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ONE CONSTITUENCY ONE ELECTION
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News: "Let's talk about ‘one candidate, multiple constituencies'”

There were 44 by-elections for State Assemblies in
November 2024 due to the resignation of sitting legislators.

If “one person, one vote” is the core democratic
principle for voters, it is time to enforce “one candidate, one
constituency” for candidates.

About One Constituency One Election:
+ Contesting from ‘multiple constituencies’ has been dealt within
the Representation of the People Act 1951.

« Initially under the Act, there was no limit until 1996.
Parliament amended the Act in 1996 to limit the number of
constituencies that a candidate can contest to two.

- RP Act 1951 which provides for a by-election within six
months of the occurrence of a vacancy.

Issues:

+ OCMC goes against the fundamental right Article.19(1)(a)
to freedom of speech and expression of citizens —Ashwini
Kumar Case 2023.

+ By-election funding issues come from Black Money, lack of
financial transparency.

+ Provides safety net for candidates contesting from multiple
constituencies.

+ Voter apathy: In Waynad (Kerala) the voter turnout was 65%
in the by poll and 75% in the general election.

Recommendations:

The practice of OCMC was once common in the United
Kingdom but has been banned since 1983.

ECI 2004 & 255th Law Commission report 2015
recommended the govt ban the practice of OCMC.

ECI recommended cost imposition on candidates contesting
from multiple constituencies in 2004.

Delaying By-election by a year: allowing voters ample time to
make an informed decision.
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News: "More carcasses of OliveRidley turtles continue to wash ashore in Vizag."

About Olive Ridley Turtle:
+ A significant marine reptile both ecologically and culturally.
Protection:
- IUCN (VU), CITES | (Appendix 1), WLPA 1972 (Schedule 1).
Omnivorous: Primarily feeds on jellyfish, crustaceans, and
various invertebrates. Occasionally consumes algae and other
plant matter.
Distinctive features: on shell.
Sexual Dimorphism: Females are generally larger than
males.
Long-lived: Can live up to 50 years or more in the wild.
Synchronous Nesting: Known for mass nesting events called
" where thousands of females come ashore
simultaneously to lay eggs.
Distribution:
- Found in warm and tropical waters of the Pacific, Indian,
and Atlantic Oceans.
. India (across Coastline):
« Gahirmatha Beach (Odisha): The world’s largest
known nesting site for Olive Ridley turtles.
- Visakhapatnam (Andhra Pradesh).
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