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CROPS 
PRE-CONTEXT 

SPICES BOARD 
      	                           THE HINDU, PG.NO: 12.  

News: “Working with FSSAI, other bodies to regulate industry: Spices Board” 

About Spices Board:  
• The Spices Board is a statutory body established in 1987 

under the Spices Board Act, 1986.
• Head quarters: Kochi, Kerala.
• It operates under the Ministry of Commerce and 

Industry.
• Its primary mandate is the development and worldwide 

promotion of Indian spices.
• Recent developments:

• "SPICED" scheme (Sustainability in Spice Sector 
through Progressive, Innovative and Collaborative 
Interventions for Export Development. 

• Issues related to Ethylene Oxide (ETO) contamination 
in spice exports and the boards work with international 
standards organizations like CODEX.
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P.T.O

ENVIRONMENT  
PRE-CONTEXT 

SACRED GROVES  
	 	            THE HINDU, PG.NO: 4.  

News: “Tribal families stage protest, say sacred groves in Similipal turned into 
enclosure for tigress” 

About Sacred Groves: 
• Sacred groves are patches of trees traditionally protected 

by local communities for their religious and cultural 
significance also contribute to local biodiversity conservation. 

• India has over 13,000 documented Sacred Groves.
• These sites are repositories of various herbal medicines 

and gathering points for local healers, as much as they are 
biodiversity hotspots.
• Extraction of any resources in any form is prohibited, 

except for custodians to access medicinal plants.
• These are found in Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka, and 

Maharashtra, Rajasthan etc.
• Currently, boundaries of sacred groves are not clearly 

demarcated. 
• Centre has usually maintained that the management of wildlife 

while its habitat is primarily the responsibility of the States. 
• Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972:

• Empowered States to declare any private or 
community land, as a community reserve, for 
protecting fauna, flora and traditional or cultural 
conservation values and practices.

Recent Developments 

	 Supreme Court of India directed Forest Dept of Rajasthan to declare 
Sacred groves as ‘forests’ and notify them as ‘community reserves’ under the 
Wildlife Protection Act (WLPA) 1972.  

Community Reserve: 
• Community reserves are notified over community or private 

land where locals have volunteered to conserve habitats to 
protect “fauna, flora, and traditional or cultural conservation 
values and practises”.

• It falls under jurisdiction of Chief Wildlife Warden.
• Land-use pattern within a community reserve cannot be 

changed without the approval of the Community reserve 
management committee and the State government.

Community Forest Resource under FRA provisions: 
• According to the FRA, a community forest resource is the 

“customary common forest land within the traditional or 
customary boundaries of the village…including reserved 
forests, protected forests and protected areas such as 
sanctuaries and national parks to which the community had 
traditional access”. 
• Here, gram sabhas are the statutory authority to protect, 

regenerate, conserve or manage community forest 
resources, along with the wildlife, flora, and biodiversity 
within

•  All sacred groves ‘in forest areas’ are currently subsets of 
community forest resources, fall under the jurisdiction of 
gram sabhas, and not the Forest or the Wildlife 
department.

Sacred Groves of Rajasthan: orans’, ‘malvan’, ‘deo ghat’,and 
‘baugh’. 
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