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Prelims:
Concepts: Master of Roster, Rule of Law,

Judicial Discipline, Judicial Overreach

Mains:
GS-Il (Polity & Governance) - Structure,

organisation, and functioning of the
judiciary; judicial accountability;
independence of judiciary

Context
Recently, the Supreme Court criticised an

Allahabad High Court judge for passing an
“absurd” order and removed him from
handling criminal cases. This incident
sparked debate on whether the SC can
intervene in the master of roster powers of a
High Court Chief Justice — seen by some as
judicial discipline and by others as judicial
overreach.



Key Terms

Master of Roster: Exclusive authority of the
Chief Justice of a court to allocate judicial
work and decide which judge hears which
case.

Judicial Discipline: Maintaining order,
respect, and adherence to constitutional
boundaries, precedents, and institutional
hierarchy within the judiciary.

Judicial Overreach: Judiciary exceeding its
constitutional role and interfering in
legislative, executive, or other courts’
internal powers.

Rule of Law: All individuals and institutions
are subject to the law, applied equally and
fairly.

Two landmark rulings were cited:

e Tirupati Balaji Developers (2004): SC may
guide High Courts as an “elder brother” but
has no power of superintendence.

« Mayavaram Financial Corporation (1991):
Chief Justice of a High Court has inherent
power to decide the roster and allocate
judicial work

Which of the following are regarded as the main
features of the “Rule of Law”?

1.Limitation of powers

2. Equality before law

3. People’s responsibility to the
Government

4. Liberty and civil right

Select the correct answer using the code
given below :

() 1and 3 only
(b) 2 and 4 only
(c) 1,2and 4 only
(d 1,2,3and 4

(2018)



Prelims (Env & Ecology): Asiatic Lion Conservation Project, IBCA

Mains (GS-111/GS-I1): Case study for biodiversity conservation, eco-
tourism benefits, global environmental diplomacy via IBCA, South-
South cooperation.

Summary:

Union Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav highlighted the rise in
the Asiatic lion population in Gujarat—from 674 (five years ago) to 891
(2025 census)—as proof of India’s intimate relationship with nature
and wildlife. Speaking at World Lion Day celebrations in Barda
Wildlife Sanctuary, he credited conservation efforts and the
coexistence of the pastoralist Maldhari community with big cats.

India hosts 70% of the global tiger population, is progressing in snow
leopard conservation (current population 714), and has successfully
rehabilitated cheetahs. Other major initiatives include Project Lion,
Project Tiger, Project Elephant, Project Dolphin, and Project Great
Indian Bustard. He emphasised climate change challenges such as
heavy rain and cyclones and global partnerships like the Coalition for
Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI) and the International Solar
Alliance.



The number of tiger reserves in India increased from 47 to 58 during
PM Modi's tenure. Yadav also noted that all seven big cat species are
found across 97 countries, stressing the importance of global

cooperation through knowledge sharing, Al, and technology.

Maldhari Community
« Who: Traditional pastoralists of Gujarat, mainly in Gir forest region.

e Livelihood: Cattle rearing, milk production.
 Role in Conservation: Coexist with Asiatic lions; grazing practices
impact lion habitat; involved in eco-tourism and community-based

conservation.

International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA)
 Launch: 2023, India-led, HQ in New Delhi.

« Founding Members: Open to 97 big cat range countries

« Covers: Tiger, Lion, Leopard, Show Leopard, Cheetah, Jaguar and
Puma.

il 11th AUG, 2025
Objectives:

« Global cooperation in big cat conservation.
« Knowledge-sharing, research, technology use.
« Combat wildlife crime and illegal trade.

e Promote eco-tourism and sustainable livelihoods.






Usage in Prelims:
Location & route of IMEC (India—Middle East-Europe Corridor).

Usage in Mains:
GS2 (IR): Example of connectivity diplomacy & impact of Middle East

conflict on multilateral projects.

e India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC) was
announced during G20 Summit 2023 to boost trade and
connectivity between India, Gulf nations, and Europe. It aims to

cut shipping time to Europe by 40% compared to the Red Sea

route.

 IMEC has two segments:
1.Eastern leg: India to UAE via sea; then high-speed freight rail
through UAE, Saudi Arabia, Jordan to Haifa, Israel.
2.Western leg: Haifa to Greece/Italy via sea, then European rail

to destinations.




 The project symbolized a stable Middle East, with countries like
Israel, Saudi Arabia, and Arab states moving towards

normalisation.

o Gaza war (2023) disrupted plans — Israel-Jordan ties deteriorated,
Saudi-Israel normalisation stalled, and regional stability collapsed.

« While the western leg’s future is uncertain, India retains strong
eastern leg partnerships with UAE and Saudi Arabia, which

support trade, digital payments (UPI), and investments.

e Progress is hindered by geopolitical tensions, especially Israel’s

actions in Gaza, making near-term implementation unlikely.



Usage in Mains:

GS2 - Governance, Welfare Schemes & Health: Demonstrates the
implementation challenges of the National Health Policy 2017 and
SDGs in ensuring equitable access to diagnostics. Highlights rural-
urban healthcare disparity and the need for last-mile delivery of

diagnostic services.

Summary

« Importance of Diagnosis — Accurate and timely health diagnosis
depends on medical history, clinical examination, and laboratory
tests.

o Current Gap - Lack of diagnostic facilities in rural and remote
areas results in misdiagnosis and delayed treatment.

e Policy Context - Universal Health Coverage (UHC), under India’s
National Health Policy 2017 and SDGs, mandates comprehensive
health services, but many diagnostics are unavailable at the last

mile.




o Private vs Public Access - Private sector diagnostics are mostly
urban-centric, while public healthcare needs to expand point-of-
care devices to sub—-centres, PHCs, and wellness centres.

« Technology as a Solution - Molecular diagnostics, tele-diagnosis,
and semi-auto analyzers can help bridge the rural-urban
diagnostic gap.

« ICMR Recommendations - PHCs and sub-centres should conduct
tests for TB, malaria, dengue, hepatitis, and diabetes.

« Workforce Development - Training of technicians and quality
control are crucial for improving accessibility and diagnostic

accuracy in rural India.

Mains Question (GS2 - Health):
“Discuss the role of diagnostic accessibility in achieving Universal
Health Coverage (UHC) in India. How can technology and workforce

training bridge the rural-urban diagnostic gap?” (150 words)



Context:
Project Overview:

« Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Project (KLIP)
— multi-purpose project on the Godavari
River at Kaleshwaram, Bhupalpally,
Telangana.

« Recognised as the world’s largest multi-

stage lift irrigation project.

Purpose:

« Lift and store Godavari water for
irrigation, industrial, and drinking water
purposes.

o Aims to irrigate over 16 lakh acres in 13

districts.



Infrastructure:

« Three major barrages: Medigadda,
Sundilla, Annaram.
o Initial project cost: ¥71,000 crore.

Controversy:

« Piers of Sundilla barrage sank; cracks
developed in Annaram and Sundilla.
« Allegations of construction on

permeable foundations.

Location Shift:

e Originally planned at Tummidihatti,
shifted to Medigadda due to water

availability concerns.

Judicial Inquiry:
« One-man commission headed by Justice
Pinaki Chandra Ghose.
« Examined 110+ witnesses over 15 months.

 Report submitted on July 31.

Political Angle:

e Current Congress govt. probing lapses.

« Blame exchange between Congress and

former BRS govt.







« Earlier, no regulation for hazardous waste site management.

Prelims Why Necessary?

Environment Protection (Management of Contaminated Sites) Rules,
2025. e Industrial units closed due to high remediation costs and limited

capacity.

GS3: Hazardous waste, soil/groundwater contamination law.
e Includes landfills, dumps, spill sites, hazardous waste handling &

storage areas.
Legal Framework Introduced

o Environment Ministry notified new rules under the Environment Background Program

Protection Act - Environment Protection (Management of

Contaminated Sites) Rules, 2025.
o First legal structure for managing chemically contaminated sites

in India.

Definition
As per CPCB, contaminated sites are where hazardous/other wastes

were dumped historically, leading to contamination of soil,

groundwater, and surface water, posing risks to human health and

environment.

« Began in 2010 under the Capacity Building Program for Industrial

Pollution Management Project.

e Tasks:

1.Inventory of probable contaminated sites.
2.Guidance document for assessment/remediation.

3.Legal, institutional & financial framework for remediation (now
fulfilled).



Extent of Problem

» 189 Chemicals marked under Hazardous and Other Wastes Rules,
2016.

New Rule Provisions

o District administration to submit half-yearly reports on “suspected
contaminated sites.”

« State Board/Reference Organisation to give preliminary
assessment within 90 days, then 3 months for a detailed survey.

« Public disclosure of contaminated sites & restrictions on access.

e Person(s) responsible for contamination to pay for remediation;
else Centre/State will arrange and recover costs.

« Criminal liability for contamination causing loss of life/damage

(covered under Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita)

Exemptions
« Contamination from radioactive waste, mining operations, sea oil
pollution, and dump-site solid waste excluded (covered under

separate laws).



DAILY MCQs FOR PRACTICE

Ql. In India’s judicial system, “judicial
discipline” means:

A. Lower courts must follow decisions of
higher courts.

B. Supreme Court can change laws passed
by Parliament at will.

C. High Courts can refuse to follow Supreme
Court rulings if they disagree.

D. Judges must not deliver judgments on
weekends.

Q2. Asiatic lions in India are found naturally in:

A. Gir Forest National Park

B. Ranthambore National Park
C. Sundarbans

D. Jim Corbett National Park

Q3. The main aim of the India-Middle East-
Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC) is:

A. To build a road link between Delhi and
London.

B. To increase trade between India, Middle East,
and Europe.

C. To connect all ports in South Asia.

D. To replace the United Nations trade routes.

Q4. Which of these is a major problem for
rural healthcare diagnostics in India?

A. Diagnostic machines are mostly in cities.
B. Villages have too many testing labs.

C. All rural clinics are equipped with Al-based
testing.

D. Doctors in rural areas refuse to use test
reports.

Q5. The Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Project
is built on the:

A. Krishna River
B. Narmada River
C. Godavari River
D. Mahanadi River



