CURRENTLY - FROM NEWS TO NOTES

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS

S

Lok Sabha passes the Income-Tax Bill, 2025 The Hindu, Page 5

Rift between two blocs continues in Geneva Plastic Treaty

. The Hindu, Page 6
negotiations




Headline

Delhi stray dogs to be captured and never released: Supreme
Court

The Hindu, Page 1

A court ruling with no room for gender justice

The Hindu, Page 8 (Editorial)

Will the rules-based international order survive the Trump
presidency

The Hindu, Page 10

An eye on CO; from space

The Indian Express, Page 13




12th AUG, 2025

GS-2: Right to Privacy
GS-3: Tax reforms

Purpose and Scope:
The revised Income Tax Bill, 2025, aims to

simplify, rationalise, and shorten the 1961
Income Tax Act. It introduces broader
powers for income tax officials, particularly
allowing them to forcibly access personal
emails and social media accounts of
assessees during search operations.

Expansion of Officials’ Powers:

« Officials can demand access to
electronic records including emails,
social media, WhatsApp messages, and
computer files.




o Assessees Should provide access codes
for any controlled accounts or
computers, regardless of the account
type or system.

o The Bill allows authorities to override
access codes not willingly provided by

the assessee.
Comparison with Previous Act:

e Previous version (Income Tax Act, 1961)
had around 5.12 lakh words; new bill has
2.59 lakh words.

« Chapters reduced from 47 to 23; sections
decreased from 819 to 536.

Search and Seizure Operations:

Enhanced powers aim to make search and
seizure procedures more effective, but
concerns exist about privacy infringements.

Parliamentary Debate and Dissent:

« Some MPs and committee members,
including Congress MP Amar Singh,
criticized the broad authority to demand
all personal digital information, warning
of potential privacy violations and
misuse.

« Dissenting notes highlighted risks to the
constitutional Right to Privacy as upheld
in Supreme Court judgments (e.g.,
PuttaSwamy case).

« Some MPs argued that the original
Income Tax Act, 1961, was sufficient and
that excess powers in new provisions
could negatively impact personal rights.
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Q1. ‘Right to Privacy’ is protected under
which Article of the Constitution of India?

(a) Article 15
(b) Article 19
(c) Article 21
(d) Article 29

(PYQ 2021)

Mains Question (150 words)

The Income Tax Bill, 2025 expands officials’
powers to access personal digital data
during search operations. Critically examine
its implications for the constitutional right
to privacy in light of the Supreme Court’s
Puttaswamy judgment.
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GS-3 (Environment and Ecology): International environmental
governance, multilateral agreements, climate change linkages.

« The United Nations Environment Programme has led negotiations
since 2022 for a legally binding treaty to address global plastic
pollution.

Two major blocs have emerged:

1.High Ambition Coalition (HAC), led by Norway and Rwanda
(including EU nations), advocates for curbs on plastic production
to reduce pollution.

2.Like Minded Countries (LMC), including nations like Iran, Saudi
Arabia, China, and India, favors waste management solutions
instead of production cuts.

India supports the LMC position, arguing that plastic pollution should
be tackled via better waste management, not strict production or
trade limits, citing risks of trade disruption and limited actual
reduction of pollution.

« Analysis shows Asia now dominates global polymer production
and trade, with many export/import countries in the region.



Western countries (especially the EU) push for restrictions on
primary polymer exports and production, arguing these
contribute significantly to pollution.

Industry groups, like the All India Plastic Manufacturers
Association, oppose production caps, claiming such measures
could harm economic growth and materials supply.

Experts note that margins for polymer producers are falling, and
major refiners across the world are reducing capacity due to weak
demand.

The deadlock continues with demand for consensus decision-
making, highlighting ongoing tensions and challenges in
achieving a global plastics treaty.
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Usage in Ethics (GS Paper 4):

Public Interest vs. Animal Rights: Balancing
human safety with compassion towards
animals.

Utilitarian Approach: Maximising safety and
well-being for the greatest number.

Supreme Court - Stray Dog Order

o Delhi govt & local bodies to capture all
stray dogs, keep in permanent shelters,

never release them.

e 5,000 dogs to be sheltered in 6-8 weeks;
all to be sterilised, immunised, kept under
CCTV with records.

« Helpline for dog-bite cases; capture
within 4 hours of complaint.

« Contempt action for anyone obstructing.

« Aim: Protect public, especially children,
from bites & rabies.
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GS1: Women & gender equality; social empowerment.

GS2: Judicial role in rights protection; women'’s protection laws;
balancing misuse vs. protection.

Context

The Supreme Court’s recent ruling in Shivangi Bansal vs Sahib Bansal
has suspended arrests under the anti-cruelty provision (Section 498-
A IPC / Section 85 BNS) for a “cool-off” period, sparking concerns
over the erosion of women'’s legal protections.

Key Points from the Article

Case & Ruling
« Shivangi Bansal vs Sahib Bansal (July 2025) — SC ordered no
arrest or coercive action for up to two months.
o Arrests only after review by district-level or family welfare
committees.

Purpose of Section 498-A

« Enacted in 1983 to punish cruelty by husband/relatives, including
dowry harassment and abetment to suicide.



Concerns Raised

« Delays immediate protection for victims.

« Discourages women from pursuing
complaints.

« May endanger those in abusive
situations.

Supreme Court Judgments Cited

o Preeti Gupta vs State of Jharkhand (2010)
— Many cases not bona fide.

e Sushil Kumar Sharma vs Union of India
(2005) — Misuse can cause “legal
terrorism.”

« Arnesh Kumar vs State of Bihar (2014) -
Police must verify necessity before
arrest.

o Sushil Kumar Sharma (2005) reiterated in
conclusion - misuse cannot be the
ground for striking down an IPC section.

Data in the Article

« NCRB 2022: 18% conviction rate in such

cases.
« NFHS: One-third of women face spousal

violence.

Editorial Stand

 Misuse must be addressed, but
protections for women should not be

diluted.
« The law’s constitutional validity and

intent must be preserved.
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GS Paper 2: International Relations
PSIR Optional:
Paper 2, Section A: International Economic and Political Order.

Paper 2, Section B: International Relations - Changing International
Political Order and its Impact on Asia.

Context

The rules-based international order, created and sustained largely by
the United States after World War |l (often termed Pax Americana), is
facing strain under the policies of President Donald Trump. The
debate is whether this order can survive in its present form amid U.S.
withdrawal from traditional commitments, rising geopolitical
rivalries, and the assertiveness of emerging economies.

Key Points from the Article
Origins and Purpose of the Rules-Based Order

« Established after WWII to ensure economic advancement,
political stability, and prevention of another global conflict.

 Institutions like the UN, World Bank, IMF, and WTO became pillars
of this system, promoting free trade, political cooperation, and
liberal governance.
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Pax Americana’s Role Possible Outcomes
« The U.S. used economic power, security guarantees, and market « The order may survive in a diluted form, with continued liberal
access to lead the post-war liberal order. elements but greater regionalisation.
« Supported Asia’s rise by integrating economies like Japan and « Alternatively, it could be replaced by competing power-centric
later China into global markets. arrangements.

Trump's Challenge

e Policies signal a retreat from multilateralism, focus on
transactional bilateral deals, and rejection of traditional alliances.

o Actions include pressuring NATO allies, questioning security
commitments in Asia, and economic decoupling from China.

Impact on Asia

e U.S. influence in shaping Asian economic integration is
diminishing.

« Rising powers (e.g., China) promote alternative norms and
institutions, challenging U.S.-led rules.

Risks to the Order

o U.S. retreat may fragment the system into rival blocs.
o Authoritarian powers could fill the vacuum, reshaping trade rules
and security arrangements.






GS3: Climate change, science & technology
in environment

Context:

The US government has reportedly asked NASA to prepare to shut
down two satellites (OCO-2 and OCO-3) that monitor atmospheric
CO- and crop health. These Orbiting Carbon Observatories (OCOs)
have played a crucial role in advancing understanding of CO,
distribution, natural carbon sinks, and climate change mitigation
strategies.

o OCO satellites were designed to accurately measure atmospheric
CO, from space and study its characteristics.

e OCO-1 failed in 2009 due to launch issues; OCO-2 launched in 2014
and OCO-3 in 2019.

e They revolutionized CO, monitoring by providing global data,
unlike ground-based instruments.

o Findings challenged earlier beliefs—showing boreal forests also
play a significant CO, absorption role and revealing how carbon
sinks can turn into sources due to drought or deforestation.

o Data used for crop health mapping, drought prediction, and by
agricultural agencies worldwide.

o Cost of maintaining OCOs is low compared to initial development;
shutting them may limit future climate science and policy
decisions.



DAILY MCQs FOR PRACTICE

Q1. Which of the following was the primary
objective of the Income Tax (Amendment)
Bill passed by the Lok Sabha in 2025?

A. Reduce corporate tax rates to attract FDI
B. Simplify tax filing for individuals and
remove outdated provisions

C. Introduce a nationwide property tax
system

D. Replace GST with a unified direct tax
code

Q2. The Geneva negotiations on plastic credits
are primarily aimed at:

A. Reducing oil-based plastic manufacturing
B. Establishing global rules for trading plastic
waste reduction efforts

C. Banning all single-use plastics by 2030

D. Regulating plastic production quotas for
developed nations only

Q3. In the context of “Court Ruling with
Room for Gender Justice,” which case
emphasized that misuse of a law should not
be the sole ground for striking it down?

A. Shreya Singhal v. Union of India

B. Sushil Kumar Sharma v. Union of India
C. Navtej Singh Johar v. Union of India

D. Vishaka v. State of Rajasthan



DAILY MCQs FOR PRACTICE

Q4. The CO. monitoring satellites’ main goal Q5. Which of the following best defines a

is to: “rules-based international order”?

A. Measure only industrial emissions A. An international framework where all states
B. Track carbon emissions globally with high adhere to agreed rules and norms

precision B. A system ensuring that powerful states have
C. Replace ground-based monitoring more rights than weaker states

stations entirely C. An order dictated by the military alliances of
D. Measure only oceanic carbon absorption dominant powers

D. A framework prioritizing economic
liberalization over legal commitments

Select the correct answer:

A. A only
B. B only
C.Conly
D. A and D only









