
The Hindu & The Indian express

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS
CURRENTLY - FROM NEWS TO NOTES

Headline Source

“Govt. tweaks export promotion plan to soften blow of U.S. tariffs” The Hindu – Page 1

“Chhattisgarh govt. cuts thousands of forest rights titles” The Hindu – Page 1
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Headline Source

“A war game-changer in a battle for influence in Asia” The Hindu – Page 8 (Editorial)

“India’s first private constellation of EO satellites under PPP
model to be set up”

The Hindu – Page 3

“Jihadist fighters leave Burkina Faso cotton farmers hanging
by a thread”

The Hindu – Page 15

14th  AUG, 2025



Usage in UPSC Prelims:

Usage in UPSC Mains:

Context:

Major Indian exports to the U.S.: textiles &
apparel, shrimp, organic chemicals,
machinery, mechanical appliances

GS-3: Trade policy, MSME support, tackling
protectionism

The U.S. has increased tariffs on several

Indian imports, impacting sectors such as

apparel, textiles, shrimp, organic chemicals,

machinery, and mechanical appliances. To

counter these effects, the Indian

government is modifying its Export

Promotion Mission announced in the

Budget.
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Export Promotion Mission (EPM) – Union Budget 2025-26
Main Support Measures:

Implementation: Joint initiative across Ministry of Commerce &
Industry (lead), Ministry of MSME & Ministry of Finance

Easier access to export credit and cross-border factoring support.
Credit guarantees for MSMEs
Assistance for MSMEs to handle non-tariff barriers in foreign
markets.

Budget Allocation: ₹2,250 crore for FY 2025-26.
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Usage in UPSC Prelims: 2. Data:

Usage in UPSC Mains:

1.Context:

Forest Rights Act, 2006 – provisions &
beneficiaries

2,788 individual forest rights titles lost in
Bastar.
 50% reduction in community forest
resource rights in Rajnandgaon in 1 month.
 Similar declines in Bijapur and other
districts.

Reason cited by officials: Earlier figures
were inflated due to miscommunication;
corrections made at gram sabha and
district levels.
Criticism: FRA researchers term it an
“anomaly” since FRA, 2006 does not
allow withdrawal of granted titles.
Central Data: As of May 2025,
Chhattisgarh accounts for over 43% of
the forest area where FRA titles have
been granted.
Issue: Implementation delays in Naxal-
affected districts

GS-2: Tribal welfare, governance challenges
GS-3: Forest governance, land rights,
environmental justice

Over the past 17 months, thousands of forest
rights titles have reportedly disappeared from
Chhattisgarh’s official records in at least three
districts, sparking concern among tribal rights
researchers and activists. Officials attribute it to
“correction” of earlier reporting errors, but
experts argue there is no legal provision to
withdraw already granted titles under the
Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006.
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3. Forest Rights Act, 2006

Objective: To correct historic injustice to
forest-dwelling Scheduled Tribes (STs)
and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers
(OTFDs), secure their land and resource
rights, empower them for livelihood and
forest governance, and promote
community-led conservation.
Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Tribal Affairs.

Individual Forest Rights (IFR): Rights to
occupy and cultivate forest land (up to 4
hectares), reside there, and collect/use
minor forest produce. Given to STs or OTFDs
(must show residence and dependence;
OTFDs need proof of 3 generations/75 years
before 13 Dec 2005).

Community Forest Rights (CFR): Rights of Gram
Sabha/community over grazing areas, water
bodies, biodiversity, non-timber forest produce;
also the right to conserve, protect, and manage
forest resources for sustainable use. Granted
based on traditional collective use and
dependence.

Key Implementation Issues: Bureaucratic
resistance, difficulty in producing old evidence,
poor recognition of CFRs compared to IFRs, low
awareness, digital/process hurdles, and
resistance to Gram Sabha authority.

Receive & verify claims for IFR and CFR.
Collect evidence (oral, documentary, field
verification).
Pass resolution on accepted/rejected claims.

Forward to SDLC for approval.
Manage community forest resources
post-recognition.

4. Role of Gram Sabha under FRA, 2006
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Usage in UPSC Mains (Internal Security)

The editorial discusses how unmanned
aerial vehicles (UAVs) and unmanned
combat aerial vehicles (UCAVs) are
reshaping military strategy, particularly in
the Indo-Pacific. It highlights India’s
procurement of MQ-9B Reapers from the
U.S., reliance on Israel and European
partners, competition from China and
Türkiye in drone exports, and the
geopolitical implications for maritime
security and territorial claims.

Context

Role of UAVs/UCAVs in modern warfare and
surveillance.
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Shift in Warfare: Post–second Nagorno–Karabakh conflict (2020),

Operation Sindoor… UAVs/UCAVs have moved from

reconnaissance to precision strikes.

India’s Steps: Order for 31 MQ–9B drones from the U.S. (2024) to

enhance maritime domain awareness and strengthen strategic

ties.

Current Gaps: India operates some Israeli drones but lacks the

most advanced UAV systems; depends on imports and joint

ventures.

Global Drone Market: U.S. lags behind China & Türkiye due to

MTCR restrictions; India could fill the Indo–Pacific UAV gap.

China Factor: Maritime domain awareness needed to counter

China’s “gray-zone” tactics in disputed waters.

Geopolitical Moves: Partnerships with Israel, European countries,

and Indo-Pacific nations can help India strengthen influence.

Summary
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Usage in UPSC Prelims (Science & Tech):

1.Context

2. Summary

EO (Earth Observation) satellites
Role of IN-SPACe

The Indian National Space Promotion and
Authorisation Centre (IN-SPACe) announced
the selection of the Pixxel-Space India-led
consortium to design, build, and operate
India’s first fully indigenous commercial EO
satellite constellation under the PPP model.

Consortium Composition: Pixxel–Space

India, Piersight Space, Satsure Analytics

India, Dhruva Space.

Investment: ₹1,200 crore over 5 years to

launch 12 state-of-the-art EO satellites.



14th  AUG, 2025

Capabilities: Deliver Analysis Ready Data (ARD) and Value-Added

Services (VAS) for climate change monitoring, disaster

management, agriculture, marine surveillance, national security,

and urban planning.

Significance: First time a private consortium will lead such a

project; will reduce India’s reliance on foreign satellite data and

ensure data sovereignty.

Global Role: Will also serve global demand for high-quality

geospatial intelligence.

Nature: IN-SPACe is a regulatory and promotional body for private

sector participation in India’s space sector, while Antrix

Corporation is the commercial arm of ISRO.

Established:  IN-SPACe was established in 2020, whereas Antrix

Corporation was set up in 1992.

Function: IN-SPACe approves, facilitates, and authorises private

space projects, including PPP models, and provides access to ISRO

facilities. Antrix markets ISRO’s products, services, and

technologies in the global market.

Focus: IN-SPACe focuses on enabling and expanding private

participation and setting regulatory frameworks, while Antrix

focuses on revenue generation from ISRO’s assets and capabilities.

Purpose: Captures high-resolution images and data of Earth’s

surface for applications like climate change monitoring,

agriculture, disaster management, urban planning, and national

security.

Orbit Type: Usually placed in Low Earth Orbit (LEO) (500–900 km

altitude) or Sun-Synchronous Polar Orbit to cover the entire globe

over time.

Key Feature: Frequent revisits and high spatial resolution.

3.Difference between IN-SPACe and Antrix Corporation

4.Earth Observation (EO) Satellite
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Purpose: Provides continuous coverage over a fixed area – mainly

used for telecommunications, weather forecasting, and

broadcasting.

Orbit Type: Geostationary Orbit (GEO) at ~35,786 km altitude above

the equator, matching Earth’s rotation.

Key Feature: Appears stationary over one point on Earth.

5. Geostationary Satellite
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Cotton Crops

Sahel Region

Burkina Faso

Usage in UPSC Prelims: 2. Cotton Crop – Key Information

Major Producers (Global): India, China, USA

Soil: Deep, well-drained black cotton soil (regur) or alluvial
soil.

Sunlight: Abundant sunlight during growth and boll
formation.

India – Major Producing States: Gujarat, Maharashtra,
Telangana

Agro-Climatic Requirements:

Temperature: 21°C–30°C, frost-free period of at least 210
days.
Rainfall: 50–100 cm; irrigation needed in drier regions.Burkina Faso, a leading cotton producer in Africa, is facing a severe

decline in cotton output due to ongoing jihadist insurgency in the
Sahel region. Production has fallen from 386,794 tonnes in 2023 to
286,623 tonnes in 2024. About four million people rely on cotton
farming for income, but constant threats from armed groups linked to
Al-Qaeda and ISIS have forced many to flee or abandon crops. Over
32,000 farms have been lost since 2018. Cotton contributes roughly
4% of the country’s GDP and 14% of export earnings. Government
subsidies and agricultural support have been provided, but insecurity
and rising transport costs remain major hurdles.

1. Context 
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3. Sahel Region

Location: Semi-arid zone south of the Sahara Desert, stretching
across Africa from Senegal in the west to Sudan in the east.
Countries: Senegal, Mauritania, Mali, Burkina Faso, Niger, Nigeria,
Chad, Sudan, Eritrea & Ethiopia (sometimes included).
Climate: Hot, semi-arid, short rainy season, long dry season.
Issues: Desertification, drought, food insecurity, armed conflicts,
extremism.



DAILY MCQs FOR PRACTICE
Q1.  Which of the following countries are
members of the Missile Technology Control
Regime (MTCR)?

Q2. Consider the following about IN-
SPACe:

Q3. Under the Forest Rights Act, 2006,
consider the following claims:

1. India
2.Russia
3.USA
4.China

A. 1, 2, and 3 only
B. 1 and 3 only
C. 1, 2, 3, and 4
D. 2 and 4 only

Select the correct answer using the code
below:

1. It works as an autonomous body under the
Department of Space.

2. It regulates and promotes private sector
participation in space activities.

3. It directly launches all Indian communication
satellites.

A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 and 3 only
D. 1, 2, and 3

Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?

Which of the above claims is/are correct?

A. 1 and 3 only
B. 2 only
C. 1 and 2 only
D. 1, 2, and 3

1. Individual Forest Rights (IFR) are granted
for self-cultivation and habitation to
eligible individuals.

2.Community Forest Rights (CFR) give the
Gram Sabha ownership of forest land for
industrial use.

3.The Gram Sabha is the first authority to
verify and recommend claims under the
Act.
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DAILY MCQs FOR PRACTICE
Q4. Which of the following best describes
Grey Zone Warfare as discussed in the
editorial?

Q5. Which of the following are required
conditions for cotton cultivation?

A. Full-scale military confrontation with
declared war status
B. Coercive actions short of open warfare,
often ambiguous in nature
C. Military operations only in cyberspace
D. Maritime law enforcement under UNCLOS
provisions

1.Frost-free period of at least 210 days
2.Annual rainfall between 50 cm and 100 cm
3.Deep black cotton soil or well-drained

alluvial soil

A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 and 3 only
D. 1, 2, and 3

Select the correct answer using the code given
below:
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The Dimension Factory
Q. The Revolt of 1857 did not achieve its objectives. Why?
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