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Headline Source

SC directs EC to publish list of deleted voters  The Hindu, Page 1

The urgent need to democratise India’s heart transplant programme The Hindu, Page 7
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Headline Source

Only united action can stop the hyacinth’s invasion The Hindu (Editorial), Page 8

The quality of freedom The Indian Express (Editorial), Page 12

To become the next Asian tiger, Vietnam is overhauling its
economy

 The Indian Express, Page 19
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Context:

Uses in Mains Enrichment (with specific data):

Extreme Poverty::

The World Bank report for 2022–23 ranks India as the fourth most equal country globally, with a
Gini Index score of 25.5, showing a sharp fall in inequality and extreme poverty over the last
decade.

A condition where individuals live on less than $3.0 a day (World Bank’s international poverty
line), lacking basic necessities like food, clean water, shelter, and healthcare

GS2 – Governance, Welfare Schemes: Reduction in extreme poverty from 16.2% (2011–12) to
2.3% (2022–23) due to policy interventions.
GS3 – Inclusive Growth: India’s Gini Index 25.5 → 4th most equal country after Slovak
Republic, Slovenia, Belarus.
GS1 – Society: Income inequality now in “moderately low” category (Gini 25–30 range).
Essay: Example for poverty eradication, reducing inequality, and welfare-driven economic
growth.
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Prelims: Election Commission – powers &
functions; Aadhaar as proof of identity

The Supreme Court ordered the Election
Commission (EC) to make public an
enumerated, booth-wise list of ~65 lakh
Bihar electors excluded from the draft
electoral roll (Aug 1) during the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) exercise, citing the
right to know and transparency in
democracy.

Right to Know – Constitutional principle
under Art. 19(1)(a); broad public right to be
informed on matters of public interest;
enforced via courts.
Right to Information – Statutory right under
RTI Act, 2005; procedural tool to obtain
specific information from public authorities.

(a) Fundamental Right
 (b) Natural Right
 (c) Constitutional Right
 (d) Legal Right

Interchangeability – RTI is a subset
of the broader Right to Know; all RTI
cases fall under Right to Know, but
not all Right to Know cases require
RTI.
SC judgment on Right to Know –
State of U.P. v. Raj Narain (1975):
Citizens have the right to know acts
of public functionaries.

SC’s interim order: EC must publish
excluded voters’ list with specific
reasons for deletion (death, migration,
duplication, etc.).

Court upheld voters’ right to remain on the
roll and right to know about deletions.

For the first time, SC formally allowed
Aadhaar as proof of identity and
residence in the Bihar SIR exercise.
Emphasized that transparency inspires
voter confidence and prevents wrongful
disenfranchisement.
Ordered EC to display lists physically and
online, facilitate objections, and ensure
re-inclusion where wrongful deletion
occurred.
Noted the exclusion of 65 lakh out of 7.89
crore registered voters in Bihar despite
prior inclusion in earlier lists.

1.Context:

3. Right to Know vs Right to Information

Right to vote and to be elected in India is a

(2017)2. Summary:

Mains: GS2 – Polity – Electoral reforms,
transparency in elections, voters’ rights.
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Usage in Mains:

 On World Organ Donation Day, the article
examines India’s heart transplant
programme, noting that not only does it
require advanced medical expertise, but
also its access is limited by logistical,
administrative, and social challenges.

India’s heart transplant system is
coordinated through SOTTO, ROTTO, and
NOTTO, which manage waiting lists and
match donors to recipients.
 Major challenges:

Estimated annual need: over 50,000 heart
transplants.
Actual heart transplants performed: 221.

1.Logistical: Hearts remain viable for only 4–6
hours; delays in retrieval and transport,
limited “green corridors” and air transfers
hinder timely transplants.

2.Administrative: Brain death—irreversible
cessation of all brain activity including the
brainstem—is legally recognised but
declaration faces procedural complexities,
shortage of trained staff, and difficulties in
initiating family consent.

3.Social: Public willingness to donate organs is
high, yet actual donations are low due to
misconceptions, lack of awareness, and
weak donor registries.

Context:

2023 data from the article:

Despite advances in medical technology,
heart transplants in India face multiple
challenges. Identify and discuss the
logistical, administrative, and social hurdles
in the organ transplantation ecosystem. (150
words)

Summary:

GS2: Health
GS4: Ethics – Organ donation ethics
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Prelims: Invasive alien species

Mains: GS3 – Environment (biodiversity,
wetland conservation),  Agriculture
(irrigation challenges).

The article discusses the unchecked spread
of water hyacinth in India’s inland waters—
especially Kerala—highlighting its
ecological, economic, and social damage,
and calls for a coordinated national strategy
to control it.

Origin & Spread: Introduced in colonial
times as an ornamental plant, now
covering over 2,00,000 hectares of inland
waters in India.

Usage in UPSC:

Context:

Summary:
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Impact in Kerala: Blocks irrigation channels in Kuttanad, increases
farming costs, devastates fishing, suffocates aquatic biodiversity,
and disrupts tourism in Vembanad Lake.
Environmental Harm: Prevents sunlight/oxygen penetration,
releases methane (25× more potent than CO₂).
Current Responses: Grassroots innovations (Odisha handicrafts,
Assam & West Bengal biogas) but efforts remain small-scale and
fragmented.
Way Forward: Need for single-point accountability, region-specific
national policy, scientific removal methods, mechanisation,
public–private partnerships, and R&D into viable products.

Scientific name: Eichhornia crassipes.
Invasive aquatic plant native to South America; fast–growing,
forms dense mats over water bodies, blocking light and oxygen,
harming biodiversity and water use.

Invasive Species Specialist ‘Group’ (that develops Global Invasive
Species Database) belongs to which one of the following
organizations?

(2023)

(a) The International Union for Conservation of Nature
(b) The United Nations Environment Programme
(c) The United Nations World Commission for Environment and
Development
(d) The World Wide Fund for Nature

What is Water Hyacinth?
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GS2: Civic freedoms, role of Legislature–Executive–Judiciary–Media
in safeguarding space for dissent.
GS4: Public reason; critical citizen vs. conformity.
Essay: “Quality of freedom: military, economy, and civic space.”

Context:

Summary:

1st Sense – External Freedom

2nd Sense – Civic Freedom

On Independence Day, the author explains three “senses” or layers of
freedom — from resisting foreign pressure to protecting citizens’
rights and nurturing critical thinking.

A nation must be able to resist outside pressure.
Military power helps, but economic strength is equally vital.
India’s experiences with the US & China show military alone
doesn’t ensure freedom; trade and economic choices matter.

Inside the country, freedom means having space for open speech
and criticism.
Institutions are narrowing this space; politicians, courts, and
media often promote loyalty to power over questioning authority.



Society’s own attitudes are turning against dissent — name–

calling, social pressure, and vigilante action silence people.

In recent years, the state has encouraged this, and the judiciary

hasn’t acted as a balance.

Democracy needs citizens who think independently, but that

space is shrinking.

3rd Sense – Collective Morality
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Usage in Prelims: Vietnam & ASEAN

Usage in Mains:

Context:

Key Terms:

GS2 – India–Vietnam relations, ASEAN
economic dynamics
 GS3 – Economic growth models, industrial
transformation, trade policy

Vietnam aims to get rich by 2045 and
become Southeast Asia’s next “Tiger
Economy,” like South Korea and Taiwan.

Tiger Economy: A nation experiencing
rapid industrialization, high economic
growth rates, and rising living standards,
usually through export–led strategies.
Asian Tigers: Refers to Hong Kong,
Singapore, South Korea, and Taiwan —
four economies that saw exceptional
growth from the 1960s to 1990s through
industrialization, trade, and education.
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History of Vietnam (Economic): Consider the following statements:

(2023)

Summary:

Post–1975: After the Vietnam War, the country had a centrally
planned economy, marked by poverty and isolation.
1986: Introduction of Đổi Mới (economic reforms) shifted towards a
socialist–oriented market economy, encouraging private
enterprise and foreign investment.
1990s–2000s: Integration into global trade, joining ASEAN (1995)
and WTO (2007).
2010s onwards: Emerged as a major manufacturing hub, attracting
companies shifting supply chains from China.

1.Vietnam has been one of the fastest growing economies in the
world in the recent years.

2.Vietnam is led by a multi-party political system.
3.Vietnam’s economic growth is linked to its integration with global

supply chains and focus on exports.
4.For a long time Vietnam’s low labour costs and stable exchange

rates have attracted global manufacturers.
5.Vietnam has the most productive e-service sector in the Indo-

Pacific region.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

(a) 2 and 4
(b) 3 and 5
(c) 1, 3 and 4
(d) 1 and 2

Vietnam’s transformation from poverty to global manufacturing
hub has been rapid—average incomes rose 13× since 1990.
Plans include shifting from low–cost manufacturing to high–tech
sectors (AI, renewable energy, semiconductors).
Major infrastructure push: high–speed rail, modern ports, and
financial center development in Ho Chi Minh City.
Trade surplus with the U.S. now faces scrutiny and possible tariffs;
Vietnam is diversifying exports and markets.
Administrative reforms: mergers of ministries, cutting
bureaucracy, reducing 63 provinces to 34 regional hubs.
Goal: By 2045, Vietnam wants high–income status, competitive
global industries, and strong financial services.



DAILY MCQs FOR PRACTICE
Q1.  Which Supreme Court judgment is
considered the first to recognise the
citizen’s ‘Right to Know’ as part of Article
19(1)(a)?

Q2. In the context of India’s heart transplant
programme, which of the following are major
challenges highlighted in recent discussions?

Q3. Assertion (A): Controlling the spread of
water hyacinth is critical for the ecological
health of Indian water bodies.

Reason (R): Water hyacinth, though
invasive, increases biodiversity in the long
term.

(a) Kesavananda Bharati vs State of Kerala
(1973)
(b) State of U.P. vs Raj Narain (1975)
(c) Indira Gandhi vs Raj Narain (1975)
(d) S.P. Gupta vs Union of India (1981)

1.Lack of standardised logistics for organ
transportation

2.Shortage of skilled transplant surgeons
3.Weak administrative coordination between

hospitals and government agencies
4.High refusal rates from potential donor

families

(a) 1 and 3 only
(b) 1, 2 and 3 only
(c) 1, 3 and 4 only
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

Select the correct answer using the code given
below:

(a) Both A and R are true, and R is the correct
explanation of A
(b) Both A and R are true, but R is not the
correct explanation of A
(c) A is true, but R is false
(d) A is false, but R is true
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DAILY MCQs FOR PRACTICE
Q4.Extreme poverty is defined by the World
Bank as living on less than:

Q5. The term “Tiger Economy” refers to a
country that:

a) $1.90/day
b) $2.00/day
c) $2.15/day
d) $3.0/day

A) Has a large agricultural sector with slow
industrial growth
B) Experiences rapid economic growth and
industrialization
C) Depends primarily on imports for economic
growth
D) Maintains a fixed exchange rate system
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