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Govt. says SC cannot treat Governors as ‘aliens or foreigners'’

The Hindu | Page 1| 17th August 2025

Usage in Mains GS-Il (Polity)

 Centre-State relations and federal balance.
 Governor’s role as a constitutional check under Articles 200 & 201.

Context
e The Union Govt. told SC that Governors are not “aliens or
foreigners” but constitutional actors.

o Centre argued Governors are not “post offices” but a check on
“hasty legislation.”

o Issue stems from April SC ruling fixing a 3-month limit for
Governors/President on State Bills & restricting discretion.

Relevant Constitutional Provisions

» Article 200 - Governor's Assent to Bills

« Options: Assent / Withhold / Reserve for President / Return for
reconsideration (if not a Money Bill).

« If Legislature re-passes the Bill 5 Governor must give assent
(no further discretion).



o Article 201 - President’s Role on Reserved
Bills

« Options: Assent / Withhold / Return for
reconsideration (if not a Money Bill).

 If Legislature re-passes » Bill goes again
to President.

e President not bound to give assent even
after reconsideration.

State of Tamil Nadu v. Governor of Tamil
Nadu - Supreme Court Judgment (8 April
2025)

Precedent / Instructions from the Judgment

1.Governor’s Action on Bills (Art. 200):

o Governor must act within 1 month if
giving assent on the aid and advice of
the Council of Ministers.

 If withholding assent (returning to the
Legislature) or reserving for the President,
action must be taken within 3 months, with
reasons communicated to the Legislature.

 If the Legislature re-passes the Bill, the
Governor must give assent within 1 month
(no further discretion).

2.Reservation for President (Art. 201):

« Once a Bill is re-passed after reconsideration,
the Governor cannot reserve it again for the
President—except in exceptional cases (like
substantive new amendments).

3.President’s Role (Art. 201):

e President too must act within 3 months of
receiving a reserved Bill (either assent,
withhold, or return for reconsideration).
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4.Judicial Review:

 Both Governor’s and President’s actions
under Articles 200 and 201 are subject to
judicial review—no indefinite delay or
misuse of discretion allowed.
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Grassland invaders stifle Assam’s island-like

national park home to feral horses: study

The Hindu | Page 6 | 18th August 2025 | GS-3

Environment
Context

« A study on Dibru-Saikhowa National
Park (DSNP), Assam finds that both
native and invasive plant species are

altering the riverine ecosystem.

e Floods of the Brahmaputra, human
pressures, and invasive species have
led to conversion of grasslands into
degraded forests/shrubland.

e This threatens endemic and globally
threatened grassland species,
including feral horses and the Bengal

florican.



e Study recommends targeted grassland
recovery, control of invasive species,
surveillance, and community-based

conservation.

About Dibru-Saikhowa National Park (DSNP)

e Location: Tinsukia & Dibrugarh districts,
Assam.

 Declared a National Park in 1999; also a
Biosphere Reserve.

o Unique island-like formation between
Brahmaputra (north) and Dibru river
(south).

« Major ecosystems: grasslands, wetlands,
riverine forests.

« Known for high biodiversity and only
habitat of feral horses in India.

Feral Horses (Fairy Horses)

Locally called “Feral Horses of Dibru-
Saikhowa".

Population: ~200.

Origin: Descendants of military horses
abandoned during World War Il.

Survive in wild without domestication;
adapted to grassland habitat.

Ecological importance: grazing maintains
grassland balance.

Native invaders

1.Bombax ceiba - Known locally as Simalu.

2.Lagerstroemia speciosa - Known locally as

Ajar (Pride of India/Queen’s Crape Myrtle).

(Both are native flowering trees but have turned

invasive in this ecosystem, altering grassland

balance.)
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In Namibia, India shows a new way to

engage Africa

The Hindu | Editorial | Page 6 | 18 Aug 2025 |
GS-lI (IR)

Context

India is recalibrating Africa outreach in
Namibia—prioritising cultural sensitivity,
capacity-building, and digital/public-goods
cooperation over conditional aid.

India—Namibia: History Timeline (cut-short)

e 1970s-1990 (Liberation era): India backs
SWAPO (South West Africa People’s
Organization); New Delhi hosts SWAPO's
first diplomatic office. Lt Gen Dewan
Prem Chand commands UN
peacekeeping during Namibia’s
transition to independence.




e 1990s-2010s (Early ties » uneven follow-
through): Relations continue, but India’s
Africa engagement often criticised for
implementation gaps.

e 2025 (Renewed push): First visit by an
Indian head of government in nearly
three decades; launch/spotlight on
capacity-building projects (India-
Namibia Centre of Excellence in IT at
NUST; “India Wing” at University of
Namibia’'s Ongwediva campus—$%$12 mn
grant); Namibia becomes first in Africa to
adopt UPIL.

e Near term: India-Africa Forum Summit
expected to formalise and scale this
approach.

Article’s 3 Key Points (what the editorial
stresses)

e Shared history as diplomatic anchor: India

frames ties through anti-colonial solidarity
and long-haul engagement (SWAPO office,
UN role) to build trust.

Capacity-building over conditionality: Focus
on skills, digital readiness and institutions (IT
centre, Ongwediva “India Wing”), backed by
broader development partnership; trade
~$800 mn and growing.
Knowledge-/tech-led roadmap: Namibia’s
UPI adoption signals a model to export not
just tech but regulatory and institutional
designs at India scale.
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Gaps & Next steps (per editorial): No major
deal yet on critical minerals (e.g., uranium);
credibility hinges on consistent follow-
through and institutionalisation at the

India-Africa Forum Summit.
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How ‘honour’ killings in India are reinforced
and legitimised

The Hindu | Page 11 | 18 Aug 2025 | GS-I
(Society)

Context

The article examines why honour killings
persist in India, particularly in States with
higher empowerment of Dalit communities
(Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Maharashtra,
Kerala), where inter-caste marriages are
relatively higher. It highlights how caste is
deeply embedded in families, transmitted
through customs, and legitimised socially,
making it resilient despite modernisation.

Definition of Honour Killing

An honour killing is the murder of a
family/community member for allegedly
bringing ‘dishonour’ to caste, community, or
family reputation, often due to inter-caste or
inter-faith marriage, refusal to follow
traditional norms, or exercising personal
choice.



Data (as per article)

e India Human Development Survey (IHDS): Inter-caste marriages at

~5% nationally.
o States with empowered Dalit populations have higher inter-caste

marriages but also increased incidents of honour killings.

Q. Honour killings remain a blot on India’s social fabric, particularly
visible in South Indian states. Analyse. (150 words)
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India’s patent landscape: universities as changemakers

The Hindu | Page 9 | GS Paper 3

Context:

India is steadily moving from being a consumer of global technology
to becoming a creator. Universities and research institutions are
emerging as key drivers in boosting patent filings and innovation,
aided by government initiatives.

Definition of Patent (as per Indian Law):

« A patent is an exclusive statutory right granted for an invention
under the Patents Act, 1970.

It provides the patentee the right to prevent others from
making, using, selling, or distributing the patented invention
without consent, for a limited period (20 years) from the date
of filing.

« In India, patents are granted by the Office of the Controller
General of Patents, Designs, and Trade Marks (CGPDTM) after
examination and meeting the criteria of novelty, inventive step,
and industrial applicability.

India’s R&D expenditure: 0.67% of GDP vs. 3.5% (U.S.) and 2.5%
(China).







Senegal’s ‘schools for husbands’ promote gender equality and safer
motherhood

The Hindu | Page 15 | GS Paper 1 (Society)

Initiative Name: School for Husbands (a United Nations-backed
initiative)

Uses of this article for UPSC answers:

Contextual Example: Can be used as an international case study on
gender equality, reproductive health, and family welfare.

Value Addition: Shows how community-based male involvement
improves maternal and infant health outcomes.

Comparison Point: Highlights that social change programs work
better when men are made stakeholders in family planning and safe

motherhood.
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Best Fit in Answers:

GS1 » Society (role of social institutions, gender equality)

GS2 > Governance, Health Policies (maternal and child health)
GS3 » Social Development, Inclusive Growth

Essay » Gender justice, Social reform through community
participation



DAILY MCQs FOR PRACTICE

Ql. With reference to the powers of the
Governor under the Indian Constitution,
consider the following statements:

1.The Governor can return a Money Bill to
the State Legislature for reconsideration.

2.A Bill reserved for the President under
Article 200 can be withheld indefinitely.

3.0nce a Bill is passed again by the State
Legislature after reconsideration, the
Governor is bound to give assent.

Which of the above is/are correct?

a) 1and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 3 only
d)1,2and 3

Q2. The Dibru-Saikhowa National Park, recently
in news, is known for which of the following
unique features?

a) It is a UNESCO World Heritage Site for its rich
coral diversity.

b) It is home to feral horses locally called Fairy
Horses.

c) It is India’s only biosphere reserve with snow
leopards.

d) It lies on the boundary of India and Bhutan.

Q3. Consider the following about India-
Namibia relations:

1.India supported the South West Africa
People’s Organisation (SWAPO) during
Namibia’s struggle for independence.

2.India and Namibia signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) in
2022 for translocation of cheetahs.

3.Diplomatic relations were formally
established between India and Namibia
in 1990.

How many of the above statements are
correct?

a) Only one
b) Only two
c) All three
d) None



DAILY MCQs FOR PRACTICE

Q4.Which of the following best defines Q5. The initiative called “Schools for Husbands”, ANSwWers
Honour Killing in the Indian context? recently highlighted in The Hindu, aims
- primarily to: Ql-c|Q2-b|[Q3-c|Q4-c|Q5-b
a) The killing of a person by the State to
uphold law and order. a) Educate men on modern agricultural
b) The killing of a person accused of practices to support food security.

blasphemy or sedition.
c) The killing of a family or community
member, usually a woman, for allegedly

b) Train male community members on gender
equality and maternal health to reduce

bringing ‘dishonour’ by defying social maternal and infant mortality.
norms, especially marriage choices. c) Encourage men to take legal literacy classes
d) The killing of witnesses in caste or to reduce domestic violence cases.

communal disputes. d) Provide financial literacy to rural husbands

for better household income management.



