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Mains Enrichment

Headline Source

Why Mussoorie hotels must now register
guests on govt portal

(The Indian Express | Page 12)
Promotes sustainable tourism via tech-
driven visitor tracking, enhances safety,
resource planning, and ecological
balance.

How a doomsday cult in Kenya left at least
400 people dead

(The Indian Express | Page 12 )
Exposes the risks of blind faith and
need for stronger regulation to prevent
human rights abuse and mass
manipulation

Which one of the following
Schedules of the Constitution
of India contains provisions
regarding anti-defection?

Daily MCQs  for Practice

(a) Second Schedule
(b) Fifth Schedule
(c) Eighth Schedule
(d) Tenth Schedule
[PYQ 2014]

[PYQ 2025]

I. If any question arises as to whether a
Member of the House of the People has
become subject to disqualification
under the 10th Schedule, the
President's decision in accordance with
the opinion of the Council of Union
Ministers shall be final.

II. There is no mention of the word
'political party' in the Constitution of
India.

Which of the statements given above
is/are correct?

(a) I only 
(b) II only 

(c) Both I and II
(d) Neither I nor I
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Consider the following statements: 



Context:

Grounds for Disqualification under
Tenth Schedule:

Deciding Authority:

Tenth Schedule (Anti-Defection Law):

The Supreme Court has
reprimanded the Telangana
Assembly Speaker for delaying
decisions on anti-defection
petitions filed against 10 BRS MLAs
who defected to the ruling
Congress in 2024.

“With over 30 years of working of
the Tenth Schedule, the real
question is whether the trust of
Parliament in the Speaker’s office
has been misplaced.”
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Key Observations by SC: 
Parliament must review the
expectation that Speakers will act
impartially in anti-defection
cases.
Disqualification proceedings
must be completed within 3
months.
Delays often cause a “natural
death” of petitions, especially
when timed with the end of
Assembly tenure.
Repeated delays make the Tenth
Schedule ineffective, defeating its
purpose. 
Speakers/Chairpersons must act
like tribunals, with no immunity
from judicial scrutiny

1. If an elected member voluntarily
gives up the membership of their
party.

2.  If they vote or abstain from
voting contrary to party directions
without prior permission.

3.  For independent MLAs: If they
join any party after election.

4.  For nominated MLAs: If they join
a party after 6 months of
nomination.

Introduced: 52nd Constitutional
Amendment Act, 1985
Purpose:

➤Prevent political defections
motivated by lure of office or
personal gain 
➤ Ensure political stability by
discouraging floor-crossing

➤ Speaker/Chairman of the
respective House 
➤ Subject to judicial review as per
Kihoto Hollohan (1992) judgment



The term "two-state solution" is
sometimes mentioned in the news in
the context of the affairs of

(a) China
(b) Israel 
(c) Iraq 
(d) Yemen
[PYQ 2018]

What is the Two-State Solution?

Summary

UN Membership Process - Palestine

Palestine's Status:

It refers to the proposed solution to
the Israel-Palestine conflict,
envisioning:

1.An independent State of
Palestine,

2.Coexisting peacefully with the
State of Israel,

3.Based on pre-1967 borders
(before the Six-Day War),

4.With East Jerusalem as
Palestine's capital.

1.Apply to UN Secretary-General
2.UNSC Approval: Needs 9/15 votes &

no P5 veto (US has blocked before)
3.UNGA Approval: Needs 2/3rd

majority

Not a full UN member
Holds non-member observer state
status since 2012

Canada to recognise State of
Palestine at UNGA (Sept 2025) if
Gaza war continues.
Follows France & UK pledging
support for Palestinian statehood.
Gaza crisis worsens with
starvation and famine warnings.
Trump reacts by threatening
trade war over pro-Palestine
recognition.
Portugal also considers
recognition.
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Military ends emergency after 4.5
years since 2021 coup.
Elections by year-end, but civil war
and opposition may derail process.
Military ousted Aung San Suu Kyi,
citing fraud (not backed by
observers).
New administrative bodies created
under military rule.
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Short Summary:

Consider the following statements:

Statement-I: India does not import
apples from the United States of
America.
Statement-II: In India, the law prohibits
the import of Genetically Modified food
without the approval of the competent
authority.

(a) Both Statement-I and Statement-II
are correct and Statement-II explains
Statement-I
(b) Both Statement-I and Statement-II
are correct, but Statement-II does not
explain Statement-I
(c) Statement-I is correct, but
Statement-II is incorrect
(d) Statement-I is incorrect, but
Statement-II is correct
[PYQ 2024]

Which one of the following is correct
in respect of the above statements?

What Happened?

U.S. President Donald Trump
launched a sharp attack on India
for:
Its strategic ties with Russia
Membership in the “anti-
American” BRICS bloc
A massive trade surplus and high
tariffs on U.S. goods

He also mocked Pakistan’s oil
deal with the U.S., suggesting it
may eventually “sell oil to India.”

Trump announced a 25%+ tariff on
Indian imports, especially defence
and energy goods from Russia.



India’s Response:

India-US Trade Snapshot (2024):

📦 Total Trade: $186 billion
💹 India’s Surplus: $41 billion
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Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal
defended India’s economic path,
calling it a “bright spot” in the
global economy.
He highlighted India’s expanding
trade network through Free Trade
Agreements (FTAs) with:
UAE, UK, Australia, EFTA etc.

“India is among the top five global
economies and is pursuing inclusive
and sustainable growth,” said Goyal.
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1.PSLV- L launch the satellites useful
for Earth resources monitoring
whereas GSLVs are designed mainly
to launch communication satellites.

2.Satellites launched by PSLV appear
to remain permanently fixed in the
same position in the sky, as viewed
from a particular location on Earth.

3.GSLV Mk III is a four-staged launch
vehicle with the first and third
stages using solid rocket motors;
and the second and fourth stages
using liquid rocket engines.

1.Other than USA and Russia, India is
the only country to have launched a
similar observatory into space.

2.Astrosat is a 2000 kg satellite placed
in an orbit at 1650 km above the
surface of the Earth.

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 
(c) 1 and 2 
(d) 3 only
[PYQ 2018]

With reference to India's satellite
launch vehicles, consider the
following statements:

With reference to 'Astrosat', the
astronomical observatory launched by
India, which of the following
statements is/are correct?

Which of the statements given above
is/are correct? 
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Select the correct answer using the
code given below. 

On July 30, GSLV-F16 launched the
NISAR satellite – a joint NASA-ISRO
Earth observation mission. 

NISAR uses L-band radar (NASA) and
S-band radar (ISRO) to detect minute
surface changes, even through clouds
and vegetation. 

It will monitor glacier flow, land use,
sea ice, urban subsidence, and
support disaster risk reduction and
climate models. 

It revisits the same spot every 12 days
under similar lighting for accurate
time-series data.

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
[PYQ 2016]

NISAR Launch: A New Phase in
NASA-ISRO Partnership
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GSLV vs PSLV

Feature GSLV (Geosynchronous
Satellite Launch Vehicle)

PSLV (Polar Satellite
Launch Vehicle)

Orbit Type Geostationary / high Earth
orbits

Sun-synchronous / low
Earth orbits

Payload Capacity Higher (~2.5-5 tons) Lower (~1.5 tons)

Usage Communication satellites
Earth observation, remote
sensing

Stages
3-stage, with cryogenic
upper stage

4-stage, solid-liquid
alternation
Export to Sheets

L-band vs S-band Radar

Feature L-band Radar S-band Radar

Frequency Lower (1-2 GHz) Higher (2-4 GHz)

Wavelength Longer (~24 cm) Shorter (~10 cm)

Penetration
Deeper (can pass through
vegetation, soil)

Less penetration

Used for
Monitoring soil, vegetation,
crust movements

Monitoring crop, rainfall,
shallow layers
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Consider the following heavy
industries:

Green hydrogen is expected to play a
significant role in decarbonizing how
many of the above industrie

With reference to green hydrogen,
consider the following statements:

How many of the above statements
are correct?

Fertilizer plants
Oil refineries
Steel plants

1. It can be used directly as a fuel for
internal combustion.

2. It can be blended with natural gas
and used as fuel for heat or power
generation.

3. It can be used in the hydrogen fuel
cell to run vehicles.

(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None
[PYQ 2023]

(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None
[PYQ 2023]

Why We Need Better Green
Technologies
(The Hindu, Page 10)

Silicon Solar Panels: Most common
but land-intensive and reaching
efficiency limits. Over 80% supply
chain depends on China. 

Green Hydrogen: Produced from
water using renewable energy. 

Used in steel, shipping, aviation.
Needs heavy infrastructure and
energy to store/transport.
Acts as a complement, not a
replacement for solar.
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Green Ammonia:

Green Methanol: Way Forward:
Mix of solar, green hydrogen,
ammonia, methanol, and CCS
Invest in R&D, reduce land use,
promote tech innovation
Encourage public-private
collaboration

GS3 (Environment): Digital regulation = sustainable tourism.

Disaster Management: Curbing over-construction in hill towns. 

Case Study: Post-Joshimath preventive action.

Made using green hydrogen.
 Easier to store and transport.
 Key for fertilizers and as a fuel.

Produced from CO₂ + green
hydrogen.
Can be used as a clean fuel in
shipping and chemical industries.
Helps in carbon recycling and
reducing fossil fuel dependence.

Europe’s RFNBO Push: Fuels from
non-biological, renewable sources
(without biomass) to promote green
hydrogen and its derivatives.

Mains Usage:

CCS (Carbon Capture and Storage):
Captures CO₂ from industries and
stores it underground to cut
emissions.

MAINS ENRICHMENT 
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 Mains Usage

GS1 (Society): Case of religious
radicalization and cult influence on
vulnerable communities. 

GS2 (Governance): Highlights lack of
oversight on religious institutions and
delayed state response.

GS3 (Internal Security): Shows how
online platforms aid extremism,
comparable to non-state actor
radicalisation. 

GS4 (Ethics): Example of abuse of
moral authority, and failure of ethical
governance.



MCQs For Practice
Q1. With reference to the Tenth Schedule of the Indian Constitution, consider
the following statements:

Q2. Consider the following statements regarding Palestine's status at the
United Nations:

Q3. Which country recently ended its prolonged state of emergency and
announced elections amid ongoing conflict?

1. It was inserted by the 44th Constitutional Amendment Act, 1978.
2.The decision of the Speaker under the Tenth Schedule is subject to judicial

review.
3.A legislator is disqualified if they voluntarily give up membership of their

political party.

1.Palestine is a full member of the United Nations.
2.Any new member requires approval by the Security Council and a two-

thirds majority in the General Assembly.
3.A veto by any permanent member of the Security Council can block

Palestine's full membership.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 and 2 only 
b) 2 and 3 only 
c) 1 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3

Which of the statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 and 3 only 
c) 1 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 an

a) Sri Lanka 
b) Myanmar 

c) Sudan 
d) Ethiopia
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MCQs For Practice
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Q4. Which of the following are potential applications of the NISAR satellite?

Q5. With reference to "Renewable Fuels of Non-Biological Origin (RFNBOs)",
consider the following:

Q. Mains Question For Practice (GS2 – International Relations)
Myanmar’s return to electoral promises after years of military rule is
overshadowed by internal conflict and democratic erosion.
Discuss the implications of political instability in Myanmar on India’s strategic,
security, and regional interests. (150 words)

1.Monitoring glacier movement 
2.Studying sea ice dynamics 
3.Assessing agricultural biomass 
4.Detecting space weather anomalies

These are produced without using any fossil fuels or biomass. 
Green ammonia and green methanol fall under this category. 
India currently leads the global adoption of RFNBOs. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

Select the correct answer using the code below: 
A) 1, 2 and 3 only
B) 2 and 4 only 
C) 1 and 4 only 
D) All of the above

A) 1 and 2 only 
B) 2 and 3 only 
C) 1 only 
D) 1, 2 and 3


