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Saltwater crocodile population in Bengal’s
Sundarban Biosphere Reserve shows
substantial increase: survey

Source: The Hindu (Pg-2)

GS Paper: GS-3 » Environment,
Conservation, Biodiversity

Context

The population of saltwater crocodiles
(Crocodylus porosus), are the largest reptiles
in the world, has increased in the Sundarban
Biosphere Reserve (SBR), West Bengal)
compared to last year.

A survey by the West Bengal Forest
Department (2025) confirms arise in
population, especially in hatchlings - an
encouraging sign for ecosystem stability.



“y About Saltwater Crocodile (Crocodylus
porosus)

Largest reptile in the world (up to 6-7 m).
Distribution in India: Sundarbans (West
Bengal), Odisha, Andaman & Nicobar
Islands.

Habitat: Rivers, swamps, estuaries, and
mangrove ecosystems.

Ecological Role:

« Apex predator; hyper-carnivore.

 Regulates prey populations.

« Keeps ecosystems clean by feeding on
carcasses.

*y About Saltwater Crocodile (Crocodylus
porosus)

 IUCN Red List: Least Concern (LC)

o CITES: Appendix | (trade strictly
regulated).

« Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 (India):
Schedule | (highest protection).

Key Findings of 2025 Survey (Forest Dept., WB)

Population estimate (2025): 220 - 242
individuals.

« Direct sightings: 213.
e Last year’s estimate (2024): 204 - 234
individuals.

Break-up (2025):

e 125 adults
« 88 juveniles
o 23 hatchlings (notably rare sighting earlier).

Conservation effort: Bhagabatpur Crocodile
Project (South 24 Parganas, est. 1976).
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How India’s youth can challenge U.S. tariffs
Source: The Hindu Page Number: 10

GS-2: International Relations
GS-3: Economy

Context

In August 2025, the U.S. President announced that imports from
India to the U.S. will be charged tariffs at 50%, impacting a range of
Indian goods.

This move challenges India’s trade competitiveness and economic
diplomacy.

The article examines the role of India’s demographic advantage—its
large, youthful workforce— in countering the economic pressures
from U.S. tariffs.

Summary of the Article

1. Tariffs & Impact:

o Tariffs are levies on imports; the new U.S. tariffs (50%) affect
Indian goods like steel, pharmaceuticals, textiles, and IT services.

e India’s export sector, already vulnerable, will face greater stress,
particularly agriculture (soybean exports hit).
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2. Global Trade Context: 4. Policy Recommendations: Mains Question of the Day
e China’'s dominance in global supply o Invest in higher education and vocational High U.S. tariffs expose India’s trade
chains and strategic minerals gives it skills to harness demographic dividend. vulnerabilities. How can India’s youth
stronger trade leverage compared to « Use the youth workforce as a bargaining chip demographic be leveraged as a strategic
India. in trade negotiations.

asset in global trade? Discuss.
e Focus on export diversification and domestic (150 words, 10 marks)

3. India’s Strength - Youth Advantage: demand creation to reduce overdependence

on U.S. markets.

« India has the world’s largest working-
9 9 o Strengthen India’s technological base and

age population, with Tin every 5 young innovation ecosystem to compete with

eople globally living in India.
peopie g yiving | I advanced economies.

« By 2050, while high-income countries

and China will face ageing populations, 5. Policy Recommendations:

India’s youth bulge will continue to  Tariff barriers from the U.S. are an immediate

supply skilled labor. challenge, but India’s demographic dividend
. Skilled youth, if trained in STEM, digital offers a long-term strategic counterbalance.

economy, and high-tech sectors, can « With proper investment in youth skills and

position India as a global economic industries, India can reduce vulnerability and

player. emerge as a key node in global trade

networks.



Brain-eating amoeba
Source: The Indian Express Page Number: 15

GS-2: Health
GS-3: Science & Technology, Environment

Context

A deadly brain-eating amoeba (Naegleria fowleri) caused the death of a 9-year-old child and
infected two others, including a three-month-old baby, in Kerala’s Kozhikode district. The
infection is called Primary Amoebic Meningoencephalitis (PAM).

« Fewer than 500 PAM cases worldwide since 1965, reported in every continent except
Antarctica.

o India: first case in 1977; first Kerala case in 2016.

« Kerala (2016-2023): 8 PAM cases; 2023 alone saw 36 cases and 9 deaths. Fatality rate globally
is 97%.

« Pathogen: Naegleria fowleri lives in warm freshwater, soil, lakes, rivers, swimming pools,
poorly chlorinated recreational water. Thrives up to 46°C.

« Human infection: enters body via nose while swimming, reaches brain causing tissue
damage. Not transmitted by drinking water; not communicable.



« Symptoms: headache, fever, nausea, vomiting, stiff neck,
confusion, seizures, hallucinations, coma. Death usually within 1-18
days.

 Treatment: No definitive cure; experimental use of amphotericin B,
fluconazole, azithromycin, rifampin, miltefosine, dexamethasone.

o Kerala link: First case in Alappuzha (2016); later in Malappuram,
Kozhikode, Thrissur. Increased detection due to acute encephalitis
syndrome (AES) testing. Climate change and pollution also
possible factors.
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o 2006 (Israel-Hezbollah war): UNSC Resolution 1701 expanded
UNIFIL's mandate to monitor ceasefire, support Lebanese Armed
Forces, and facilitate humanitarian aid.

UNSC debates future withdrawal of Lebanon peacekeeping force
Source: The HinduPage Number: 15

GS Paper: GS-2 » International Relations . . L
e Since then: UNIFIL has been patrolling, monitoring, and

Context preventing escalation, though occasional clashes occur with both
« The UN Security Council has begun debating a France-drafted Hezbollah and Israeli forces.
resolution to extend the UN peacekeeping force in south Lebanon
(UNIFIL) for one year, with the ultimate aim of withdrawal. About UN Peacekeeping Forces

® ! i ° ° o o °
Israel and the U.S. oppose the renewal of UNIFIL's mandate, while « Role: UN Peacekeeping helps countries transition from conflict to

France and other members back its continuation. peace by deploying multinational forces under UN mandate.

« Lebanon is grappling with disarming Hezbollah, while Israel

maintains forces in strategic areas and continues cross-border * Mandates: Typically include monitoring ceasefires, protecting

strikes civilians, supporting political processes, assisting disarmament &

demobilization, and facilitating humanitarian aid.

History of UN Peacekeeping in Israel-Lebanon . .
o Structure: Operates under the authority of the UN Security

« 1978: Following Israeli invasion of Lebanon, the UN Interim Force Council; troops are contributed by member states, but command
in Lebanon (UNIFIL) was created by UNSC Resolutions 425 & 426. lies with the UN.
« Mandate: Confirm Israeli withdrawal, restore peace/security, and o UNIFIL (Lebanon): One of the oldest UN missions (est. 1978).
assist Lebanon in regaining authority in the south. Currently includes around 10,000+ personnel from multiple
e 2000: Israel withdrew from south Lebanon; the Blue Line was countries.

drawn by the UN.
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Gender change: HC directs Manipur authorities to issue fresh
academic certificates to transwoman doctor

Source: The Hindu Page No.: 2
GS Paper: GS-2 » Social Issues

Context

« The High Court of Manipur directed state education authorities to
issue fresh academic certificates under new name and gender to
a transwoman doctor.

« Beoncy Laishram, who underwent gender reassignment in 2019,
struggled to update her name/gender in academic records
despite changes in Aadhaar and PAN.

« The court upheld her right to identity, making her the first doctor

from the transgender community in the Northeast region.

Relevance in UPSC Mains

You can use this case in:
e GS-2 (Social Justice):




e Rights of Transgender Persons Act, 2019 - implementation
and gaps.

e Role of judiciary in protecting fundamental rights (Articles 14,
19, 21).

 Issues of inclusivity in education, identity recognition, and
social empowerment.

o Essay Paper: Topics on Gender Justice, Social Empowerment,
Marginalized Communities.

o Ethics Paper (GS-4): Case study reference on empathy, dignity,
equality, justice.



DAILY MCQs FOR PRACTICE

Ql. Recently, the Saltwater Crocodile
population survey (2025) reported a
significant rise in numbers in the
Sundarbans. Consider the following
statements:

1.Saltwater Crocodile is the largest living
reptile species.

2.1t is listed as Vulnerable under the IUCN
Red List.

3.Sundarban Biosphere Reserve is the only
natural habitat of Saltwater Crocodiles in
India.

Which of the above is/are correct?

a) 1 only

b) 1and 2 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d)1,2and 3

Q2. The recent debate around U.S. tariffs on

Chinese goods is most closely linked with which

of the following global economic concerns?

a) Revival of Bretton Woods system

b) Trade protectionism and economic
nationalism

c) Strengthening of WTO'’s dispute resolution
mechanism

d) Adoption of Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP)

Q3. Naegleria fowleri, sometimes seen in
the news, is related to:

a) Invasive plant species damaging
wetlands

b) Brain-eating amoeba causing rare
infections

c) Marine fish disease affecting coral reefs
d) Bacterial outbreak leading to cholera



DAILY MCQs FOR PRACTICE

Q4.With reference to the United Nations
Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL), consider
the following statements:

1.1t was established in 1978 by the UN
Security Council.

2.1ts mandate includes monitoring the
cessation of hostilities between Israel
and Lebanon.

3.India has never contributed troops to
UNIFIL.

Which of the above is/are correct?

a) 1and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1and 3 only
d)1,2and 3

Q5. The recent judgment of the Manipur High
Court directing issue of fresh academic
certificates to a transgender person is
significant because:

a) It is the first such order from any High Court
in India.

b) It upholds the right to identity under Articles
14 and 21 of the Constitution.

c) It allows retrospective application of gender
identity in official documents.

d) It extends reservation benefits of OBC
category to transgender persons.

Answers

1-b
2->b
3->b
45 a
5-b






