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Bills to Oust Arrested Ministers Trigger
Chaos

GS Paper: GS2 – Polity (Parliament,
Constitution, Federalism)

Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC):

The Three Bills at a Glance (2025)

Criticism & Concerns
Context

Parliamentary Committees

Source: The Hindu | Page 1

Govt introduced three Bills (2025) to
remove PM, CMs, Ministers if arrested
>30 days on serious criminal charges (5+
years imprisonment).

Standing Committees → permanent (e.g.,
Public Accounts Committee, Estimates
Committee).

Ad-hoc Committees → temporary, for specific
issue (e.g., JPC, Select Committees).

Temporary, includes members from Lok
Sabha + Rajya Sabha (here: 21 LS + 10 RS).
Examines a specific Bill/issue in detail and
submits report to Parliament.

Federalism: Weakens States’ autonomy.
Presumption of innocence violated.
Political misuse: e.g., Delhi CM Arvind
Kejriwal jailed for months under Section
19, PMLA (ED power to arrest) → cited as
example.
Govt stance: Ensures morality in politics,
with re-appointment safeguard.

Amends Section 54 of J&K
Reorganisation Act, 2019.
Applies 30-day rule to J&K CM and
Ministers.

Inserts into: Article 75 (Union Ministers),
Article 164 (State CMs & Ministers), Article
239AA (Delhi).

Extends same 30-day rule to UT Ministers
under 1963 Act.

If arrested >30 days → automatic removal on
31st day.
Re-appointment allowed after release.

1. The Constitution (130th Amendment) Bill, 2025

2. Government of Union Territories (Amendment)
Bill, 2025

3. Jammu & Kashmir Reorganisation
(Amendment) Bill, 2025

Bills sent to Joint Parliamentary
Committee (JPC).

Opposition says “anti-federal, open to
misuse.”

21th  AUG, 2025



Lok Sabha clears Bill that bans real money gaming

Summary of the Bill

Penalties:

E-Sports Legalised:

Context

The Hindu | Page 6 | GS2, GS3

Lok Sabha passed the Promotion and Regulation of Online Gaming
Bill, 2025, seeking to curb social and financial harms caused by
real-money online gaming (fantasy sports, rummy, poker, betting
apps).

Ban: Real-money online games prohibited (offering, operating,
advertising, promoting).

Up to 3 years jail / ₹1 crore fine for offering or facilitating.
Up to 2 years jail / ₹50 lakh fine for advertising.
Banks/payment gateways barred from enabling such
transactions.

Educational, creative, and recreational e-sports exempted.
A Central Regulatory Authority to be established. 
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Objective: To prevent suicides, family
distress, and financial losses due to
addictive real-money gaming.

Concerns: Industry fears job/revenue losses;
also debate over Union vs. State legislative
competence.
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India’s democracy is failing the migrant
citizen

Context

Summary

The Hindu | Page 8 (Editorial) | GS–2, GS–3

The article highlights how India’s electoral
system, built around a sedentary citizen,
excludes millions of internal migrants. Due
to rigid voter ID and residence–linked rules,
migrants are disenfranchised, leading to
democratic and social exclusion.

Mass Deletion of Migrant Voters: Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of State electoral
rolls led to the mass deletion of nearly
3.5 million migrants (4.4% of total voters)
who were labelled as “permanently
migrated.”
Sedentary Electoral Infrastructure: Voter
registration tied to proof of residence
and in–person verification excludes
migrant workers living in rented rooms,
construction sites, footpaths, or slums.
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Study Findings: Tata Institute of
Social Sciences, Mumbai (2015),
study ‘Inclusive Elections in India:
Domestic Migration and Issues in
Electoral Participation’ confirmed
disenfranchisement of migrants due
to bureaucratic barriers, digital
illiteracy, and exclusion.

Turnout Data: Lowest turnout among
Indian States seen in Bihar (53.3%);
contrast – Gujarat and Karnataka
reported average migrant turnout of
66.4% and 70.7% respectively.
Annual Out–Migration: Based on mobility
data, Bihar sees annual outflow of
approx. 4.8 million migrants between
June–September (half of them, 2.7
million, from just three festivals: Durga
Puja, Chhath, and Diwali until October
and November).

NFSA, 2013: Only 3.3 lakh households avail
ration portability in destination States out of
millions of eligible migrants.
Way Forward: Adoption of portable, flexible,
mobile voter identity systems. Replicating
the Kerala model of migrant surveys in
States like Bihar and Uttar Pradesh can help
re–enrol migrant voters.
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Why India needs a national space law

Context

Outer Space Treaty & UNOOSA

The Hindu, Page No. 10, GS-3

India is set to celebrate its second
National Space Day on August 23 with
missions like Chandrayaan-3, Gaganyaan,
and the proposed Bharat Antariksh
Station.
But despite technological progress, India
lacks a dedicated national space law,
which is necessary to regulate
exploration, innovation, and
commercialization of outer space.

The Outer Space Treaty (1967) is the
foundational framework for international
space law.
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The treaty establishes that outer space is the province of all
mankind, prohibits national appropriation, and makes states
responsible for all activities — whether by government or private
entities.
However, the treaty is not self–executing; hence nations must
create domestic legislation.
The United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA)
oversees the implementation of these treaties and promotes
international cooperation.

Summary
India has ratified the treaty but is still in the process of enacting its
own national space legislation.
Many countries like Japan, Luxembourg, and the U.S. have already
enacted such laws, offering clarity on insurance, liability, and
commercial rights in space activities.

Such a framework would create a stable regulatory environment,
attract private investment, and strengthen India’s credibility in global
space governance.

“India’s space programme has advanced technologically, but the
absence of a national space legislation remains a critical gap. Discuss
the need for such a law in the context of India’s obligations under the
Outer Space Treaty, 1967 and the challenges faced by emerging space
startups.” (150 words)

A statutory authority could:

Provide clear licensing and liability frameworks.
Enable third–party insurance for space startups.
Protect intellectual property rights.
Establish debris management rules and prevent conflicts of
interest.



India successfully test-fires Agni-5
intermediate-range ballistic missile

Context:

The Hindu | Page 5 | GS3

India has successfully test-fired its
intermediate-range ballistic missile Agni-5
from the Integrated Test Range at
Chandipur, Odisha on August 20. The
launch, conducted under the aegis of the
Strategic Forces Command, validated all
operational and technical parameters. Agni-
5 is designed by the Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO) with a
range of 5,000 km, and it plays a critical role
in meeting India’s security requirements.
The last trial (March 11, 2024) tested the
MIRV (Multiple Independently Targetable
Re-entry Vehicle) capability.
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Ballistic Missile vs. Cruise Missile:

Ballistic Missile:

Agni-5 Specifics:

Cruise Missile:

Launched directly into the earth’s
atmosphere and follows a parabolic
trajectory.
Powered only in the initial phase; later,
gravity guides it.
Can carry nuclear/ conventional
warheads to long ranges.
Example: Agni series.

Classified as an ICBM (Intercontinental
Ballistic Missile) though range is ~5,000 km.
Enhances India’s deterrence capability,
particularly against adversaries like China.
Features MIRV technology, enabling one
missile to strike multiple targets.
Strengthens India’s second-strike capability
under credible minimum deterrence.

Powered throughout its flight; flies at
low altitudes within the atmosphere.
Follows a controlled flight path, making
it more precise.
Usually smaller in payload and range
compared to ballistic missiles.
Example: BrahMos.
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Headline: Kerala to help Himachal Pradesh
adopt community-based palliative care
model

Context:

Where this example can be used:

The Hindu | Page 3

Kerala will assist Himachal Pradesh in
setting up a community-based palliative
care system. A Himachal delegation studied
Kerala’s model, and training was given to
doctors and nurses.

As a model of community-driven
healthcare.
For inclusive and affordable healthcare
delivery.
To show ethical and compassionate
governance in health.
As a best practice in public health
innovation.



DAILY MCQs FOR PRACTICE
Q1.  Which of the following statements
correctly describes Agni-5 missile?

Q2. Recently, the government announced
regulations distinguishing online games. Which
of the following statements correctly reflects
this distinction?

Q3. Which of the following best reflects
India’s obligations under the Outer Space
Treaty, 1967?

(a) It is a short-range tactical battlefield
missile with a range below 500 km.
(b) It is India’s first submarine-launched
ballistic missile.
(c) It is an intercontinental ballistic missile
(ICBM) with a range of over 5,000 km.
(d) It is a hypersonic cruise missile
developed jointly with Russia.

(a) All online games involving money have been
banned.
(b) Online games involving wagering or betting
are prohibited, while e-sports have been
recognized as a legitimate activity.
(c) E-sports and betting are both brought under
one authority for regulation.
(d) Only fantasy sports platforms are exempted
from restrictions.

(a) Outer space can be used for military
purposes but not for placing nuclear
weapons.
(b) Only spacefaring nations are allowed to
claim ownership over celestial bodies.
(c) Outer space shall be used exclusively for
peaceful purposes, and no national
appropriation is allowed.
(d) Private companies are free to exploit
lunar resources without international
oversight.
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DAILY MCQs FOR PRACTICE
Q4.Consider the following differences
between Ballistic Missiles and Cruise
Missiles:

1.

Q5. The Kerala model of community-based
palliative care is significant because:

1.Ballistic missiles follow a parabolic
trajectory, while cruise missiles fly within
the earth’s atmosphere.

2.Ballistic missiles are generally faster and
longer in range than cruise missiles.

3.Cruise missiles are powered throughout
their flight, whereas ballistic missiles are
powered only in their initial phase.

Which of the above statements is/are
correct?

(a) It relies solely on government hospitals for
care delivery.
(b) It was initiated by the private corporate
sector as part of CSR.
(c) It is led by local communities with volunteer
participation, supported by the state.
(d) It is based exclusively on insurance-funded
healthcare.

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Answers

(c) – It is an intercontinental ballistic missile
(ICBM) with a range of over 5,000 km.
(b) – Online games involving wagering or
betting are prohibited, while e-sports have
been recognized as a legitimate activity.
(c) – Outer space shall be used exclusively
for peaceful purposes, and no national
appropriation is allowed.
(d) – 1, 2 and 3
(c) – It is led by local communities with
volunteer participation, supported by the
state.
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