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Headline: What has NOTTO said about organ
donations to women?

GS2 (Health)

Context

Summary

1. The Story So Far

2. Gender Disparity 4. Who Can Donate Organs?

5. What is the Status of Organ Donation?

6. Patient Need and Shortfall in India

3. Legal Framework

Source: The Hindu Page No.: 10

The article highlights the gender disparity in
organ transplantation in India, where
women donate more but receive fewer
organs. It discusses NOTTO’s new directive,
the governing law, key statistics, challenges,
and global comparisons

NOTTO (National Organ and Tissue
Transplant Organisation) has directed
that women patients and relatives of
deceased donors will get priority in
organ allocation.
Part of a 10-point advisory to reduce
gender disparity and promote donations.

From 2019–2023, 63.8% of living donors were
women, but 69.8% of recipients were men.

Governed by Transplantation of Human
Organs Act, 1994 (amended 2011 to include
tissues and stem cells).

Act bans commercial dealings; coordinators
are appointed in hospitals to facilitate
retrieval and donation.
Trauma centres are advised to create
retrieval facilities and train responders to
identify potential donors.

Living Donors: A healthy person can
donate certain organs (such as one
kidney, part of the liver, or bone marrow)
during their lifetime.
Deceased Donors: Organs can be
retrieved after brain or cardiac death and
transplanted to save multiple lives.

Globally: WHO estimates that more than
1,30,000 solid organ transplants are
performed each year, meeting only
about 10% of the worldwide need.
Countries with greater awareness and
streamlined donor systems achieve
significantly better outcomes, showing
that organ donation can succeed when it
becomes a social norm.

Each year, over 1.8 lakh Indians develop
end-stage kidney disease, but only about
12,000 kidney transplants take place.

NOTTO is the apex body regulating
transplants; hospitals must register
with it.

In the past 5 years, 36,038 women patients
received transplants.
Of 56,509 living donations, only 17,044
went to women, while 39,447 went to
men.
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A small increase in organ donation
could help thousands of patients
get a second chance at life.

Lack of awareness, cultural myths,
hesitation to discuss donation remain
key barriers.
Yet, with modern medicine, recipients
can live long and healthy lives.
One donor can save up to 8 lives and
help many through tissue donation.

<Why has NOTTO issued a directive giving
priority to women in organ allocation, and what
challenges persist in India’s organ donation
system?= (150 words)

Government appeals usually lead to
more people pledging organs.
Family appeals may not lead to
immediate donation, but can encourage
future pledges.

7. Obstacles

8. Appeals for Organs



22th AUG, 2025

Headline: Justice is not about 8teaching
someone a lesson9

Subject: GS2 – Polity, Governance, Judiciary

Context

The editorial analyses a recent Chhattisgarh

High Court judgment on a custodial death

case, where police officers allegedly killed a

Dalit man in custody. The High Court

reduced the conviction from murder to

culpable homicide, stating the intent was to

<teach a lesson.= The author critiques this

reasoning, arguing that framing state

violence as discipline or deterrence

undermines constitutional values of justice,

due process, and equality.

Source: The Hindu (Editorial) Page No.: 8
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2. Problematic Framing

3. Caste Dimension

5. Judicial Language and Its Impact

6. Way Forward

4. Larger Problem of Custodial Violence

Violence framed as discipline is deeply
problematic.
The remark reflects an institutional
mindset that normalises custodial
torture.

The issue is not only the reduced sentence
but the conceptual framing of violence as a
tolerable tool for discipline.

The victim was a Dalit, yet caste context was
erased.
The trial court acquitted the main accused
under the SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities)
Act, 1989, and the High Court did not
interfere.
This reflects a pattern of caste-coded
enforcement where structural caste power
motivates custodial violence.

Judicial reasoning shapes policy. By
validating <teaching a lesson,= courts
send a dangerous message: that
brutality is sometimes understandable.

Judiciary must resist rationalising
custodial violence.
SC/ST Act must be enforced robustly in
every custodial death involving caste
victims.
Independent accountability mechanisms
and stronger procedural safeguards are
needed.

This undermines proportionality,
dignity, and due process, weakening
constitutional morality.

The law must reinforce that custodial
violence is criminal, not disciplinary.
True justice is about equality and
dignity, not authoritarian punishment.

Custodial violence is a persistent issue
despite Supreme Court rulings (e.g., D.K.
Basu, Munshi Singh Gautam).
Procedural safeguards exist, yet custodial
deaths remain frequent, disproportionately
affecting Dalits, Adivasis, and the poor.

<Teaching a lesson= is not a legal

principle in the Constitution, but

vigilante logic that legitimises

violence as correction.

1. Four police officers were convicted of

murder by the trial court, but the High Court

reduced charges to culpable homicide,

interpreting intent as <teaching a lesson.=
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Three Plus One

Subject: GS2 – International Relations

Context

Key Engagements:

Summary

The article analyzes India’s recent diplomatic
engagements with Russia and China, set
against the backdrop of increasing discomfort
in US–India relations due to President Donald
Trump’s policies. It discusses India’s efforts to
maintain independent and agile foreign policy
in the face of global power tensions and
evolving economic and strategic challenges.

Independent Diplomacy: India’s recent summits
with Russia and China are taking place amid
US–India friction, especially over oil tariffs and
Ukraine–related issues. Even as Washington’s
stance influences the global environment, India
pursues direct engagement with Moscow and
Beijing.

Source: The Indian Express, Page Number 14 Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi visited
Delhi for boundary talks.
External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar
went to Moscow to lead the India–Russia
Inter–Governmental Commission

US–Russia Tensions: Trump’s policies

have resulted in threats of sanctions

against India’s imports of cheap Russian

oil and public accusations of profiting

from Russian resources. The article

highlights the need for India to maintain

autonomous relations with major

powers, learning not to be caught in

great power conflicts.

India is preparing for meetings with
Chinese President Xi Jinping and Russian
President Vladimir Putin.
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China Relations: India’s engagement with China has accelerated,
focusing on resuming flights, border trade, and strengthening border
management. Despite dialogue and de–escalation, border disputes
still persist, and China remains competitive with a significant trade
surplus.

Strategic Recommendations: The article stresses the importance of
India strengthening economic reforms, investing in technology and
defense (e.g., Agni-5 missile test), and deepening partnerships with
Asian powers to balance China’s influence.

Conclusion: For India to gain leverage in its China relationship, it must
modernize its economy and defense while reducing its trade gap and
strengthening regional ties.
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NTCA limits tiger corridors to minimal
requirement, multiple projects to benefit

Subject: GS3 – Environment

Context

Summary (Pointwise)

The article discusses a policy shift by the
National Tiger Conservation Authority
(NTCA), which has now limited the
definition of tiger corridors to the bare
minimum—specifically, to only 32 <least
cost pathways= identified in 2014. This
move was made less than a month after
NTCA previously affirmed in court that the
identification of tiger corridors must be
based on multiple scientific parameters.

NTCA has issued a clarification
restricting tiger corridors to just 32
<least cost pathways= from 2014,
impacting environmental clearance for
development projects.

Source: The Indian Express, Page Number 10



Tiger corridors are wildlife pathways
crucial for connecting tiger habitats,
enabling gene flow, animal movement,
and long-term survival.
The Wildlife Protection Act, 1972
requires infrastructure projects near
tiger habitats to secure statutory
clearance from the National Board for
Wildlife (NBWL).

Researchers recently proposed up to 192
corridors to cover 10 central Indian states,
facilitating tiger movement among 30
reserves and around 150 protected areas.

About NTCA: NTCA is a statutory body in
India established under the Wildlife
(Protection) Amendment Act, 2006. It
functions under the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change.

About NBWL: NBWL is the highest
decision–making body on wildlife
matters in India, constituted under the
Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.

Role: NBWL grants statutory clearances
for developmental projects that may
impact wildlife habitats, including tiger
reserves and corridors. Projects involving
land diversion in or near protected areas
require NBWL approval to ensure
ecological sustainability.

Role: NTCA is responsible for the
planning, promotion, and coordination
of tiger conservation in India. It
oversees the implementation of
Project Tiger and monitors tiger
reserves and corridors for effective
conservation.

The case is subject to ongoing judicial review
and the Bombay High Court is expected to
revisit the issue.

National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA)

National Board for Wildlife (NBWL)

The move reduced benchmarks for
tiger corridor identification, favoring
corridor pathways marked in 2014 over
wider scientific recommendations.

This change allows several mining
and infrastructure projects to
benefit, as only those within the
designated corridors need NBWL
approval.

The decision has drawn criticism, since
NTCA’s previous affidavit emphasized
considering multiple scientific studies
for corridor identification.
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Tiger Corridors: These are natural pathways that connect fragmented
tiger habitats, enabling tigers to migrate, find mates, and access
larger territories. Corridors maintain genetic diversity and long-term
survival of tiger populations by allowing safe animal movement
between forests or reserves.

Least Cost Pathways: These are scientifically identified routes
considered the easiest or most suitable pathways for tiger movement,
minimizing risks like human conflict or physical barriers. The term
refers to specific corridors mapped based on ecological and
geographic data to optimize tiger connectivity.

Key Terms



Once a week, Collectorate’s courtyard in
Sikkim’s Namchi turns into a melting pot of
artisans, farmers selling wares

Context:

Source: The Hindu, Page Number 4

This article highlights a weekly initiative at
the Namchi District Collectorate in Sikkim
where villagers set up stalls to sell home–
cooked meals, farm products, snacks, and
handicrafts. This initiative, called Project
Prayas, provides rural self–help groups and
farmer–producer organizations free space to
market their goods, enhancing their
visibility and empowering them
economically. It bridges the gap between
rural producers and government employees,
creating a sustainable platform for rural
livelihoods.
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Civil Servant Involved: Anupa Tamling, the
District Magistrate, experimented with
Project Prayas to support rural producers.

GS2 (Governance): Innovations in
governance promoting rural
entrepreneurship and community
engagement.
GS3 (Rural Development & Economy):
Empowerment of rural farmers and
artisans through enhanced market
access.
GS4 (Ethics): Inclusive governance and
empowerment of marginalized
communities.

This article can be used as a case study or
example in:

Usage in UPSC Mains
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DAILY MCQs FOR PRACTICE
Q1.  Consider the following statements
about tiger corridors in India:

Q2. The Project Prayas initiative in Sikkim is
significant because it:

Q3. With reference to custodial violence and
the judiciary’s stance, consider the
following:1.Tiger corridors are essential for enabling

genetic diversity and animal movement
between fragmented habitats.

2.The National Tiger Conservation
Authority (NTCA) recently limited
recognition of corridors to <least cost
pathways= identified in 2014.

3.Projects outside these designated
corridors no longer require statutory
clearance from the National Board for
Wildlife (NBWL).

Which of the above statements are correct?
 A) 1 and 2 only
 B) 2 and 3 only
 C) 1 and 3 only
 D) All of the above

Which of the above statements is/are
correct?
 A) 1 only
 B) 2 and 3 only
 C) 3 only
 D) All of the above

A) Provides rural producers access to market
their products inside government spaces,
facilitating economic empowerment.
B) Is a state–run scheme aiming to modernize
agricultural equipment for farmers.
C) Offers financial subsidies directly to self–help
groups (SHGs) for production enhancement.
D) Focuses on urban artisans to promote
handicrafts through online platforms.

1.Teaching a lesson as justification for
custodial violence is constitutionally
recognized in India.

2.The Supreme Court has rejected
<teaching a lesson= as violating
fundamental rights of dignity and due
process.

3.Courts have emphasized that deterrence
cannot come from disproportionate use
of state power.
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DAILY MCQs FOR PRACTICE
Q4.The phrase <Three Plus One= in the
context of Indian foreign policy refers to:

Q5.Which of the following statements best
describe the National Tiger Conservation
Authority (NTCA)?

A) India’s diplomatic engagement with
three Asian countries and one African
nation.
B) India’s balancing act involving diplomacy
with Russia, China, the United States, plus
India’s independent foreign policy.
C) India’s regional economic partnerships
plus one global economic bloc.
D) Three major regional organizations India
is part of, plus its domestic economic reform
agenda.

1. It is a statutory body established under the
Wildlife Protection Act (Amendment) 2006.

2. It supervises the implementation of Project
Tiger and tiger reserve management.

3.NTCA directly grants environmental
clearances for all mining projects in tiger
habitats.

Select the correct answer using the code below:

A) 1 and 2 only
B) 2 and 3 only
C) 1 and 3 only
D) All of the above

Answers

1: D
2: A
3: B
4: B
5: A
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