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Trout farming in trouble in Himachal as flash floods take toll on
fisheries sector

GS Paper: Environment

Context of the Article

Trout Farming

Source: The Hindu, Page 2

Himachal Pradesh has witnessed a sharp rise in flash flood
incidents, particularly during monsoon.
These floods are damaging fragile aquatic habitats, especially in
rivers and streams where trouts thrive.
Trout farming, which started as a sports fish initiative, is now a
commercial activity with over 742 families dependent on it.
Fisheries Department has urged the State government to include
trout farmers under the disaster relief manual, as recurring floods
cause severe economic loss.

Brown Trout (Salmo trutta fario) and Rainbow Trout (Salmo
gairdneri gairdneri) were introduced in India to encourage sports
fisheries.
Over time, trout farming turned into a commercial venture for
table fish production.

Origin
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Habitats

Impact of Flash Floods on Farms

Trouts are cold-water species, thriving in
high-altitude Himalayan rivers, rivulets,
and streams.
Found in Beas, Sutlej, Ravi, and other
upper Himalayan waters.
They need:

(a) Golden Mahseer
(b) Indian Nightjar
(c) Spoonbill
(d) White Ibis

Habitat destruction due to debris and

siltation.

Disruption of water supply → high

mortality of trout.

Economic losses for families dependent

on trout farming.

Threat to Himachal’s position as a

leading state in trout farming.

Ecological concern for fragile Himalayan

aquatic systems.

Which of the following is not a bird ?

(2022)

Clean, cold, fresh water
High oxygen levels
 Stable aquatic ecosystems
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Bills to steer voyage to ‘Amrit Kaal’

GS Paper: GS3

Context of the Article

Legislations

1. Merchant Shipping Act, 2025

5 legislations to overhaul maritime laws, replace colonial-era

framework.

Goals: ease of doing business, global alignment, lower logistics

cost, boost ports/shipbuilding/shipping.

Replaces 1958 law.

Aligns with IMO conventions.

Wider ownership; Indian-flag chartered vessels.

Focus: safety, salvage, pilotage, pollution control.

Source: The Hindu, Page 13
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Replaces 1908 law.
Ports = ~90% of trade; upgrades safety,
security, governance.
Boards for 12 major & 200+ non-major
ports.
Push for eco-friendly, competitive
services.
State Maritime Boards; dispute
resolution.
National maritime single-window +
grievance redressal.

Cuts logistics cost; promotes sustainable
transport.
Boosts domestic/coastal shipping;
Indian-flag use.
Linked to National Coastal Shipping Plan
& inland waterways.

Modern framework.

Clear transfer of rights/liabilities.
Less ambiguity → fewer disputes.

Clear rules on Bills of Lading.
Simplifies transactions; improves
transparency and credibility.

90% → Share of India’s trade volume
handled by ports.
12 major ports and 200+ non-major (minor)
ports under governance framework.

2. Indian Ports Bill, 2025

3. Coastal Shipping Act, 2025

5. Bills of Lading Act, 2025

Important Data from the Article

4. Carriage of Goods by Sea Act, 2025
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The new Constitution Bill, the need for a balancing act

Subject: GS 2 Polity

Context

Summary

Source: The Hindu, Editorial, Page 8

Moral integrity among politicians has been a continuing paradox
with the public demanding accountability. The Constitution (One
Hundred and Thirtieth Amendment) Bill, 2025, introduced in the Lok
Sabha on August 20, seeks to bolster accountability by mandating
removal of Ministers; CMs and the Prime Minister detained for serious
crimes for 30 consecutive days.

The Bill amends Articles 75, 164, and 239AA to require removal or
resignation of officeholders detained for offences punishable by
five or more years’ imprisonment continuously for 30 days.
It aims to modernize colonial-era provisions, addressing the moral
decay in politics and enhancing political accountability.
Removal is executed by the President or Governor based on
advice from the Prime Minister or Chief Minister, introducing
executive discretion without prior judicial oversight.



Critics highlight numerous concerns:

Critically examine the key features of the Constitution (130th

Amendment) Bill, 2025 on removal of Ministers detained for serious

crimes. Discuss the major concerns related to executive discretion

and constitutional safeguards.

Violation of the presumption of innocence—removal can occur

without conviction, solely based on detention.

Risk of political misuse—Central agencies may target opposition-

ruled states, destabilizing governments.

Lack of safeguards against arbitrary or vindictive use, as

investigating agencies control arrests.

Conflict with existing laws like the Representation of the People

Act, which disqualifies only upon conviction, creating inconsistent

standards.

The arbitrary 30-day detention threshold raises questions about its

legal and logical basis.

Executive discretion may lead to inconsistency and unfairness in

enforcement, possibly allowing some ministers to avoid removal if

advice is withheld.

The “revolving door” problem permits reappointment after

release, weakening long-term accountability.

Data shows rising criminal cases among elected representatives,

underscoring reform urgency but also the need for balanced

safeguards.

The article calls for a more nuanced reform that upholds

constitutional morality, fairness, and prevents misuse while

ensuring good governance.
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India and the world in dairy

Context

🥛 Why India’s Prices Are Lower

📉 Retail vs Farmgate Share

Source: The Indian Express, Page 14

The article examines India’s dairy sector competitiveness, especially
as the US pressures India to open its dairy market. It compares India’s
milk price structure, farmgate procurement, and cost dynamics
against major global producers like the US, New Zealand, and the EU,
emphasizing the sustainability challenges of India’s reliance on low
labour costs.

Cheaper inputs due to:
Low-cost family labour.
Lower feed costs.
Minimal mechanisation.

Gujarat model (Amul): Farmers get 55–57 % of the consumer price.
US farmers: Receive only 35% of the consumer dollar.
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🌐 Global Competitiveness

⚠️ Challenges

India is globally competitive on price, not efficiency.
Main risk: Model depends heavily on unpaid or cheap family
labour, which isn’t sustainable long-term.

Rising costs for labour, feed, and mechanisation.
Low employment alternatives outside farming.
Need to modernise to remain competitive without relying on
cheap labour.
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T.N. school introduces uniforms with QR code to enhance students’
safety

As an example of technology integration for safety and welfare in
schools (Education, Social Issues).
In essays or answers on innovation in public services or e-
Governance for children’s safety (GS2/GS4).
To illustrate best practices for urban local bodies and grassroots-
level initiatives.
In discussions around smart classrooms, student enrollment, and
modern infrastructure in schools.
As a case study for the UPSC on leveraging digital tools in
improving social infrastructure and inclusive education.

Example of policy intervention for improving educational
outcomes and literacy (GS2/Education).
Usage in essay or ethics answers highlighting government’s role in
addressing youth reading habits and long-term societal impacts.
Case study for reforms focusing on accessibility, equity, and
learning skills in developed countries.

Denmark is tackling declining reading among children by exempting
books from the 25% value-added tax, hoping to address a “reading
crisis” where 25% of fourth graders were found to be weak readers in
a 2021 survey. The move aims to promote reading habits and critical
thinking by lowering book prices and countering distractions from
screens and digital media.

Source: The Hindu, Page 2

Where this article can be used

Usage in UPSC Mains

Context
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DAILY MCQs FOR PRACTICE
Q1. Which of the following is the main
reason Himachal Pradesh Fisheries
Department sought inclusion of trout
farmers in the disaster relief manual?

Q2. The “Amrit Kaal” bills passed in the
Monsoon Session aim primarily to:

Q3. Under the Constitution (130th
Amendment) Bill, 2025, a Minister can be
removed on which basis?

a) To promote trout farming as an export
sector
b) To provide financial relief to farmers
affected by flash floods
c) To increase trout population in rivers
d) To regulate fishing licenses

a) Conviction for criminal offense only
b) Detention for 30 consecutive days for
offenses punishable by five years or more
c) Losing the confidence of the legislative
assembly
d) Mismanagement of public funds

a) Expand agriculture subsidies and reforms
b) Boost maritime infrastructure, port capacity,
and shipbuilding
c) Promote digital education platforms
d) Strengthen energy sector reforms
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DAILY MCQs FOR PRACTICE
Q4.Select the correct combination regarding
India’s dairy sector competitiveness:

Q5.The initiative of embedding QR codes in
Tamil Nadu school uniforms is primarily to:

1.Lower labour costs including unpaid
family labour aid cost advantage

2. Indian farmers receive a higher share of
consumer price than US farmers

3. India has higher average milk yield per
cow than EU

4.Mechanization is the key driver of India’s
dairy competitiveness

Options:
 a) 1 and 2 only
 b) 3 and 4 only
 c) 1 and 3 only
 d) 2 and 4 only

a) Digitize attendance records

b) Enhance student safety by quick

identification and emergency contact

c) Monitor academic progress

d) Manage school transport system

Answers

b) To provide financial relief to farmers
affected by flash floods 
2. b) Boost maritime infrastructure, port
capacity, and shipbuilding 
3. b) Detention for 30 consecutive days for
offenses punishable by five years or more 
4. b) Low-cost and largely unpaid family
labor 
5. b) Instant identification of students and
emergency contact data
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