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Centre finalises National Designated Authority to kick-start carbon
markets

The Hindu, Page 6 | GS3 Environment

Context of the Article

The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has
announced the formation of a National Designhated Authority (NDA),
as required under the provisions of the 2015 Paris Agreement, to

enable a carbon emissions trading regime in India.

About the New Authority

« The NDA is a mandatory body set up under Article 6 of the Paris
Agreement.

« Article 6 provides the international legal framework for countries
to cooperate through carbon markets and other mechanisms to
achieve emission reductions.

« The NDA will be a 21-member committee headed by the
Environment Secretary, with representatives from ministries
including External Affairs, Steel, Renewable Energy, and NITI
Aayog.




« Its core responsibilities include:

« Recommending a list of activities and
projects for trading emission
reduction units.

« Modifying them over time as per
national sustainable goals and
criteria.

« Evaluating, approving, and
authorizing projects for use towards
achieving Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs).

India’s Climate Goals (NDCs)

India’s NDCs under the Paris Agreement
include:
« Reducing GDP emission intensity by 45%
by 2030 (from 2005 levels).
o Achieving 50% electric power capacity
from non-fossil fuel sources by 2030.
« Creating a carbon sink equivalent to 2.5~
3 billion tonnes of CO, by 2030 through
afforestation efforts.

Consider the following statements :

Statement | :

Article 6 of the Paris Agreement on climate
change is frequently discussed in global
discussions on sustainable development and
climate change.

Statement Il :

Article 6 of the Paris Agreement on climate
change sets out the principles of carbon
markets.

Statement|lil :

Article 6 of the Paris Agreement on climate
change intends to promote inter-country non-
market strategies to reach their climate targets.

Which one of the following is correct in respect
of the above statements?

(a) Both Statement Il and Statement Il are
correct and both of them explain Statement |
(b) Both Statement Il and Statement Il are
correct but only one of them explains
Statement |

(c) Only one of the Statements Il and lll is
correct and that explains Statement |

(d) Neither Statement Il nor Statement lll is
correct
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Govt. schools account for 55.9% of total enrolments, says survey
The Hindu, Page 6 | GS2 Education

Context

Students enrolled in private or non-government schools across India
end up paying nearly nine times more in school fees than those
enrolled in government schools.

A third of all students across education Boards opt for private
coaching in addition to classes in school, data collected by the
Comprehensive Modular Survey (Education) for April-June 2025 as
part of the 80th round of the National Sample Survey (NSS) revealed.

Important Data Extracted

o Govt. schools account for 55.9% of total enrolments.

e 66% of students are in public institutions in rural areas, as against
30.1% in urban.

« Private unaided schools account for 31.9% of enrolment
nationwide.

« Households spent an average of 2,863 per student in
government schools, while the expenditure for non-government
schools was 25,025 this academic year.

e Nearly a third of all students across education Boards opt for
private coaching (30.7% in urban and 25.5% in rural areas).




e Only 26.7% of students enrolled in
government schools reported paying
fees; 95.7% of students in non-
government schools paid fees.

« Among those paying for school
education, 1.2% said government
scholarships were their first major
source of funding.

Average reported expenditure on course
fees in urban areas was X15,143, whereas
it stood at 3,979 in rural areas.

For all types of schools at the all-India
level, the current academic year
expenditure was X7,111, followed by
textbooks and stationery at ¥2,002.
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The gender angle to India’s economic
vulnerabilities

Source: The Hindu Page No.: 8 (Editorial)
Subject Mapping:
« GS1: Women empowerment, social issues
« GS2: Policies & governance, welfare
measures
« GS3: Economic development,

employment, inclusive growth
Context:

India faces a dual challenge: external threats
(U.S. tariffs on exports) and internal barriers
(low female labour participation rate).
Without integrating women into the
economy, India risks wasting its

demographic dividend.
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Summary 4. Barriers to Women's Participation

1. External Threats Rural women: mostly in unpaid, low-productivity family work.

Urban women: stagnation due to

Safety concerns

Unreliable public transport
Lack of sanitation

Crushing unpaid care burden

 These factors push women out of schools and jobs.

« India’'s economy: $4.1 trillion, firm place in global growth story,
poised to be world’s 3rd largest economy.

U.S. proposed 50% tariffs (by Donald Trump) on Indian exports.
$40 billion trade at risk; could shave 1% from GDP.

Affects labour-intensive sectors — textiles, gems, leather, footwear
— employing millions of women.

U.S. accounts for 18% of India’s exports; tariff hike could lead to

30%-35% cost disadvantage vs. Vietnam. 5. Global Lessons
2. India’s Gendered Economic Weakness o U.S. (WWII): leveraged women's labour with equal pay and
childcare.

« Female Labour Force Participation Rate (FLFPR): 37%-41.7%, below
global average and China’s 60%.

e Closing the gender gap could boost GDP by 27% (International
Monetary Fund).

e China (post-1978 reforms): drove 60% FLFPR via state-backed care

and education.
e Japan: raised FLFPR from 63% » 70%, boosting GDP per capita by

e Current barriers: policy inertia, social constraints, economic 4%.

barriers.  Netherlands: part-time work with equal benefits, suiting India’s
needs.
3. Demographic Crossroads

« India nearing peak demographic dividend — working-age 6. Indian Examples
population exceeds dependents until ~2045. + Karnataka’s Shakti Scheme: free public bus travel > women
« Risk: like Italy and Greece, where low FLFPR caused long-term ridership r 40%, improving access to jobs, education, autonomy.

stagnation « Urban Company (gig platform): 15,000+ women onboarded,

earning ¥18,000-325,000/month with insurance, maternity
e Now-or-never moment to act. benefits, skilling.



« Rajasthan’s Indira Gandhi Urban Employment Guarantee Scheme:
created 4 crore person-days of work; 65% of jobs for women, esp.
first-time earners in sanitation, care, green work.

7. Way Forward

Formalise gig and part-time work with labour codes + protections.
Provide tax incentives for female entrepreneurs.

Build gender-focused skilling platforms.

Redirect spending from cash transfers » structural reforms to
empower women as economic agents.

GS 1/ GS2 / GS3 Question (150 words)

Low female labour force participation is a key economic vulnerability
for India. Discuss its implications and suggest measures for
improvement.
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What is the air drop test conducted by
ISRO?

Source: The Hindu Page No.: 10

GS Paper: GS3 - Science & Technology
(Space Technology)

Context

ISRO has conducted the first Integrated Air
Drop Test (IADT-1) of the Gaganyaan mission
to validate the parachute system for crew

module recovery after re-entry.

What is Splashdown?

o Definition: Splashdown is the process of
safely landing a space capsule in the
ocean or sea after re-entry from space.

« Water bodies are used as a natural
cushion, reducing landing impact,
followed by naval recovery of the
astronauts.




Process of Splashdown:

1.Re-entry: Capsule re-enters Earth’s atmosphere at very high speed
(7-8 km/s); heat shield protects against extreme heat (~1600°C).

2.Atmospheric Drag: Initial slowing happens naturally due to friction
with air.

3.Drogue Parachutes: Small parachutes deploy to stabilise the
capsule.

4.Main Parachutes: Large parachutes open sequentially, reducing
speed to ~8 m/s.

5.Splashdown: Capsule descends steadily and lands in the sea; water
cushions the impact.

6.Recovery: Flotation devices keep capsule upright until Navy/Coast
Guard teams retrieve crew and module.

Summary

« On August 24, ISRO conducted the first IADT-1in Bengaluru.
« A dummy crew module (~5 tonnes) was dropped from an IAF
Chinook helicopter at 3 km altitude.

Purpose: test whether parachutes could bring the capsule down
safely for splashdown.

The test simulated the final stages of a real mission. Sensors
confirmed descent and parachute performance.
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Agencies involved: Indian Air Force, DRDO, Indian Navy, Coast Guard.

Why multiple tests? Unlike planetary missions, human spaceflight
requires rigorous validation of every system; failures are
unacceptable.

Future tests:

o Test Vehicle (TV-D1) in October 2023 conducted.

« More TV-D missions will validate re-entry, deceleration, and
recovery.

Long-term goals:

« Establish Bharatiya Antariksh Station (BAS) by 2035.
o Achieve Indian crewed lunar landing by 2040.






U.S. bids to trump China in struggle to secure DR Congo’s critical
minerals

Source: The Hindu, Page 15

Subject: Important for map location - Democratic Republic of Congo
(DRC), Central Africa

Context (in simple words)

The Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) is one of the world’s richest
sources of minerals like cobalt, copper, lithium, coltan, and uranium—
vital for weapons, electric cars, and green technologies. Currently,
China dominates this sector. The U.S., under Donald Trump, is now
pushing hard to reduce China’s monopoly by securing direct mineral
access through deals with the Congolese government. However,
instability in eastern DRC caused by the M23 rebel group complicates
this race for resources.

Tutsi-Hutu Conflict in DRC

In Rwanda: Tutsis (minority) and Hutus (majority) had long tensions.
In 1994, Hutu extremists killed nearly 8 lakh Tutsis (genocide).
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Many Hutu fighters fled into Congo (DRC).
Tutsi refugees also lived in Congo (called Banyamulenge).

After genocide:

This created fighting in Congo:

Hutu miilitias in Congo attacked Tutsis.
Rwanda supported Tutsi groups in Congo to protect them and to
keep Hutu militias in check.

M23 Rebel Group

Formed in 2012 by Congolese Tutsi fighters.

Name from a March 23, 2009 peace deal with govt. (they said govt.
broke it).

Claims to protect Tutsis in Congo.

Actually also fights to control mineral-rich areas (gold, coltan, cobalt).
Accused of being backed by Rwanda, which denies it.

Came back strong in 2021, now controls parts of North Kivu (eastern
DRC).



Summary
U.S. Strategy:

The U.S. wants to secure direct access to Congo’s mineral wealth
(cobalt, copper, lithium).

Trump administration doubled down on this strategy since January
2025.

Washington is pushing projects like the Lobito Corridor to transport
minerals to the Atlantic Ocean, bypassing China’s Belt and Road
routes.

China’s Dominance:

China currently controls the majority of DRC’s mining through Belt
and Road projects and heavy investments.

Western companies struggle due to corruption, poor regulation, and
instability.

Security Challenges:
The M23 rebel group controls much of eastern DRC’s mining regions.

This threatens U.S. deals, as violence discourages foreign investment.

Less than 20% of Congo’s mineral-rich land has been properly
explored due to instability.
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Congo’s mining registry opened 600 new mining titles in July 2024.
U.S. is trying to push for transparent mapping of mineral resources.
Sanctions remain on controversial Israeli businessman Dan Gertler,

who still influences Congo’s mining.

Recent Developments:



DAILY MCQs FOR PRACTICE

Q1. Which of the following ministries is
the National Designated Authority (NDA)
for carbon markets in India headed by?

A) Ministry of New and Renewable Energy
B) Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change

C) Ministry of Power

D) Ministry of Commerce and Industry

Q2. According to the National Sample Survey,
what percentage of students receive private
coaching in India?

A) About one-third
B) About one-fourth
C) About half

D) About two-thirds

Q3. Which sector is most threatened by the
proposed 50% U.S. tariffs on Indian exports
as per recent reports?

A) Information Technology

B) Labour-intensive sectors like textiles,
gems, leather, and footwear

C) Agricultural exports

D) Pharmaceutical products



DAILY MCQs FOR PRACTICE

Q4.What is the key infrastructural project Q5.In space missions, what is the main
mentioned that aims to facilitate transport advantage of a splashdown landing?
of minerals mined in southeastern DR

Congo?

A) It allows the spacecraft to land without
A) North-South Corridor parachutes

B) Lobito Corridor

C) Eastern Economic Corridor
D) Trans-African Highway shock on the crew and capsule

B) Water cushions the impact, reducing landing

C) It enables accurate landing on lunar surface
D) It uses magnetic levitation for precision

landing



DAILY MCQs FOR PRACTICE

1. Which of the following ministries is the National Designated Authority (NDA) for carbon markets in India headed by?

Answer: B) Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

2. According to the National Sample Survey, what percentage of students receive private coaching in India?

Answer: A) About one-third

3. Which sector is most threatened by the proposed 50% U.S. tariffs on Indian exports as per recent reports?

Answer: B) Labour-intensive sectors like textiles, gems, leather, and footwear

4. What is the key infrastructural project mentioned that aims to facilitate transport of minerals mined in southeastern DR Congo?
Answer: B) Lobito Corridor

5. In space missions, what is the main advantage of a splashdown landing?

Answer: B) Water cushions the impact, reducing landing shock on the crew and capsule



