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Cabinet extends PM SVANidhi for street
vendors, enhances loan amount

GS Paper: GS 3 – Economy (Inclusive
Growth, Financial Inclusion,
Government Schemes)

Context

About PM SVANidhi

The Union Cabinet has extended and
restructured PM SVANidhi to expand
financial support for street vendors till
2030.

Full form: Pradhan Mantri Street
Vendor’s AtmaNirbhar Nidhi.
Launched on: 1st June 2020 (amid
COVID-19 lockdown).
Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs (MoHUA).

Source: The Indian Express, Page 5
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Implemented with: Department of
Financial Services, banks, MFIs.
Objective: To provide collateral-free
working capital loans to street vendors
for resuming and expanding their
livelihood activities, ensuring financial
inclusion & digital transactions adoption.

Scheme extended: Till March 31, 2030
(earlier Dec 2024).
Coverage expanded: To 1.15 crore
vendors, including 50 lakh new
beneficiaries.
Loan tranches revised:

Digital Incentive: Cashback up to ₹1,600
for digital transactions.

Geographic coverage widened: Now includes
census towns and peri-urban areas, besides
statutory towns.
Statutory Town: Legally notified urban area
with an Urban Local Body (ULB) like
municipality or corporation.
Census Town: Meets Census criteria
(population ≥ 5,000, density ≥ 400/sq km,
75% male workers in non-agriculture) but
governed by Gram Panchayat.
Peri-Urban Area: Transitional zone between
rural and urban, showing mixed rural–urban
characteristics due to city expansion.

UPI-linked RuPay Credit Card
introduced (for vendors who repay
2nd loan).

1st loan: ₹15,000 (up from ₹10,000).
2nd loan: ₹25,000 (up from ₹20,000).
3rd loan: ₹50,000 (unchanged).

Cabinet’s New Changes (2025)



4 J&K Rajya Sabha seats vacant: Law Ministry says no to staggering of terms

GS 2 Polity

Context

Summary of the Article

The article discusses the Law Ministry’s refusal to stagger the terms of the four vacant
Rajya Sabha seats from Jammu & Kashmir as requested by the Election Commission.
These seats have been vacant since February 2021 when J&K became a Union Territory and
was under President’s Rule, meaning the seats have concurrent terms rather than
staggered terms.

The Law Ministry informed the Election Commission that there is no provision in law for
staggering Rajya Sabha terms via a presidential order for J&K, referring to two legal sources.
Currently, all four Rajya Sabha seats for J&K have concurrent terms and have been pending
for over four and a half years.
Article 83 of the Constitution specifies that the Rajya Sabha is a permanent house, with one-
third of its members retiring every two years to maintain staggered terms.
The Representation of People’s Act, 1951, governs how members’ terms are to be handled,
including the President’s ability (by order) to ensure that one-third of seats become vacant
every two years, to avoid all members retiring together.
Since 1951, there have been special presidential orders for some states (Delhi, Punjab) to
stagger terms, but J&K’s circumstances have led to concurrent terms due to repeated
President’s Rule and lack of Assembly.

The Indian Express, Page Number 6
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Constitutional Article 83 & Representation of People’s Act

Article 83:

Representation of People’s Act, 1951:

Establishes the Rajya Sabha as a
permanent house:

One-third of members retire every
two years.
Prevents all terms from ending
together and ensures continuity.

Section 154 empowers the President,
after consultation, to make orders to
curtail terms of some members so
that one-third retire every two years,
preventing concurrent terms for all
members.
In 1951 and February 1952, presidential
orders enabled staggered terms for
Rajya Sabha seats that would have
otherwise been concurrent.



Mapping the Margins

Context

Summary of the Article

On July 17, the Ministry of Tribal Affairs (MoTA) wrote to the Registrar General and Census
Commissioner of India (RGI), requesting separate counting of Particularly Vulnerable Tribal
Groups (PVTGs) in the upcoming Census exercise.
This would be the first time PVTGs are enumerated separately since the category was
introduced. Previously, in the 2011 Census, 40 PVT groups were counted within the broader
Scheduled Tribes category.
Currently, there are 75 PVT groups across 18 states and one Union Territory.
The initiative aims to count these groups separately to facilitate targeted policies of uplift
and redress.

The PVTGs entered political discourse after the Dhebar Commission’s report in 1961 on the
problems of Scheduled Tribes, which led to the creation of Primitive Tribal Groups (PTGs) in
1973, based on four criteria:

Pre-agricultural level of technology
Low literacy level
Economic backwardness
Declining or stagnant population

The Indian Express, Page no 8 Editorial, GS2
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In 2006, the category was renamed PVTGs as “primitive” was

deemed problematic.

Female literacy rate among PVTGs is the lowest in India.

A recent study on 13 PVT groups in Odisha highlighted precarious

health indices.

In 2023, the Centre launched the Pradhan Mantri Janjati Adivasi

Nyaya Maha Abhiyan (PM JANMAN) to provide basic facilities to

PVTGs.

For the successful implementation of development schemes like

PM JANMAN, sociological mapping is necessary, and the proposed

separate inclusion of PVTGs in the Census would serve this

purpose.

The article suggests reconsidering the definition of PVTGs ahead

of enumeration since existing criteria are decades old and risk

excluding some communities because of changed realities and

modernization.

It advocates for addressing PVTGs through careful social inclusion

rather than assimilation.

Consider the following statements about Particularly Vulnerable

Tribal Groups (PVTGs) in India :

PYQ 2019

Which of the statements given above are correct?

(a) 1, 2 and 3

(b) 2, 3 and 4

(c) 1, 2 and 4

(d) 1, 3 and 4

1.PVTGs reside in 18 States and one Union Territory.

2.A stagnant or declining population is one of the criteria for

determining PVTG status.

3.There are 95 PVTGs officially notified in the country so far.

4. Irular and Konda Reddi tribes are included in the list of PVTGs.
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Scientists discover quadruple star system: Why this is significant

GS Paper 3: Science & Technology

Context

What are Brown Dwarfs?

Why are Brown Dwarfs Difficult to Detect?

The Indian Express, Page 13

A team of scientists has discovered a rare quadruple star system in the Milky Way, named
UPM J1040-3551 AabBab.
It consists of a pair of cold brown dwarfs orbiting a pair of young red dwarf stars, a unique
configuration never seen before.
This breakthrough could enhance the understanding of brown dwarfs, which are difficult to
detect and study.

Curious celestial bodies that share similarities with both stars and planets.
Form like stars from collapsing gas and dust clouds, but lack enough mass to sustain
hydrogen fusion → hence called “failed stars.”

Atmosphere: similar to gas giants like Jupiter and Saturn (with molecules such as H₂O).
Can be up to 70 times more massive than Jupiter.

They are cold and faint.
Usually detectable only when orbiting brighter companion stars, which help estimate their
age, temperature, and composition.

27th AUG, 2025
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Significance of the Discovery

Provides deeper insights into:

First time a quadruple system has been found with two T-type
brown dwarfs orbiting a pair of stars.
Brown dwarfs are rarely found with companions (less than 5%
chance), making this finding highly unusual.
The brighter red dwarfs in the system help scientists study the
properties of the fainter brown dwarfs.

Formation of stars and planets
Distribution of mass in the universe (aiding in understanding dark
matter)
Evolution of multiple-star systems

Red Dwarfs = true stars (smallest & coolest stars capable of hydrogen
fusion).
 Brown Dwarfs = failed stars (too small to sustain hydrogen fusion, sit
between planets & stars).
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Govt pushes for e–commerce exports; MSMEs ask govt to allow FDI
in inventory-led model

Context

Article Summary

The Indian Express, page no 11, GS 3

The Ministry of Commerce and Industry is consulting industry
stakeholders—major e–commerce players, MSMEs, and retailers—
to explore models that could boost e–commerce exports from
India, amidst increased US tariffs and global trade challenges.
The agenda includes strengthening the e–commerce Export Hubs
(ECEHs) and considering reforms to export policies, especially the
inventory-based e–commerce model, where MSMEs are seeking
permission for Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) to ease compliance.

Currently, 100% automatic FDI is allowed only in the marketplace
model—not in the inventory-based model.
MSMEs advocate for FDI in the inventory-led model, believing it
will ease compliance but retailers oppose it.

India’s e–commerce exports, primarily by MSMEs, stand at $5
billion, but are projected to reach $350 billion by 2030; China’s
exports have already reached $300 billion.
The article notes India’s export rules are a patchwork meant for
regular B2B exporters, creating burdens for small firms and
highlighting the need for a separate e–commerce export policy.

Inventory model = platform owns and sells goods, higher risk, direct
profit.
Marketplace model = platform connects buyers & sellers, earns
commission, lower risk.
B2B = business-focused, large-scale transactions, usually long-term
and customized.



DAILY MCQs FOR PRACTICE
Q1. The PM SVANidhi scheme recently
extended by the Union Cabinet primarily
aims to support which group?

Q2. The Law Ministry declined to stagger terms
for the four vacant Rajya Sabha seats of Jammu
& Kashmir citing:

Q3. Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups
(PVTGs) were earlier known as:

A) Street vendors
B) Small-scale industries
C) Agricultural laborers
D) Urban slum dwellers

A) Scheduled Castes
B) Primitive Tribal Groups (PTGs)
C) Tribal Minorities
D) Denotified Tribes

A) Lack of legislative assembly in the UT
B) No legal provision for staggering under
current law
C) Opposition from political parties
D) Constitutional amendment underway
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DAILY MCQs FOR PRACTICE
Q4.The recent discovery of a rare quadruple
star system involves:

Q5.Which e-commerce model currently allows
100% FDI under Indian regulations?

A) Two brown dwarfs orbiting two red dwarf
stars
B) Four red giant stars in a binary system
C) Two white dwarfs and two neutron stars
D) Four sun-like stars in a cluster

A) Inventory-based model

B) Marketplace model

C) Hybrid model

D) Wholesale model

Correct Answers:

1 – A
2 – B
3 – B
4 – A
5 – B
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