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Consider the following statements:

Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?

MCQs for Practice

1.The Chairman and the Deputy Chairman of
the Rajya Sabha are not the members of that
House.

2.While the nominated members of the two
Houses of the Parliament have no voting
right in the presidential election, they have
the right to vote in the election of the Vice
President.

1.(a) 1 only
2.(b) 2 only
3.(c) Both 1 and 2
4.(d) Neither 1 nor 2

[PYQ 2013]

Context :

 No Time Limit for V-P Election

Vice-President's post fell vacant after
Jagdeep Dhankhar resigned (July 21).
Election Commission announced poll date:
September 9, 2025

Unlike the President (Article 62(1)), No
constitutional deadline exists for filling
the Vice-President's vacancy

Notification: August 7 | Last Date for
Nomination: August 21
Poll Venue: Parliament House (Rule 8, VP
Election Rules, 1974)
Returning Officer: P.C. Mody, Rajya
Sabha Secretary General

Nominated Rajya Sabha MPs included
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What is SIR (Special Intensive Revision)?

It aims to:

Summary:

Special Intensive Revision (SIR) is a targeted,
door-to-door enumeration exercise carried
out by the Election Commission (EC) to
update the electoral roll.

Remove ineligible names (death, migration,
duplication)
Include new voters (especially 18+)
Ensure a clean, accurate, and inclusive voter
list
SIR is beyond the routine summary revision,
often used in states with large migration,
past inaccuracies, or poor turnout.

Draft electoral roll of Bihar (2025) shows a
drop of 65 lakh voters after the first phase.
Total voters before SIR: 7.89 crore
Draft roll voters now: 7.24 crore 

Deceased
Permanently migrated
Untraceable individuals
Patna alone has 3.95 lakh missing voters
- highest among all districts.

EC's Instructions:

Missing voters include:

Check names on EC portal
Submit Form 6 if name missing
First-time voters (18+ by Oct 1) must
register
EC to invite claims & objections next
month
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Mediterranean Sea is a
border of which of the
following countries ?

1.Jordan
2. Iraq
3.Lebanon
4.Syria

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 3 and 4 only

Select the correct answer
using the code given below :

 Summary:

Mediterranean migration route from Libya to
Europe via sea was the key focus of a
trilateral meeting in Istanbul.

Aim: Multilateral cooperation to manage
irregular migration flows and improve
regional coordination.
Libya is a major departure hub for
migrants from North Africa trying to
reach Europe.
Leaders called for long-term, sustainable
solutions to curb migrant movement.
Political divisions in Libya—between
eastern and western factions—have
made it a hotspot.
Regional rivals (Russia, Egypt, UAE) are
also involved in Libya's politics,
complicating peace

Attended by:
Turkey's President Erdogan
Italy's PM Giorgia Meloni
Libya's PM Abdulhamid al-Dbeibah

[PYQ 2017]
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Strategic Disinvestment 

Minimum Public Shareholding (MPS) 

Pre-Bid Clearance

 Fit & Proper Approval (RBI)

IDBI Bank - Snapshot History:

 Key Points:

Govt sells majority stake + management
control to a private entity. 

SEBI mandates 25% public holding in all
listed companies. 

Clearance from Home Ministry (MHA) and
others before allowing bids

RBI vets bidders acquiring 10%+ stake in a
bank. 

Aim: Efficiency, private capital, reduce
fiscal burden 
Ex: Air India to Tata

 PSUs get time till May 2027 

Ensures national security, eligibility of
bidders
Ex: MHA has cleared bidders for IDBI
sale

Stake for sale: 
LIC: 49.24% 
Govt: 30.48% 
Total: 60.72% 
Pre-bid steps done: 
Due diligence, Home Ministry
clearance done 
Awaiting RBI’s “fit and proper” nod

1964: Formed as DFI under RBI
1976: Became Govt-owned
2004: Converted to full-service bank
2008: Merged with United Western
Bank
2019: LIC became majority stakeholder
Now: In process of strategic
disinvestment

Govt to invite financial bids by Dec 2025;
buyer to be announced by March 2026. 

Checks: Integrity, financial soundness,
no defaults 
Mandatory before final sale in IDBI
case
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Why is the Government of India disinvesting
its equity in the Central Public Sector
Enterprises (CPSEs) ?

1.The Government intends to use the
revenue earned from the disinvestment
mainly to pay back the external debt.

2.The Government no longer intends to
retain the management control of the
CPSEs.

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Which of the statements given above is/are
correct ? 

[PYQ 2011]
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Key Points:

India agreed to:

India–UK FTA (CETA) includes digital
sector concessions with long-term
implications

These steps reverse India's earlier
WTO stance on digital trade
protections.
Risk of compromising:

India may become a "digital colony"
due to foreign tech dependence.
Urges for a national digital policy to:

No source code disclosure
requirement from foreign digital
goods & services.
Non-discriminatory access to Open
Government Data for the UK.

National digital security
Sovereignty in digital governance

Protect long-term interests
Involve public/stakeholder
consultation
Balance openness with digital self-
reliance
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MAINS ENRICHMENT 

Tiger Conservation Case Study

GS Paper 4 (Ethics)

GS Paper 3 (Environment)

Essay Paper

GS2 – Polity & Governance

GS4 – Ethics

Essay

Theme: Environmental Ethics, Compassion
Highlights: Duty, Empathy, Trusteeship,
Article 51A(g)
Use: Shows ethical commitment by
humans to protect biodiversity.

Theme: Wildlife Conservation, Biodiversity
Use: Success of Project Tiger – rise from
1,411 (2006) to 3,682 (2024).
Shows effective policy + community
action.

Themes: Ethics & Environment,
Conservation = Obligation
Use: As an intro/story to show long-term
impact of moral responsibility.

Criminalisation of politics
Role of special courts for MPs/MLAs
Judicial speed (verdict in 1 year)

Breach of public trust
Decline in integrity and ethical conduct of
leaders
Misuse of power

Example under themes like "Justice &
accountability", or "Power and
Responsibility"

1 1 2

2
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MCQs For Practice
Q1. With reference to the election of the
Vice-President of India, consider the
following statements:

Q2.  The deletion of over 65 lakh names from
the electoral roll in Bihar is most
appropriately associated with which of the
following implications for electoral
governance?

Q3. Which of the following countries were
part of the recent talks to manage the
Mediterranean migration route?

1.The election is conducted by an electoral
college consisting of only elected
members of Parliament.

2.Voting is held using proportional
representation by means of a single
transferable vote.

3.All votes in the VP election carry equal
value.

A. It indicates the decline in voter registration
due to demographic shifts. 
B. It reflects deliberate disenfranchisement of
voters by the state.
C. It highlights the importance of regular
verification and data cleansing to maintain
electoral integrity. 
D. It shows that digital systems have failed in
managing electoral rolls.

Which of the statements given above is/are
correct? 
A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only 
C. 1 and 3 only 
D. 1, 2 and 3

A. France, Turkey, Libya 
B. Italy, Turkey, Libya 
C. Greece, Italy, Tunisia 
D. Egypt, Libya, Malta
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MCQs For Practice
Q4. Consider the following statements about
Strategic Disinvestment in India:

Q5.  In the context of India-UK FTA, what
does the term digital sovereignty refer to?

Mains Question of the Day 

Q. What is digital sovereignty? Explain its
importance for India in the context of recent
trade agreements that involve commitments
on data sharing and source code access.

1st August MCQs Answers
1.B 2. B 3. B 4. A 5. A1. It involves selling a minority stake to

private investors without transfer of
management control.

2. IDBI Bank's strategic disinvestment
involves sale of both government and LIC's
stake.

3.DIPAM oversees the disinvestment
process in public sector undertakings.

Which of the statements are correct? 
A. 1 and 2 only 
B. 2 and 3 only 
C. 1 and 3 only 
D. 1, 2 and 3

A. India's right to restrict foreign trade in
physical goods 
B. India's control over its digital infrastructure,
data, and policy decisions 
C. Equal digital access to citizens in rural areas
D. UK's proposal to regulate Indian software
firms

GS Paper 2 – International Relations & Digital
Governance (150 words)


