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U.S. Announces Tariffs India’s Official Stand

EU–Russia Trade Data (MEA):

U.S. Imports from Russia:

Tariff Timeline & Impact

Tariff Clarification

Trump’s Criticism

India’s Response (MEA)

India’s Oil Trade Context

Trump declared a 25% tariff + penalty on
Indian imports over oil trade with Russia.

Piyush Goyal: Govt studying impact, will
protect national interest.

Goods (2024): €67.5 bn | Services (2023):
€17.2 bn
LNG imports (2024): 16.5 mn tonnes

Includes Uranium, Palladium, fertilizers,
chemicals

Effective August 7; may disadvantage
India vs. Vietnam, Mexico, etc.

Tariffs are paid by U.S. importers, not
India.

Accused India of profiting from Russian
oil and ignoring Ukraine conflict.

Called it “unjustified and unreasonable”.
Highlighted EU trade more with Russia
than India.

Imports increased post-Ukraine war; U.S.
earlier encouraged it.
Ensures affordable energy for Indian
consumers.

Consider the following statements:

Which of the statements given above are
correct?

I. India has joined the Minerals Security
Partnership as a member.
II. India is a resource-rich country in all the 30
critical minerals that it has identified.
III. The Parliament in 2023 has amended the
Mines and Minerals (Development and
Regulation) Act, 1957 empowering the Central
Government to exclusively auction mining
lease and composite license for certain critical
minerals.

1.(a) I and II only
2.  (b) II and III only
3.  (c) I and III only
4.  (d) I, II and III

MCQs for Practice
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Summary

Regime Change Background:

Constitutional Breakdown:

Suppression & Violence:

On August 8, 2024, Prof. Muhammad Yunus took charge as Chief
Advisor of the caretaker government, following the ouster of
Sheikh Hasina.
The transition was initially seen as a popular uprising led by
students, but later revealed to be a planned regime change
operation backed by Jamaat-e-Islami (JeI).

Bangladesh’s Constitution has no provision for a caretaker
government, making the Yunus regime constitutionally invalid.
The government has violated neutrality, with JeI loyalists in key
positions.

The regime has unleashed unspeakable violence on political
opponents, students, and minorities.
Liberation War symbols and institutions are being systematically
destroyed.
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Media Crackdown: India’s Stand:

Electoral Delay & Power Extension:

Economic Distress:

There is a massive clampdown on media,
with the regime preemptively taking
over media houses and censoring
dissent.

India has taken a watchful and cautious
approach, emphasizing support

Elections have been delayed, and the
regime seeks a referendum to extend its
tenure.
The Election Commission is filled with
JeI loyalists, undermining credibility.

Bangladesh is facing high inflation,
rising unemployment, stagnant private
investment, and an investor exodus.
There is a dismantling of economic and
democratic institutions.
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The Initiative: Why It’s Harmless:

Poaching Context:
Purpose:

Mechanism – How It Works:

Under the Rhisotope Project, 5 rhinos were
injected with radioactive isotopes in South
Africa’s Waterberg Biosphere.
Led by University of the Witwatersrand, with
IAEA support.

Horns have no nerves or blood supply, so
isotopes don’t affect the animal’s health.
A study on 15 treated rhinos found no
harm or cellular damage.

Rhino population dropped from 50,000
to 27,000 (IUCN data).
Horn demand remains high, especially in
black markets in Asia.

Deter poaching by making horns traceable,
useless, and even toxic to humans.
Designed as an alternative to cruel
dehorning.

Low-dose radioactive isotopes are injected
only into the horn (keratin-based).
These emit harmless radiation detectable by
Radiation Portal Monitors (RPMs) at
borders/airports.
Makes smuggling easily detectable and risky
for buyers.
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The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Scheme
(MGNREGS) in West Bengal has
remained stalled since March 2022,
following allegations of corruption in its
implementation.
Despite a Calcutta High Court order
(June 2024) directing the resumption of
the scheme and guarantee of 100 days
of rural employment, neither the Centre
nor the State has acted decisively to
restart it.
 The Centre invoked Section 27 of the
MGNREGA, 2005, which explicitly allows
the Union government to stop the
release of funds to a State if there is a
violation of the Act’s rules. This has
resulted in sustained withholding of
funds and wages, severely affecting
rural workers’ livelihoods.

Ongoing blame-shifting between the
State and Centre, with each accusing
the other of non-compliance or political
motives, has left workers without
income and basic rights under the
scheme.

Section 3: Legal right to at least 100 days of
guaranteed wage employment for every
rural household whose adult member
volunteers for unskilled manual work.
Section 7: Entitlement to unemployment
allowance if employment is not provided
within 15 days of application.
Section 9, 16: Decentralised planning and
implementation through Gram Panchayats
and local institutions.
Section 27: Empowers the Central
Government to withhold the release of funds
if there is violation or non-compliance by the
State in implementation of the scheme.

Section 17: Mandatory social audits by
the Gram Sabha to ensure transparency
and accountability.
Section 13: At least one-third of the
beneficiaries must be women.
Section 15: Wage payments must be
made through bank or postal accounts
for transparency.Key Provisions (with Sections) of MGNREGA,

2005:
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The Ethanol Blending Programme (EBP) aims to mix ethanol, a
plant-based biofuel, with petrol to reduce emissions, enhance
energy security, and cut the oil import bill.
Ethanol is mainly produced from sugarcane, molasses, food
grains, and agricultural residues.
The programme was launched in 2003. The National Policy on
Biofuels (2018, amended in 2022) advanced the 20% blending
target from 2030 to 2025-26 due to rapid progress in earlier
targets.
India achieved 10% ethanol blending ahead of schedule and
reached the 20% blending target (E20) in 2025, five years early.
The mission generates benefits like lower carbon emissions,
increased rural income, and greater energy self-reliance.

The nodal ministry responsible for implementing and
coordinating the Ethanol Blending Mission is the Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural Gas (MoP&NG).

India’s Ethanol Blending Mission:

Nodal Ministry:
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Consider the following statements : Consider the following statements :

Statement I :

Statement II :

Of the two major ethanol producers in the
world, i.e., Brazil and the United States of
America, the former produces more ethanol
than the latter.

I. Ethanol
II. Nitroglycerine
III. Urea

(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All the three
(d) None

Coal gasification technology can be used in the
production of how many of them?

Unlike in the United States of America
where corn is the principal feedstock
for ethanol production, sugarcane is
the principal feedstock for ethanol
production in Brazil.

Which one of the following is correct in
respect of the above statements?

(a) Both Statement I and Statement II
are correct and Statement II explains
Statement I

(b) Both Statement I and Statement II
are correct but Statement II does not
explain Statement I

(c) Statement I is correct but
Statement II is not correct

(d) Statement I is not correct but
Statement II is correct

[PYQ 2025] [PYQ 2025]



MAINS ENRICHMENT 

Landmark Supreme Court Judgment:

Women’s Representation in Indian Armed Forces (as per 2024 data):

Secretary, Ministry of Defence vs Babita Puniya & Others (2020)

Supreme Court granted permanent commission to women
officers in the Indian Army (non-combat roles).
Cited Article 14 & 15, ruling that gender-based discrimination is
unconstitutional.
Stated that “physiological features cannot be a ground for denial
of equal opportunity.”

Indian Air Force (IAF) – 13.4% (Highest among all three)
Indian Army – 6.85%
Indian Navy – 6%
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DAILY MCQs FOR PRACTICE
Q1.  Consider the following statements
regarding the Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA):

Q2.  In the context of international
conservation efforts, which of the following
best describes the innovation under the
Rhisotope Project?

Q3. With reference to the ethanol blending
initiative in India, consider the following
statements:

1.The Act provides a legal guarantee of
wage employment to every adult citizen
of India.

2.The Centre can stop fund allocation to a
state under specific provisions of the
Act.

3.Delay in wage payment under MGNREGA
is penalized by paying compensation to
the worker.

1.E20 Fuel is compatible with all vehicles
currently on Indian roads.

2.Ethanol blending helps improve engine
efficiency and performance.

3.The programme aims to reduce India’s
dependence on crude oil imports.

Which of the above statements is/are
correct?

A. Injection of radioactive material into the
animal’s horn to deter illegal trade
B. Cloning endangered species in controlled
biomes
C. Using CRISPR gene editing to strengthen
horn composition
D. Implanting RFID chips in large mammals
for cross-border tracking

Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 and 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3

A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3
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DAILY MCQs FOR PRACTICE
Q4.  Which of the following was upheld by
the Supreme Court in the Babita Puniya
case?

Q5.  With reference to the recent trade
tensions between India and the United
States, consider the following statements:

A. Women must be given reservation in the
armed forces.
B. Permanent commission must be
extended to women officers in non-combat
streams.
C. Women should be inducted into the
National Defence Academy.
D. Gender-based restrictions in paramilitary
forces are unconstitutional.

Which of the above statements are correct?

1.The United States announced increased
tariffs on India in response to its continued oil
imports from Russia.

2.These tariffs are paid by the Indian
government as a penalty under WTO rules.

3. India defended its oil imports by citing
national energy security and affordability
concerns.

4.The European Union imports more energy
from Russia than India does.
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A. 1 and 2 only
B. 1, 3 and 4 only
C. 2, 3 and 4 only
D. 1, 2, 3 and 4



MAINS QUESTION FOR PRACTICE
Q. Explain the constitutional perspectives of Gender Justice with the help of relevant Constitutional Provisions and case laws. (GS 2/250 Words)
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