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India, China commit to fair border solution:
PM

GS2 International Relation

Source: The Hindu, page 1

Context

Areas of Discussion

The article covers talks between the Indian
Prime Minister and the Chinese President
on the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
summit in Tianjin, focusing on the need for
peace and stability along the border for
ongoing bilateral relations.

Border tranquility and resolving the
boundary dispute
 Enhancing people-to-people contact
and travel, including diplomatic
facilitation
Addressing economic and trade
imbalances
Cooperation against terrorism



Major Issues Between India and China

1. Border & LAC Issues
4. Economic Concerns

5. Water Issues

6. Security & Military Concerns

2. China–Pakistan Nexus

3. Strategic & Global Competition

Disputes over Aksai Chin and Arunachal
Pradesh.
Different LAC perceptions → incursions
and standoffs (e.g., Galwan 2020).

Huge trade deficit in China’s favour.
India restricting Chinese apps, 5G, and
investments over security concerns.

China’s control over Brahmaputra (Yarlung
Tsangpo) and dam-building raise fears of
reduced water flow into India.

Rapid Chinese military build-up along the
border and in the Indian Ocean.
Cyber security threats and Chinese
surveillance technologies.

Deep strategic and military ties.
CPEC passes through Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir, violating India’s sovereignty.

India in QUAD & Indo-Pacific strategy vs
China’s BRI and Indian Ocean expansion.
China blocks India’s entry into NSG and
UNSC permanent membership.
Both compete for influence in South Asia
and multilateral bodies (BRICS, SCO,
etc.).
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‘Mini-cloudbursts’ are on the rise, says IMD chief

GS1 → Geography
GS3 → Environment & Disaster Management

🌧️ What is a Cloudburst?

Process: How a Cloudburst Happens

Context

The Hindu, Page 1

1. Moist Air Uplift – Warm, moist air rises rapidly, often along
mountain slopes (orographic effect).

The IMD stated that while full-scale cloudbursts have not
increased in recent years, mini-cloudbursts (≈5 cm/hour) are
rising.
Cloudbursts remain impossible to forecast with current
technology.

A cloudburst is an extreme rainfall event in which ≥10 cm (100 mm) of
rain falls within one hour over a region of about 10 sq. km.

Official Definition (IMD):

It is a localized, sudden, and intense downpour.
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2. Strong Convection – Rapid upward movement of air leads to quick
cooling and condensation in cumulonimbus clouds.
3. Cloud Saturation – Water droplets and ice particles accumulate
beyond the cloud’s holding capacity.
4. Collapse of Cloud System – The saturated cloud cannot hold
moisture; it suddenly releases massive rainfall.
5. Localized Downpour – Rain falls violently over a very small area (10
sq. km) in a short duration (<1 hour).

Hydrological: Flash floods, sudden rise in river discharge.
Geographical: Landslides, soil erosion in hilly regions.
Human Settlements: Destruction of houses, roads, bridges,
infrastructure.
Casualties: High loss of life and property due to suddenness.
Economic: Disruption of agriculture, transport, tourism, and local
economy.

Impacts of Cloudbursts
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Study finds T.N. has lowest density of rosewood tree population in South India

GS3 → Environment

Context

Distribution and Habitat of Rosewood (Dalbergia latifolia)

Suitable Climate for Rosewood (Dalbergia latifolia)

Importance of Rosewood

The Hindu, Page 2

A recent study shows Tamil Nadu has the lowest density of rosewood (Dalbergia latifolia) in
South India.
Main reasons: reduced legal protection, vulnerable habitats, and exploitation.

Native to Nilgiris, Anamalai, and Parambikulam ranges in Tamil Nadu.
Across India, only 17.2% of its habitat lies within protected areas.
In Tamil Nadu, most habitats are outside protection, making the species highly vulnerable.

Known as the “ivory of forests” → prized timber for furniture and handicrafts.
Ecological role: Nitrogen fixation, improves soil fertility, acts as a long-term carbon sink.

Temperature: Thrives between 16°C – 30°C, cannot withstand frost.
 Rainfall: Requires 750–1500 mm annually, ideally with a well-distributed monsoon.
 Soil: Prefers well-drained loamy to clayey soils, slightly acidic to neutral.
Climate Type: Tropical semi-  evergreen and sub-tropical deciduous forests with distinct dry
and wet seasons.
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Threats to Rosewood

Weakening of legal protection → more illegal felling.
Habitat loss from land-use change, agriculture, and
deforestation.
Unsustainable harvesting and lack of regeneration efforts.
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Data show seas rising faster around Maldives, Lakshadweep than
believed

GS3 (Environment)
Source: The Hindu, page 7

Context

Coral Microatolls and Their Importance

The article discusses new scientific findings showing that sea levels
around the Maldives and Lakshadweep are rising significantly faster
than previously estimated, with important consequences for coastal
ecosystems and adaptation planning.

Coral microatolls are disk-shaped coral colonies whose upward
growth is limited by the lowest tide’s water level, making their
surface height a precise indicator of long-term sea levels in that
region.
These microatolls are extremely valuable for scientists because
they record minimum water levels over time; their slow, steady
growth reflects environmental changes, including sea level rise
and variations in tidal patterns.
Coral microatolls help in understanding patterns of climate
change, regional ocean dynamics, and the impacts of rising sea
levels on sensitive coastal areas and coral reef health. Their data
are crucial for monitoring, predicting future changes, and
designing effective adaptation and conservation strategies.
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Data
The Indian Ocean’s long-term sea level rise is about 3.3 mm/year,
higher than the global average.

Since 1959, sea level in the Maldives, Lakshadweep, and nearby areas
has been rising by about 3.2 mm/year, accelerating to 20–30 years at
around 4 mm/year.
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Mains Enrichment
NGO Educate Girls wins Ramon Magsaysay Award

Theme: Gender Equality
Usage in GS1, GS2, GS3, GS4

GS1 (Society): Example of grassroots efforts empowering women,
addressing social inequalities and promoting gender parity in
education.
 GS2 (Governance & Welfare): Demonstrates innovative
implementation of government and NGO partnership models,
highlights effective policy for social justice and education.
GS3 (Development): Showcases inclusive development and
human resource mobilization by integrating marginalized girls
into mainstream education and employment.
GS4 (Ethics): Illustrates ethical leadership, commitment to social
responsibility, and values-driven transformation for community
upliftment.

Source: The Hindu, page 4



DAILY MCQs FOR PRACTICE
Q1. The recent meeting between Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
Chinese President Xi Jinping during the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
summit focused primarily on which of the
following?

Q2. According to the India Meteorological
Department (IMD), what distinguishing feature
defines a “mini-cloudburst”?

Q3. Dalbergia latifolia, commonly known as
Indian rosewood, is significant due to which
of the following reasons?

A) Increasing bilateral trade volume to USD
200 billion
 B) Achieving a fair and mutually acceptable
resolution of the boundary question
C) Signing a free trade agreement between
India and China
D) Joint military exercises to combat
terrorism

A) 10 cm or more rain in one hour over 30–40 sq
km
B) 5 cm of rain in one hour
C) 2 cm of rain in 10 minutes
D) Continuous rain for 24 hours exceeding 100
mm

1. It acts as a keystone ecological species
supporting nitrogen fixation.

2. It is prized in the furniture and handicraft
industries for its rich grain and durability.

3. It is abundant and well-protected across
all Indian states.

Which of the above are correct?

A) 1 and 2 only
B) 2 and 3 only
C) 1 and 3 only
D) All 1, 2, and 3
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DAILY MCQs FOR PRACTICE
Q4What does recent research using coral
microatolls reveal about sea level rise in the
Maldives and Lakshadweep regions?

Q5.The NGO Educate Girls, awarded the Ramon
Magsaysay Award 2025, is best described as:

A) Sea levels have remained stable since the
1950s in these regions.
B) Sea level rise began only after 2000 in
these regions.
C) Sea levels have been rising faster and
earlier (since the 1950s) than previously
believed.
D) Coral microatolls show no correlation
with sea level changes.

A) A government initiative to enhance girls’

nutrition in rural India

B) A non-profit organization working to bring

out-of-school girls into education and sustain

their learning

C) An international organization focused on

women’s employment rights

D) A political party focusing on women’s

empowerment policies

Answers

B) Achieving a fair and mutually
acceptable resolution of the boundary
question
B) 5 cm of rain in one hour
A) 1 and 2 only
C) Sea levels have been rising faster and
earlier (since the 1950s) than previously
believed.
B) A non-profit organization working to
bring out-of-school girls into education
and sustain their learning
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