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Radhakrishnan elected Vice-President of India

Articles of the Indian Constitution related to the Vice-President of India

Context

The Hindu, Page No. 1, GS2 (Polity)

Maharashtra Governor C.P. Radhakrishnan was elected as the 17th

Vice-President of India with 452 first preferential votes against the

Opposition’s candidate Justice B. Sudershan Reddy, who secured 300

votes. The Vice-President is elected by an Electoral College

comprising both Houses of Parliament and also serves as the ex-

officio Chairman of the Rajya Sabha.

Article 63 – The Vice-President of India.

Article 64 – Vice-President to be the ex-officio Chairman of the

Rajya Sabha.

Article 65 – Vice-President to act as President or discharge

functions during casual vacancies or absence of the President.

Article 66 – Election of the Vice-President.
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Article 67 – Term of office of Vice-President.

Article 68 – Time of holding election to fill vacancy in the office of

Vice-President and the term of office of the person elected.

Article 69 – Oath or affirmation by the Vice-President.

Article 70 – Discharge of President’s functions in other

contingencies.

Article 71 – Matters relating to or connected with the election of a

President or Vice-President.

PYQ 2013
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Ethiopia inaugurates Africa’s biggest dam
despite protest from downstream Egypt

Context

The Hindu, Page no. 14, Places in News

Ethiopia inaugurated the Grand Ethiopian
Renaissance Dam (GERD) on the Blue Nile,
hailing it as Africa’s largest hydroelectric
project. However, Egypt, which depends on
the Nile for 97% of its water, termed the
dam an existential threat and raised the
issue at the UN.

Location: On the Blue Nile, near Sudan
border.
 Started: 2011.
 Height & span: 170 m tall, ~2 km wide.
 Capacity: Reservoir holds 74 billion cubic
metres.
 Power generation: 5,150 MW → largest in
Africa by installed capacity.

Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD)
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Nile River

Importance

Conflict:

Length: ~6,650 km → world’s longest river (disputed with Amazon).

Main tributaries:

Countries in basin: 11 (Ethiopia, Sudan, Egypt, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Rwanda, Burundi, South
Sudan, DR Congo, Eritrea – by basin).

Egypt relies on Nile for 97% of freshwater.

Crucial for irrigation, drinking water, navigation, and power.

Egypt cites “historic rights” under colonial-era treaties.

Ethiopia rejects those treaties as unfair and asserts right to development.

White Nile – from Lake Victoria (Uganda).

Blue Nile – from Lake Tana (Ethiopia), contributes ~80% of Nile’s

waters.
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China digs in on ‘rare earth’, commands global market

GS Paper: GS3 – Economy, Resources, Science & Technology

Context

Data for Prelims

Source: The Hindu, Page 7

China, the world’s largest producer of rare earth elements (REEs), has
tightened rules on mining and processing of rare earths. These
minerals are vital for clean energy technologies, defense, electronics,
and strategic industries. The move shows China’s effort to strengthen
its grip on global supply chains and highlights other countries’
dependence on China for these critical minerals.

Global Reserves (%) – China (48.9%), Brazil (23.3%), India (7.7%)
dominate.
Mine Production (%) – China (65.8%), U.S. (13.2%), Myanmar (9%).

   .   Major Exporters (%) – China (28.9%), Malaysia (21.7%), U.S. (15.6%).
Sector-wise Demand (%) – Magnets, Ceramics, Phosphors,
Displays.
Major Importers of China’s Exports (%) – Japan (28.2%), U.S. (25.1%),
Netherlands (11.9%).
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Centre grants licences to five firms to manufacture its first
indigenous malaria vaccine

GS Paper – GS3 (Science and Technology)

Context

About Malaria

Source – The Hindu Page No. – 12

Union government has licensed five firms to manufacture and
commercialise India’s first indigenous multi-stage malaria
vaccine developed by ICMR and partners.
The vaccine aims to target the malaria parasite before it enters
the bloodstream, thus preventing transmission.
India accounts for 1.4% of the global malaria case burden and 66%
of cases in Southeast Asia, making this step crucial.

Cause: Malaria is a vector-borne disease caused by Plasmodium
parasites (mainly Plasmodium falciparum and Plasmodium vivax).
Transmission: Spread through the bite of infected female
Anopheles mosquitoes.
Symptoms: High fever, chills, sweating, headaches, anemia.
Reason for spread: Warm and humid climate, stagnant water
(mosquito breeding), poor sanitation, inadequate preventive
measures.
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Vaccine Type Mentioned

Recombinant Chimeric Multi-stage Malaria Vaccine

AdFalciVax – a recombinant chimeric multi-stage malaria vaccine.
It works against Plasmodium falciparum, remains effective for
over 9 months at room temperature, and is affordable, stable, and
scalable.

1. Recombinant → Made using genetic engineering. Scientists take
useful genes from the malaria parasite and put them into another
safe system (like bacteria or yeast) to produce proteins that can
trigger our immune system.

2. Chimeric → Means it combines different parts (proteins/antigens)
from more than one stage of the malaria parasite’s life cycle. So it’s
like a “hybrid” vaccine with multiple protective elements.

3. Multi-stage → Malaria parasite has different stages (sporozoite, liver
stage, blood stage). This vaccine works against more than one stage,
so it can:

4. Overall Purpose → To give broader and stronger protection by
targeting malaria parasite at different points in its life cycle, reducing
both infection and transmission.

Stop parasite before entering blood
Reduce parasite survival if it reaches blood
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Context

Despite the 2012 Delhi gang rape case, women’s safety in Delhi

continues to be a major concern.

The National Annual Report & Index on Women’s Safety (NARI)

2025, launched by the National Commission for Women (NCW),

exposes glaring safety gaps in Delhi.

Delhi ranks among the worst-performing cities in women’s safety,

raising concerns since the national capital should set benchmarks

for the rest of the country.

Mains Enrichment 
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