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India resists full crypto framework, fears systemic risks

Context

Cryptocurrency

Stablecoin

The Hindu, Page 15, GS-3, Prelims

India will not frame a full cryptocurrency law, keeping only partial oversight. RBI warns that
mainstreaming crypto can create systemic financial risks, and regulation may not fully control
them

Digital/virtual currency secured by cryptography.
Decentralized, not issued by any central authority.
Based on blockchain (peer-to-peer network).
Risks: volatility, speculation, money laundering, systemic instability.

A crypto asset pegged to stable assets like USD, Euro, or gold.
Backed by fiat currencies → less volatile.
Examples: USDT (Tether), USDC.
Still raises concerns of systemic risks if widely adopted.
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Blockchain Technology What are NFTs?

Key Features

Article Summary

Definition: A distributed ledger technology (DLT) where
transactions are recorded securely and transparently.
How it works:
a.Data (transaction) grouped into a “block”.
b.Block linked to previous one → forming a chain.
c.Data verified by a consensus mechanism (like Proof of Work /

Proof of Stake).
d. Immutable – once added, block cannot be altered.

Advantages: Transparency, security, decentralization, tamper-
resistance.
Use cases: Cryptocurrencies, smart contracts, supply chain, digital
governance.

Non-Fungible Tokens (NFTs) are unique digital assets stored on a
blockchain.
Non-fungible means they cannot be exchanged one-to-one like
money or Bitcoin (since each NFT is unique).

Each NFT has a unique code and proof of ownership recorded on
blockchain.
Cannot be replicated or replaced.
Used for: digital art, music, videos, gaming items, collectibles, even
virtual real estate.

1. India’s Position: No full law; partial oversight to avoid systemic risks.
2. RBI View: In practice containing the risks of cryptocurrencies
through regulation will be difficult.
3. Global Scenario:

US → permits stablecoins.
China → bans crypto, exploring Yuan-backed stablecoin.
Japan, Australia → cautious frameworks, not promotion.
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The way forward on Katchatheevu, Palk Strait disputes Dispute between India and Sri Lanka

Solutions highlighted

GS Paper 2: International Relations

Context (as per article)

Bottom Trawling

Source: The Hindu, Page No. 8, India Editorial

India has historically shaped regional/global diplomacy through
Panchsheel, Non-Aligned Movement, SAARC, and the
Neighbourhood First Policy.
Despite close India–Sri Lanka ties, unresolved issues like fisheries
in the Palk Strait and sovereignty of Katchatheevu island remain.
During PM Modi’s April 2025 Colombo visit, both governments
revisited the concern. He emphasized a “humane approach”
balancing livelihoods with conservation.

Katchatheevu: Small, uninhabited islet in the Palk Strait.
Public debate projects it as root of fisheries dispute, but article
clarifies this is misleading.
It was ceded to Sri Lanka under the 1974 Indo–Sri Lanka Maritime
Boundary Treaty, placing the islet in Sri Lankan waters.
The boundary treaty was legal and binding, yet politically and
emotionally sensitive.
Sri Lanka’s position: Post-2017 trawling ban, Indian trawlers
intrude, harming marine resources.
India’s Tamil Nadu fishermen: Livelihoods dependent on these
waters; see loss of access as historical injustice.

1.Framework for joint management of marine resources (like
Baltic/EU cooperation).

2. Implement sustainable practices: shift from trawler-based fishing
to deep-sea fishing.

3.Respect ecological balance: stop destructive methods such as
bottom trawling.

4.Strengthen cultural and humanitarian ties: recognize shared Tamil
fishing traditions, ensure empathy for affected families.

5.Diplomatic path: avoid politicization, pursue cooperation over
confrontation.

A destructive practice where fishing trawlers drag nets along the
seabed, damaging coral beds, shrimp habitats, and depleting fish
stocks.

Mentioned as “United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS) lays stress not only on equitable use of marine resources
but also on their conservation. Similarly, the FAO’s Code of
Conduct for Responsible Fisheries 1995 deems destructive
practices such as bottom trawling to be unacceptable.”
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Israel’s attack on Doha

GS Paper 2: International Relations

Context

Summary

Source – The Indian Express, Page No. 14

Israel targeted a Hamas delegation in Doha, Qatar — the first Israeli
strike on a Gulf Arab state and on a U.S. ally hosting the Al-Udeid
airbase. This escalates the conflict beyond Gaza, challenges U.S.-led
mediation, and threatens regional stability.

Israel’s move – Netanyahu ordered the strike on Hamas leaders
engaged in ceasefire negotiations in Qatar, projecting military
dominance and undermining U.S. diplomacy.
Qatar’s role – For decades, Qatar has acted as a mediator in
regional conflicts (Afghanistan Taliban talks, Sudan peace efforts,
Israel-Hamas truce negotiations). It hosts Hamas’s political bureau
and has facilitated ceasefire and hostage exchanges. Doha
condemned the strike as a violation of sovereignty and warned it
could collapse talks.
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U.S. angle – The strike weakens Washington’s three-phase
ceasefire proposal; politically sensitive as Al-Udeid is the largest
U.S. base in the region.
Regional fallout – Arab states condemned Israel; Qatar “reserved
right to respond.” The attack risks escalation with Iran and
undermines Gulf security architecture.

History & Establishment – Proposed by Saudi Arabia in 2002 at the
Arab League Summit in Beirut.
Core Idea – Arab states offer normalization of relations with Israel
in return for:

Current Position – Officially remains the Arab League’s stance,
reaffirmed repeatedly (most recently at Arab League summits).
However:

Several Arab states (UAE, Bahrain, Morocco, Sudan) have
normalized ties with Israel via the Abraham Accords (2020),
bypassing the API framework.
The API still holds symbolic and diplomatic weight but has
lost momentum in practice.

Arab Peace Initiative

Strategic implication – Expands the conflict beyond Gaza,
threatens diplomatic mediation channels, and complicates
U.S. credibility in West Asia.

Full Israeli withdrawal from territories occupied in 1967
(West Bank, Gaza, Golan Heights).
A “just solution” for Palestinian refugees (based on UNGA
Resolution 194).
Acceptance of an independent Palestinian state with East
Jerusalem as its capital.
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Himachal declared ‘fully literate’: what does this mean?

GS Paper – GS2: Education

Summary of the Article

Context

Source – The Indian Express, Page No. 14

How Literacy is Defined:

ULLAS Programme (2022):

Past Literacy Schemes for Adults:

Measurement:
Ministry of Education: “ability to read, write, communicate in any
language, perform daily skills like digital literacy, and carry out
financial literacy.”
Full literacy = achieving 95% literacy.

Targets 100% literacy in India by 2030.
Focus on adults (15+) who missed formal schooling.
Provides basic reading, writing, numeracy, financial and digital
literacy.
Uses community volunteers and digital platforms.

1960s–70s: Literacy campaigns for farmers & women.
National Adult Education Programme (1978): literacy for 15–35 age
group.
National Literacy Mission (1988–2009): extended target group,
focused on functional literacy.
Saakshar Bharat Mission (2009–18): aimed at 15+ age group, literacy
& numeracy.

Earlier surveys measured basic ability to read and write.
New system uses FLNAT test (Foundational Literacy and Numeracy
Assessment Test) under NIOS for certification.

Himachal Pradesh has been declared a “fully literate” state, becoming

the 5th such state/UT after Goa, Ladakh, Mizoram, and Tripura. This

follows the Ministry of Education’s framework under the ULLAS

(Understanding Lifelong Learning for All in Society) programme that

defines “full literacy” as achieving 95% literacy in a State/UT.

Mains Enrichment 

11th  SEPT, 2025



Current Status:

Question (GS2 – Education, 150 words):
Himachal Pradesh has recently been declared a ‘fully literate’ state
under the ULLAS programme. Discuss the significance of achieving
‘full literacy’ in India. Highlight the challenges in measuring literacy
and evaluate the effectiveness of adult literacy schemes in bridging
the ga

Himachal joins Goa, Mizoram, Tripura, and Ladakh as “fully
literate.”
National literacy rate (2011 Census): 74%.
Female literacy remains lower than male literacy across states.
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