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SC cites Preamble to reject plea against Banu Mushtaq
opening Dasara in Mysuru

Source - The Hindu, Page No. 1
Category - GS-2 (Polity) | Prelims (Preamble, Secularism)

Context

o A petition opposed Muslim Booker Prize winner Banu Mushtaq
inaugurating the Mysuru Dasara festivities, arguing that the
inaugural pooja is a Hindu religious practice reserved for Hindus.

« The Supreme Court dismissed the plea, citing the Preamble,
secularism, liberty of thought, faith, equality, and fraternity as
guiding constitutional principles.

About Mysuru Dasara Festival

« Over 400 years old, started under Vijayanagara kings and
patronized by the Wadiyars of Mysore.

o State Festival of Karnataka (Naada Habba).

o Celebrates victory of Chamundeshwari (Durga) over Mahishasura.

« Famous for Chamundeshwari Temple rituals, Jumbo Savari
(elephant procession), and cultural events.




Indian vs. Western Secularism
Indian Secularism

« Based on “Sarva Dharma Sambhava” (equal respect for all
religions).

o Positive secularism » State can engage with all religions to ensure
equality and reform.

« Example: State interventions in temple entry, abolition of
untouchability, reforming personal laws.

Western Secularism

« Based on strict separation of Church and State.

« Negative secularism » State maintains complete distance from
religion.

« Example: France’s Laicité, USA's “wall of separation” doctrine

Important Observations of the Supreme Court

1. Secularism - Basic Feature: The Preamble enshrines secularism,
liberty of thought and faith, equality, and fraternity.

2. State Neutrality: The State of Karnataka is secular and maintains
no religion of its own.
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3. Dual Aspects: Inauguration involved ribbon-cutting (secular) and
temple pooja (religious).

4. No Exclusive Right: Hindu-only participation is not constitutionally
mandated.

5. Equality Clause: The State may act to eliminate practices that
impede equality while remaining neutral to religion.
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A climate-health vision with lessons from
India

Source: The Hindu Page No: 10 Category:
Editorial

GS Paper: GS-2 (Health), GS-3 (Climate)

Context

Brazil hosted the Global Conference on
Climate and Health (July 29-31, 2025). The
Belém Health Action Plan, to be launched at
COP30 (Nov 2025), will guide the global
agenda on climate and health. India was
absent, but its welfare schemes show how
health and climate goals can align.

Belém Health Action Plan

« Launch: COP30, 2025.

« Defines global climate-health agenda.
« 3 Pillars:




1.Prioritise climate as a health issue at the political level.

2.Embed health impact assessments in climate-relevant policies.

3.Use health benefits (clean air, safe water, nutrition) to mobilise
communities.

Important Schemes
1.PM POSHAN (2021, Ministry of Education) » School meals, millet
promotion, nutrition + climate-resilient food systems.
2.Swachh Bharat Abhiyan (2014, MoHUA & Jal Shakti) » Sanitation,

public health, dignity, waste management, environmental gains.

3.MGNREGA (2005, Ministry of Rural Development) » 100 days

employment + water conservation, afforestation, soil restoration.

4.PM Ujjwala Yojana (2016, Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas) »
Subsidised LPG, reduced indoor air pollution, better women'’s
health, cut emissions.

Summary

« India’s welfare schemes, though not framed as climate policies,
deliver major climate-health co-benefits.

« Political leadership (PMUY, SBA) ensured visibility and success.

« Community participation anchored outcomes (Swachh Bharat's
cultural symbolism, POSHAN'’s grassroots mobilisation).
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« Existing institutions (health workers, SHGs, panchayats) enhanced
implementation instead of parallel structures.

o Challenges: high LPG refill costs, administrative silos, cultural
barriers, lack of sustained outcome measurement.

« Key lesson: Integrated climate-health governance is essential;
India’'s model shows how non-health interventions can address
health, environment, and development goals simultaneously.
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SEBI and RBI are in talks to boost trading in corporate bond index derivatives to deepen India’s
debt market, which currently sees low volumes and is dominated by institutional investors.

Corporate Bond

« Debt security issued by a company to raise capital.

e Pays interest (coupon) and returns principal at maturity.

« Risk depends on issuer’s credit rating.

« Regulator in India: SEBI (RBI indirectly for money market instruments).
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This article explains how scientists discovered the origins of hands and feet in animals by

studying fish genes, showing that parts of our genetic code for limbs originally helped form
other body parts in ancient species.

Article Summary

« About 360 million years ago, fish evolved to walk on land; their fins became limbs like hands
and feet.

« Scientists used new DNA-editing methods (like CRISPR) to study how these limbs evolved,
finding that old gene combinations—not entirely new genes—led to the development of
hands and feet.

« The 5DOM region in DNA, discovered in both mice and zebrafish, plays a crucial role in
forming limbs and also forms body openings like the anus and urethra.

« By experimenting on zebrafish, researchers learned that the genes for limbs and certain
body openings share a common genetic origin.

« This research suggests that the genes for building hands and feet are ancient, re-used over
millions of years to create new body parts like human fingers and toes.
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