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One-time H-1B visa fee is only for new applicants, says U.S.

The Hindu, Page No. 1

GS Paper 2 - International Relations (India-U.S. relations, diaspora
issues)

Context

« U.S. President Donald Trump recently hiked H-1B visa fees to
$100,000.

o This initially created confusion, as U.S. Commerce Secretary
Howard Lutnick suggested the fee would be annual, triggering
panic among Indian H-1B visa holders abroad.

« The White House clarified:

« The $100,000 fee will be a one-time payment.

It applies only to new H-1B visa applicants (companies filing
fresh petitions in the next lottery cycle).

 Those applying for renewals or who already hold valid visas
are exempt.

o This clarification eased fears, as many Indian visa holders had
rushed to book last-minute flights to the U.S. fearing extra
costs to re-enter.

« Opposition parties in India criticized the government for not
taking a strong stance against what they called the U.S.'s
“strong-arm tactics.”




What is the H-1B Visa?

« H-1B Visa: A non-immigrant U.S. visa that allows U.S. companies to
employ foreign workers in specialty occupations requiring
theoretical or technical expertise (IT, engineering, medicine, etc.).

 Widely used by Indian IT professionals.

 Issued initially for 3 years, extendable to 6 years.

Q. Consider the following statements regarding the Special

301 Report of the United States:

o It is prepared annually by the U.S. Department of State to monitor
foreign countries’ compliance with international trade rules.

« The report primarily identifies countries that deny adequate
protection to intellectual property rights (IPR) or fair market

access to U.S. entities.
« India has often been placed on the “Priority Watch List” under
this report due to concerns over pharmaceutical patents and

copyright enforcement.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
() 1Tand 2only (b) 2and 3 only (c) 1Tand 3 only (d) 1, 2
and 3






Taliban rule out deal on Bagram air base despite U.S. President’s call « History:
for its return « Originally built by the Soviet Union in the 1950s.
The Hindu, Page No. 16, Places in News « Expanded and heavily used by the U.S. after 2001 invasion.

Context « Abandoned by U.S. troops in 2021 during withdrawal.

. President Donald Trump wants the U.S. to regain control of « Current Status: Under control of the Taliban since U.S. withdrawal.

Bagram air base in Afghanistan.

 The Taliban government has clearly refused, saying no deal is
possible on Afghan soil.

o Trump warned of “punishment” if Afghanistan doesn't return it.

o Afghanistan’s Defence Ministry stressed that its independence
and territorial integrity are most important.

« Trump has often criticized the U.S. exit from Bagram, especially as
the base is close to China.

About Bagram Air Base (Afghanistan)

o Location: About 50 km north of Kabul, Afghanistan.

« Importance: Largest U.S. military base in Afghanistan.

e Role in War: It was the center of American operations during the
20-year war against the Taliban.

o Facilities: Runways, aircraft shelters, barracks, hospital, and prison

complex.
o Strategic Value:
o Close to China, Iran, and Central Asia - makes it geopolitically

sensitive.
« Symbol of U.S. military power in Afghanistan.






IAF’s iconic MiG-21 fighter to fly into sunset after six decades of
service

The Hindu; Page No.: 12

Defence, Security, Indigenisation

The Indian Air Force (IAF) will retire its MiG-21 fighter jets on 26th
September 2025, ending nearly 60 years of service. Inducted in 1963,
the MiG-21 was India’s first supersonic jet, crucial in wars (1965, 1971,
Kargil, Balakot airstrikes). Known as the “workhorse” of Indian air
defence, it also boosted aerospace manufacturing. Now, the Tejas
LCA (Light Combat Aircraft) MklA is set to replace it.

Difference
o 4th Gen » Multirole, advanced avionics, maneuverability, limited

stealth.

e 5th Gen » Stealth, sensor fusion, supercruise, network-centric
warfare.

Examples of 4th Gen Fighter Jets
« F-16 Fighting Falcon (USA)
« Mirage-2000 (France)
e MiG-29, Su-27 (Russia)
« Su-30MKIl, Tejas Mk1/MKI1A (India)



Examples of 5th Gen Fighter Jets (with countries)

 F-22 Raptor - USA

F-35 Lightning Il - USA

Su-57 Felon - Russia

Chengdu J-20 Mighty Dragon - China

AMCA (Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft) - India (under
development, not yet in service)




Context

This article discusses a groundbreaking discovery by astronomers
who have identified a new class of cosmic explosions called ENT's
(Extremely Non-repeatable Transients). These events are more
powerful and longer-lasting than gamma-ray bursts, which were
previously considered the most energetic explosions in the universe.
ENT's are believed to occur when supermassive black holes rip apart
massive stars in extremely rare cosmic events. This discovery could
help scientists better understand black holes, the early universe, and
extreme astrophysical phenomena.

What Are Black Holes?

Definition: A black hole is a region in space where gravity is so strong
that nothing—not even light—can escape from it.

Formation: Most black holes form when very massive stars collapse
under their own gravity at the end of their life cycle.

Event Horizon: The “point of no return” around a black hole—once
something crosses it, it can’t escape.

What Are Supermassive Black Holes?

Definition: These are the largest type of black holes, containing
millions to billions of times the mass of our Sun.



Location: Found at the centers of most galaxies, including our Milky
Way. Power: When matter (like a star) falls into a supermassive black
hole, it gets stretched and compressed, releasing huge amounts of
energy in the form of radiation.

3¢ What Are ENT's (Extremely Non-repeatable Transients)?

Definition: ENT's are ultra-powerful cosmic explosions that occur
only once and don’t repeat—hence the name “non-repeatable.”

Brightness & Power:

« Brighter than gamma-ray bursts (GRBs), previously considered
the most luminous explosions.

« Can remain bright and visible for years, unlike typical transient
events.

« Possible Cause: Likely result from a star being shredded by a
supermassive black hole in a rare type of tidal disruption event
(TDE).

« Significance: ENT's may be the most energetic events since the
Big Bang.

« Help scientists study extreme black hole activity and the early
universe.

 They are rare and hard to detect.







Mains Enrichment

Visual Insights from Charts

« Chart 1: Shows a consistent increase in average age, peaking with
the 18th Lok Sabha.

e Chart 2: Depicts fall in MPs under 35, lowest in recent decades.

o Chart 3: Age-profile bars illustrate major shrinkage of the 25-40
group, growth in 56-70 and 71-100 brackets.

Key Data Points

« The average age of Lok Sabha members has steadily increased
since Independence, now above 57 years in the 18th Lok Sabha.

« The number of MPs under age 35 has drastically dropped from
over 75 in 1952 to just 32 in the present house.

« Age group 25-40 now forms the smallest segment in the Lok
Sabha; members above 56 years dominate representation.



