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GS2: POLITY

Context

Sixth Schedule of the Indian Constitution

Protests erupted in Leh, Ladakh, demanding statehood and inclusion of Ladakh under the
Sixth Schedule for greater autonomy and protection of local interests.
The central issue is the Centre's reluctance to extend the Sixth Schedule, which currently
provides autonomy to certain Northeastern states, to Ladakh.
Civil society groups in Ladakh insist that only Sixth Schedule status and statehood can
address concerns over land, jobs, and cultural identity.
The government has instead proposed other safeguards like domicile-based job
reservations, which protesters see as inadequate.
Protests intensified after key leader Sonam Wangchuk was excluded from talks in Delhi,
despite ongoing local agitation.
Ladakh consists of two districts: Buddhist-majority Leh and Muslim-majority Kargil, both of
which participate in the agitation.

Found in Articles 244(2) & 275(1).
Applies to Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura, Mizoram.
Creates Autonomous Districts governed by Autonomous District Councils (ADCs).
Aim: Protect tribal identity, land, resources, and self-rule.

1. Essence
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30 members (26 elected, 4 nominated by Governor).
Can legislate on land, forests (except reserved), shifting
cultivation, inheritance, marriage, divorce, social customs, village
administration.
Can set up courts for tribal disputes.
Empowered to levy certain taxes (land, professions, markets,
animals, vehicles, entry of goods)

Define/alter boundaries of districts.
Decide whether Parliamentary/State laws apply (with
modifications or exemptions).
Can annul or suspend ADC laws if against public/national interest.
Nominate members to ADCs.

2. Autonomous District Councils (ADC)

3. Governor's Role

2016

1
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Source: The Hindu, Page 1 

The Karnataka High Court dismissed a petition filed by X Corp. (formerly Twitter)
challenging blocking orders issued by Central and State authorities under the Information
Technology Act, 2000.
The court observed that social media cannot be left as an unregulated "anarchic freedom"
and must operate with responsibility and accountability.
The judgment emphasized that regulation of social media is necessary, especially in cases of
offences against women and content undermining the dignity of citizens.
The court said every sovereign nation has the right to regulate information flow, and India is
no exception.

Grants "safe harbour protection" to intermediaries (like social media platforms, search
engines, ISPs, etc.).
Meaning: They are not liable for third-party content hosted on their platforms, provided
they:

Context 

Section 79 of the IT Act, 2000 
Provision:

HC rejects appeal by X Corp. against takedown orders 

GS Paper: GS-2 (Polity - Regulation of social media, Government vs Fundamental Rights)
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1.Do not initiate or modify the transmission.
2.Observe due diligence as prescribed by the Government.
3.Take down unlawful content when ordered by competent

authority or courts.

If the intermediary conspires, abets, or induces unlawful acts.
If it fails to remove/disable access to unlawful content despite
receiving actual knowledge or official orders.

1. It provides "safe harbour protection" to intermediaries for third-
party content hosted on their platforms.

2.The protection is unconditional and applies even if the
intermediary fails to remove unlawful content when ordered by a
competent authority.

3. Intermediaries lose this protection if they abet, conspire, or induce
unlawful activities.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A. 1 only 
B. 1 and 3 only 
C. 2 and 3 only 
D. 1, 2 and 3

Balances free speech and accountability.
Ensures that platforms like X, Facebook, or WhatsApp are not
misused for spreading hate speech, fake news, child pornography,
or content affecting sovereignty and integrity of India.

Q3 With reference to Section 79 of the Information Technology Act,
2000, consider the following statements:

Exceptions (when protection is lost):

Significance:
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Source: The Indian Express Page Number: 19

The US, under Trump, restricted H-1B visas, which tech companies use to hire foreign talent.
Also China is rolling out a new visa category - K visa - to attract global talent, especially in
science and technology.
This move positions China as a hub for innovation and education, at a time when the US is
tightening its immigration rules.

Announced by the State Council of China.
Targets foreign youth and professionals in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering,
Mathematics).
Eligibility: Graduates from reputed domestic/international universities or research
institutions.
Offers:

Aim: To attract the next generation of scientists, researchers, and innovators to strengthen
China's science & tech ecosystem.

Greater flexibility in terms of stay and frequency of entry.
Expanded scope for research, education exchanges, and collaborations.

K visa: Why this could be China's answer to Trump's war on H-1B 

Context (in simple words):

About K visas:



Which of the following statements about China's K visa is/are
correct?

A) 1 only 
B) 2 and 3 only 
C) 1 and 3 only
D) 1, 2, and 3

Options: 

4

1.K visa is issued to foreigners visiting China for studies. 
2.K visa is primarily for diplomats and government officials.
3. It has implications for international travel and diplomatic

relations.
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Context

India hosted a high-level meeting of like-minded Global South
countries during the 80th UNGA.
Key points:

3rd edition held virtually on 17 Aug 2024.
Theme: "An Empowered Global South for a Sustainable Future."
Purpose:

Reduce dependence on any single supplier/market (indirect
reference to China & USA).
Promote resilient supply chains and South-South trade.
Push for reforms in multilateral institutions, especially UN, for
better representation of developing nations.

Provide platform for emerging economies to share challenges &
solutions.
Strengthen cooperation among developing nations.
Promote equitable global governance.

GS2

1. India and 20 Nations at UNGA:

2. India's Global South Summit (Voice of the Global South Summit,
VOGSS):
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The Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
approved Phase 3 of a centrally sponsored scheme to add 5,000
postgraduate and 5,023 undergraduate medical seats by 2028-
29.
The scheme aims to upgrade existing medical colleges,
standalone postgraduate institutes, and hospitals run by the
Union and State governments.
An enhanced cost ceiling of ₹1.5 crore per seat is set for the
upgrades.
The initiative will increase MBBS seats and improve the
availability of specialist doctors by creating additional
postgraduate seats and introducing new specialties.
The total financial outlay is ₹15,034.5 crore for 2025-26 to 2028-
29, of which the central share is ₹10,303.2 crore and the states'
share is ₹4,731.3 crore.
As of now, there are 808 medical colleges in India with 1,23,700
MBBS seats.
In the last decade, 69,352 new MBBS seats have been added
(127% growth), and 43,041 postgraduate seats (143% growth).
The new scheme will address gaps in teaching capacity,
accessibility, and affordability in healthcare education.
Updated faculty regulations (2025) introduce inclusive and
competency-based qualifications for eligibility and recruitment.
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Mains Enrichment 
Context: IAS Officer Swapnil Wankhede Assists Orphaned Sisters

In September 2025, during an official event in Datia, Madhya Pradesh,
IAS officer Swapnil Wankhede engaged with a young orphan girl
who mentioned she was the eldest among her three younger sisters.
Moved by their situation, Wankhede immediately directed that each
sister receive ₹4,000 under state welfare schemes and inquired
about Red Cross assistance for their school admissions.

Empathy in Governance: Wankhede's prompt and

compassionate response exemplifies how empathetic leadership

can address immediate social issues, aligning with the principles

of social justice and responsive governance.

Implementation of Welfare Schemes: His actions demonstrate

effective utilization of existing state welfare mechanisms to

provide immediate relief to vulnerable populations,

highlighting the importance of efficient policy

implementation.
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Role of Civil Services in Social Welfare: This incident

underscores the critical role of civil servants in bridging the

gap between government policies and the needs of

marginalized communities, ensuring that welfare schemes

reach those in need.

Public Trust and Accountability: Wankhede's transparent and

accountable approach fosters public trust in governmental

institutions, reinforcing the significance of integrity and

accountability in public administration.

This example can be cited in answers discussing the role of civil

services in promoting social justice, the importance of empathy in

governance, and the effective implementation of welfare schemes.


