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Day after violence in Ladakh, Centre sends special envoy, hastens talks
process

Source

The Indian Express | Page 1

Delhi govt., IIT Kanpur sign MoU for artificial rain trials

The Hindu | Page 2



https://t.me/UnderStandUPSC2026

26th SEPT, 2025

Headline

Rajnath's Morocco visit marks new chapter in India-Africa

defence ties The Hindu | Page 4

Rail-Based Agni-P Test-Fired The Indian Express | Page 12

Foreign direct investment into India in July at 50-month high of

$11.11 billion The Indian Express | Page 15

Cancer cases peak amid global decline: Study The Hindu | Page 8




* ¢ 26th SEPT, 2025

The Indian Express, Page 1

Day after violence in Ladakh, Centre sends special envoy, hastens talks process
GS2 - Polity & Governance

Context

o Protests in Leh over statehood & Sixth Schedule led to violence (4 killed, 50+ detained).
e Govt cancelled FCRA licence of Sonam Wangchuk's NGO, accusing it of provoking protests.
« A special envoy sent to negotiate with Ladakh groups.

FCRA (Foreign Contribution Regulation Act):

Regulates foreign donations to NGOs/associations.

Enacted 1976, strengthened in 2010.

Aim: prevent foreign influence in political, social, religious spheres.
Implemented by: Ministry of Home Affairs.

When can licence be cancelled?

Misuse of foreign funds.

Threat to sovereignty, integrity, or public interest.
False information or non-filing of returns.
Political activity without approval.

Once cancelled, NGO cannot receive foreign funds for 3 years.




Q1 Consider the following statements regarding the Foreign
Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA), 2010:

1.1t regulates the acceptance and utilization of foreign contributions
by individuals, associations, and NGOs in India.

2.The Act is implemented by the Ministry of External Affairs.

3.The licence of an NGO can be cancelled if its activities are against
the sovereignty and integrity of India.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3
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Context:

Delhi government and lIT Kanpur have partnered to conduct cloud
seeding trials (Oct-Nov 2025) to create artificial rain and reduce
smog, with DGCA approval.

Cloud Seeding:

A weather modification technique where substances are introduced
into clouds to induce or enhance rainfall.

Working Principle:
Clouds with sufficient moisture are seeded with nuclei (ice-like or

hygroscopic particles). These act as centers for condensation or ice
formation, causing droplets/ice crystals to grow and fall as rain.

Important Compounds Used:

o Silver iodide (Agl)+ Potassium iodide: Ice-nucleating agent for
supercooled clouds.

o Dry ice (solid CO,): Rapidly cools and induces ice crystal
formation.

o Salt particles (NaCl, KCl, etc.): Hygroscopic, used in warm clouds
to promote droplet coalescence.
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Location + Bilateral ties

Context

Rajnath Singh made his maiden visit to Morocco to strengthen
bilateral defence ties.

What India Has Started There:

Inauguration of Defence Manufacturing Facility at Berrechid
Set up by Tata Advanced Systems. India's first overseas defence
manufacturing unit. Will manufacture:

Wheeled Armoured Platform (WhAP) 8x8 infantry combat

vehicles.
Armoured hulls and components for military vehicles.
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Defence
Context

« India successfully test-launched the Intermediate Range Agni-
Prime missile from a rail-based mobile launcher under a full
operational scenario.

e This was the first time India has used a rail platform for
launching this missile, enhancing mobility, unpredictability,
and survivability of its strategic assets.
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Context

In July 2025, India saw a record FDI inflow of
$11.11 billion, the highest monthly figure in
over four years, reflecting strong investor
confidence. Net FDI for April-July 2025 stood
at $10.75 billion, up from $3.5 billion the
previous year.

Singapore remains the largest FDI source,
contributing nearly $15 billion in FY 2024-25,
marking its seventh consecutive year as the
top investor.

Key Points on S&P Rating Increase:

e First Upgrade in 18 Years: S&P Global
Ratings upgraded India's long-term
sovereign credit rating from BBB- to BBB
in August 2025, with a Stable Outlook.
This is the first upgrade in nearly two

decades.



What a Sovereign Credit Rating Means:

It is an evaluation of a country's ability and willingness to repay its
debt.

o Higher ratings indicate lower credit risk, making it cheaper for the
government and Indian companies to borrow money
internationally.

« A higher rating generally boosts investor confidence, attracting
more foreign investments, including FDI and portfolio flows.

Impacts of Rating Increase:

1.Lower Borrowing Costs: India can issue bonds at lower interest
rates.

2.Enhanced Investment Appeal: Global investors are more likely to
invest in Indian markets.

3.Economic Signaling: Confirms India's fiscal discipline, stable
growth, and resilience to global shocks.

4.Currency Support: Strengthened perception may support the
Indian rupee.
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Answer
1.C
2.A
3.B
4.B
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Mains Enrichment

Crisp Usage of Cancer Data in UPSC Mains:

« GS 1 (Social Issues): Gender and regional
disparities in health.

 GS 2 (Governance & Health): Public
health challenges; effectiveness of
national programs; policy measures.

e« GS 3 (Economy & Infrastructure):
Healthcare infrastructure, economic
impact, investment needs.

« Essays / Value Addition: Quote exact
numbers to strengthen arguments.










