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Why stampedes happen

Source: The Indian Express
Page No.: 23 (Explained)
GS Paper: GS-3 (Disaster Management)

Context:

In Karur, Tamil Nadu, a rally organized by actor and politician Vijay's
party (TVK) turned into a tragedy when uncontrolled crowd
movement led to a stampede. This is not an isolated case - in the past
year, India has witnessed similar deadly incidents at religious
gatherings, political rallies, railway stations, and sporting
celebrations. These stampedes highlight poor planning,
overcrowding, and delayed rescue as common reasons behind such
disasters.

Answer Writing Enrichment:

« Use data points: NCRB (3,074 deaths btw 2000- 2022), nearly 4,000
in 3 decades.

« Recent incidents (Karur, Bengaluru, Delhi, Goa) as examples.

o Global cases (Germany 2010, South Korea 2022) for comparative
perspective.

« Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (2015-2030) -
preparedness, mitigation, resilience.
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Reasons for Stampedes: 6. Emergency Preparedness: Quick-access paths, medical stations,
ambulances, and mock drills for readiness.

7. Regulatory Enforcement: Event organizers made accountable for
safety audits and compliance.

1.Sudden Triggers: A fall, push, or rush leading to panic and
crushing.

2.0vercrowding: Rallies, religious congregations, railway stations,
and sporting events.

3.Inadequate Planning: Poor design of entry/exit routes, absence of Global best practices
regulated movement.
4.Delayed Rescue Response: Dense crowds hinder access for first « Germany (post-2010 Love Parade): Strict crowd-density norms.
responders. o South Korea (post-2022 Halloween): Real-time density monitoring,
5.High-Emotion Gatherings: Celebrity rallies and religious devotion police deployment.
intensify disorder. « Saudi Arabia (Hajj management): Staggered entry, timed
o.Lack of Enforcement: Weak crowd-cap policies, inadequate movement.
policing, and coordination failure. o UK (sports events): All-seater stadiums, emergency exits
mandated.

Possible Solutions:

1. Capacity Regulation: Enforce strict limits on crowd numbers based
on venue size.

2. Design & Flow: Separate entry and exit routes, one-way pedestrian
flow, barricades to prevent bottlenecks.

3. Technology Use: Real-time monitoring with CCTV, drones, and Al-
based density mapping.

4. Communication Systems: Public announcements and signage to
guide and calm crowds.

5. Trained Personnel: Deployment of marshals, volunteers, and police
for crowd direction.
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Analysing Indian States' macro-fiscal health

Source: The Hindu | Page 8
GS Paper: GS-3 (Economy), GS-2 (Federalism)

Context (Simple):

The CAG report shows that while States' tax revenues have improved
after the pandemic, emergency spending and rising borrowings have
put fiscal health under pressure. Some States report surpluses, but in
reality, many are running heavily on debt.

Charts Summary:

« Gross Borrowings: Sharp rise across all States; Rajasthan, Tamil
Nadu, Maharashtra, Karnataka among the highest.

 Liabilities as % of GSDP: Punjab, Rajasthan, Bihar remain at the
top (~40%); Uttar Pradesh shows some improvement.

« Borrowings as % of GSDP: Rising fast in Haryana and Rajasthan;
Kerala remains consistently high.

o Overall: All major States have borrowed far more in 2022-23
compared to 2016-17.




Insight:
o A few States (like UP) improved debt ratios, but overall
borrowings remain high.

« Post-COVID welfare spending and weak revenue buoyancy
increased dependence on debt.

« Fiscal discipline and debt sustainability are urgent priorities.
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No ceasefire, Maoists must give up arms, says Shah

Source: The Hindu Page No: 10
GS Paper: GS-3 (Internal Security, Left Wing Extremism)

Context:

Union Home Minister Amit Shah ruled out any ceasefire with Maoists and reiterated that
"violent Naxalism will be eradicated by March 31, 2026." He said those who surrender will be
rehabilitated, but the government will continue strong action against the banned CPI (Maoist)
and its supporters.

Government Measures to End Naxalism (Point-wise):
1. Arms Supply Cut:
« Arms supply to banned outfit reduced by 90% since 2019.

« Agencies like ED (Enforcement Directorate) and NIA cracking down on financial networks.

2. Security Strengthening:

e Fortified camps set up in vulnerable areas.
« Enhanced intelligence-sharing across agencies.
« Improved coordination between Central and State forces.

3. Military & Policing Operations:
e Launch of Operation Black Forest to root out Maoist presence.
o Continuous offensives instead of ceasefire.
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4. Counter-ldeology Efforts:
 Focus on defeating the ideological narrative of Maoism.
« Highlighting how development has reached most regions, countering the claim of neglect.

5. Rehabilitation Approach:
« Maoists who surrender will be given a "red carpet" welcome and rehabilitated into society.
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At UNGA week, India signals realignment with the Global South

Source: The Hindu | Page 10
GS Paper: GS-2 (International Relations) | Prelims

Context (1-2 Sentences):

At the 80th UNGA high-level week, India intensified engagement with
the Global South, strongly criticising Israel's actions in Gaza, U.S. trade
policies, and the lack of UNSC reform. Most of India's bilateral and
multilateral meetings focused on non-Western groupings and South-
South cooperation.

Multilateral Institutions Discussed in the Article:
1. BRICS
e Founded: 2009 (BRIC), South Africa joined 2010.
e Current Members (10): Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa +
Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, indonesia, UAE.
o Objective: Multipolar world order, economic cooperation, reform of
global governance (UNSC, IMF, WB).
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2. IBSA (India-Brazil-South Africa Dialogue Forum)

« Founded: 2003, Brasilia Declaration.

« Members: India, Brazil, South Africa.

« Objective: South-South cooperation, poverty reduction,
sustainable development, UN reform.

3. India-CELAC (Community of Latin American and Caribbean States)

« Founded: 2010

« Members: 33 Latin American & Caribbean countries

o Objective: Regional integration, cooperation with India in trade,
energy, technology, and multilateral reform.

4. SICA (Central American Integration System)

 Founded: 1991, Tegucigalpa Protocol.

« Members: 8 - Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras,
Nicaragua, Panama, Dominican Republic.

« Objective: Political, economic, cultural integration of Central
America.
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5. FIPIC (Forum for India-Pacific Islands Cooperation)

« Launched: 2014 by India.

« Members: 14 Pacific Island countries + India.

« Objective: Climate change, sustainable development, capacity
building, strengthening India's outreach in Pacific.

6. L-69 Group
« Founded: Mid-2000s (named after UN draft resolution L.69).
« Members: "42 developing countries across Asia, Africa, Latin

America, Caribbean, Pacific.
o Objective: Push for UNSC reform and better representation of

Global South.

7. C-10 (Committee of Ten African Union States on UNSC Reform)

« Founded: 2005.

« Members: 10 African Union states - Algeria, Republic of Congo,
Equatorial Guinea, Kenya, Libya, Namibia, Sierra Leone, Uganda,
Zambia, Senegal.

o Objective: Represent Africa's "Ezulwini Consensus" on UNSC

reform.
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Ql. AstroSat, India's first dedicated space observatory, was launched
in which year?

Q4. Operation "Black Forest" is associated with tackling which
challenge?

(a) 2012 (a) lllegal mining
(b) 2014 (b) Terrorism
{Z)) 22(()):56 (c) Naxalism

(d) Drug trafficking

Q2. Which State currently has liabilities exceeding 40% of its GSDP?
Q5. The recent Karur tragedy in Tamil Nadu was caused by which type

(a) Kerala of disaster?
(b) Punjab (a) Fire
(c) Gujarat (b) Flood

(d) Karnataka (c) Stampede

(d) Earthquake
Q3. The G-10 group represents the demand of which continent for UN

Security Council reform?
(a) Asia

(b) Africa

(c) South America

(d) Europe
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AstroSat, India's first space observatory, completes a decade among
the stars

Source: The Hindu | Page No. 12
GS Paper: GS-3 (Science & Tech) | Prelims

Context:

India's first dedicated space-based astronomy observatory, AstroSat,
launched on September 28, 2015, has completed 10 years of operation.
Though designed for 5 years, it continues to provide valuable data
and has enabled groundbreaking discoveries in astronomy.

About AstroSat:

« Launched: September 28, 2015 by PSLV-C30 from Satish Dhawan
Space Centre (Sriharikota).

« Agencies Involved: ISRO, Inter-University Centre for Astronomy &
Astrophysics (IUCAA), Tata Institute of Fundamental Research
(TIFR), Indian Institute of Astrophysics (l1A), Raman Research
Institute (RRI), plus institutions from Canada & UK.
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Objective:
« India's first multi-wavelength space observatory to observe the
universe in UV, visible, low & high energy X-ray regions.
« Provide simultaneous data from different bands of the
electromagnetic spectrum.
« Enable Indian astronomers to collaborate globally in frontier space

science research.

Key Findings / Achievements:

e Black holes to neutron stars: Provided valuable data on high-
energy astrophysical phenomena.

« Exoplanets & Stars: Observed the nearest star Proxima Centauri.

o Galaxies: Detected far-ultraviolet (FUV) photons from galaxies 9.3
billion light years away.

« Enabled first-time observations across UV to X-ray spectrum
simultaneously.

« Helped in understanding star formation, supermassive black holes,
and galaxy evolution.



