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Encroachments, climate change may have led to Punjab’s worst
floods in decades

5 major tributaries with their origin and confluence points:
1. Jhelum River

Context

The Hindu Page Number: 4

Prelims + GS1 & GS 3

Punjab, a vital agrarian state, has faced its worst floods in decades,

claiming lives and affecting hundreds of thousands across over

2000 villages with losses around ₹13,000 crore.

The state received 591.8 mm of rain, 53% above normal, up to June

24, 2023, according to the India Meteorological Department.

Encroachments, weak flood management, and changing climate

patterns

The situation underscores an urgent need for scientific urban

planning, improved drainage, and robust disaster response to

prevent recurrence and reduce vulnerability to floods in Punjab.

Origin: Verinag Spring, in Anantnag district, Jammu & Kashmir
(India).
Confluence: Joins the Chenab River at Trimmu (Pakistan, Punjab)
before all flow into the Indus.
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2. Chenab River

3. Ravi River

4. Beas River

5. Sutlej River

Origin: Confluence of Chandra and Bhaga rivers at Tandi, Himachal
Pradesh (India).
Confluence: Joins the Panjnad river/ Sutlej at Panjnad (near Uch
Sharif, Pakistan).

Origin: Kullu Hills, near Rohtang Pass, Himachal Pradesh (India).
Confluence: Joins Chenab near Ahmedpur East (Pakistan) before
Chenab meets Indus.

Origin: Beas Kund near Rohtang Pass, Himachal Pradesh (India).
Confluence: Joins Sutlej at Harike (Punjab, India) → Sutlej later joins
Indus.

Origin: Rakas Tal (near Lake Manasarovar, Tibet).
Confluence: Joins Indus at Mithankot (Punjab, Pakistan).
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A complex turn in India’s FDI story

Context

FDI vs. FPI (Key Difference)

• FDI (Foreign Direct Investment):

The Hindu, Page No. 6, Editorial

Economics for Prelims & GS3

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) has been
central to India’s modernization since
1991 reforms.
 Recent data shows a paradox: while FDI
inflows remain high in numbers,
disinvestments and outflows are also
rising, reducing net gains.
The trend shows a shift from long-term
industrial growth investment to short-
term profit-driven capital, raising
concerns about India’s economic climate.

Long-term, stable capital → in factories,
infrastructure, R&D, tech transfer, jobs.
Investor has control (≥10% stake). Example:
Amazon building logistics hubs in India.
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• FPI (Foreign Portfolio Investment):

Reasons for Contrast (Why inflows vs.
outflows differ)

Way Forward:

Short-term, volatile capital → in stocks,
bonds, mutual funds. No control (<10%
stake). Driven by quick returns. Example:
Foreign funds buying Reliance/Infosys
shares.

1. Short-term Profit Motives: Investors

focusing on financial sectors/e-commerce

rather than manufacturing & technology.

2. High Disinvestments: Companies selling

stakes and withdrawing capital quickly.

3. Regulatory Hurdles: Land, infrastructure,

taxation, and compliance issues pushing

firms to divert capital abroad.

4. Tax Arbitrage: FDI routed via

Singapore/Mauritius largely for tax benefits.

5. Global Factors: US, UK, EU remain primary

sources of industrial FDI, but their cautious

stance reduces inflows into India.

6. Domestic Weakness: Structural barriers (skill

gap, policy uncertainty, governance issues)

discourage long-term commitments.

7. FDI Outflows: Indian firms themselves

investing abroad due to favourable conditions

and strategic reasons.

Simplify regulations, improve infrastructure,
build skills.
Attract FDI into manufacturing and
technology sectors.
Strengthen domestic investment climate to
reduce dependence on volatile global
capital.
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Undersea cables cut in Red Sea, disrupting internet access in parts of Asia

Context

Summary:

The Indian Express, Page No. 12

Places in News

Undersea cable cuts in the Red Sea have disrupted internet access in parts of Asia and the
Middle East. These cables are crucial as they form the backbone of global internet connectivity.
The incident has raised security concerns, especially given the geopolitical tensions in the
region involving Yemen’s Houthi rebels, Israel, and Gaza.

Disruption: Internet access in Asia and the Middle East, including India and Pakistan, was

degraded due to subsea cable cuts near Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.

Cause: It is not immediately clear what caused the cuts. While there is concern about

possible targeting by Yemen’s Houthi rebels, they have denied such attacks in the past.

 Importance of cables: Undersea cables are vital for internet connectivity, serving as

backbones along with satellites and land cables. Multiple access points usually prevent

complete outages, but disruptions still slow down services.
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Red Sea Suez Canal

Narrow strip of water between Northeast Africa and the Arabian

Peninsula.

Connects to the Mediterranean Sea via the Suez Canal (through

the Gulf of Suez) in the north, and to the Arabian Sea/Indian Ocean

via Bab el–Mandeb Strait in the south.

 Strategic Importance:

One of the busiest maritime trade routes in the world.

Vital for energy shipments (oil, LNG) and global trade.

Hosts several undersea internet cables critical for Asia–Europe

connectivity.

An artificial sea-level waterway in Egypt, connecting the

Mediterranean Sea (Port Said) with the Red Sea (Suez/Gulf of

Suez).

Opened in 1869; one of the world’s most heavily used shipping

lanes.

Allows ships to bypass the longer route around the Cape of Good

Hope (South Africa).
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Women lead in Punjab flood relief:
Embankments to camps & supplies

The Indian Express, Page 1 & 2

GS1 (Society): Women’s role in crisis → resilience, social change, balancing domestic + relief work.

GS2 (Governance): Community participation, NREGA women in embankments, gender-sensitive disaster policies.

GS3 (Disaster Management): Grassroots innovations (trolley kitchens), hygiene drives, CBDRR.

GS4 (Ethics): Empathy, care, resilience, community service.

Essay: Women as agents of change; community resilience in disasters.

Mains Enrichment 


