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India, Qatar likely to finalise terms of reference for FTA in early October

Source: The Hindu | Page 13
GS Paper Tags: GS2 (International Relations), GS3 (Economy)

What are Terms of Reference (ToR) in an FTA?

Definition: Terms of Reference are the preliminary framework or guiding principles for

negotiations of a Free Trade Agreement (FTA).

Purpose:
« Outline the scope of discussions (e.g., goods, services, investment, IPR, e-commerce).
« Set timelines and negotiation modalities.
« Define sectoral sensitivities (what will be included/excluded).
« Establish institutional mechanisms for dispute resolution and monitoring.

Qatar: Key Trade Partner

Major Exporter of LNG & LPG:
One of the world’s leading suppliers of liquefied natural gas (LNG).

Also a significant exporter of liquefied petroleum gas (LPG), petrochemicals, aluminium, and
related products.
India’s Energy Security: India relies heavily on Qatari LNG for its energy needs.
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Bilateral Trade:

e FY 2024-25: India exported $1.68 billion worth of goods.
o Imports from Qatar: $12.47 billion (mostly LNG & LPG).
« Doha accounts for 1.22% of India’s total trade.

Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)

Members: Saudi Arabia, UAE, Qatar, Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman.
Founded: 1981.

Significance:

« Regional bloc for economic, political, and security cooperation.

« India has been engaging with GCC as a group for trade deals and
energy security.

« GCC countries are among India’s largest energy suppliers and
important trading partners.
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Israeli Finance Minister visits India, signs bilateral investment treaty

Source: The Hindu Page No.: 10

Subject: GS2 - International Relations

Context
 Israel’s Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich visited India and signhed
a Bilateral Investment Agreement with Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman.
e The visit came amidst ongoing military operations in Gaza by

Israel.

« The agreement marks a step towards deepening India-lIsrael
economic cooperation, especially in trade, investment, and
technology.

o Israel is the first OECD country with which India has sighed a new

model Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT).

India-Israel Relationship
1. Historical Background
« India formally recognized Israel in 1950 and established full

diplomatic relations in 1992.

« Relations have steadily grown in defense, agriculture, water
management, and technology.




2. Strategic Partnership
o Declared in 2017 during PM Narendra Modi’s visit to Israel.

o Focus on security, innovation, and economic cooperation.

3. Defense & Security
 Israel is among the top defense suppliers to India (missiles, UAVs,

radar systems).

« Joint projects include Barak-8 missile system.

4. Agriculture & Water
o Indo-Israel Agricultural Project (IIAP): Demonstration farms and
water-efficient irrigation.
o Collaboration in desalination and water management

technologies.

5. Trade & Economy
« Bilateral trade (excluding defense) rose from $200 million in 1992
to over $10 billion (2022-23).

o Areas: diamonds, pharmaceuticals, IT, electronics, fertilizers.
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6. People-to-People Ties
e Tourism, cultural exchanges, and growing Indian Jewish diaspora

links.

India’s 2016 Model Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT)
Background
« India signed several BITs in the 1990s and early 2000s to attract
foreign investment.
« However, multiple Investor-State Dispute Settlement (ISDS)
cases were filed against India (e.g., Vodafone, Cairn Energy).
« To safeguard regulatory space while balancing investor

protection, India adopted a new Model BIT in 2016.
OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development)

« An intergovernmental economic organisation, founded in 1961,
headquartered in Paris, France.
o Objective: Promote economic growth, stability, free trade,
and improved living standards.
« Members: 38 countries (mostly high-income economies,

democracies).
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Centre panel gives nod to assess impact of rock phosphate mine on
bustard habitat

The Indian Express, Page 7

Prelims: Environment

Context

EAC cleared an EIA study for Birmania Rock Phosphate mine (400
ha) in Jaisalmer, Rajasthan.

Area lies in potential Great Indian Bustard (GIB) conservation zone.
Concern: mining may affect the critically endangered bird’s
habitat.

SC also monitoring GIB protection and powerline issues.

Great Indian Bustard (GIB)

Scientific name: Ardeotis nigriceps

IUCN: Critically Endangered | WPA 1972: Schedule | | CITES:
Appendix |

Population: <150, mostly in Rajasthan

Habitat: Arid/semi-arid grasslands of Rajasthan, Gujarat,
Maharashtra, Karnataka

Threats: Habitat loss, powerline collisions, mining, infrastructure
Conservation: National Bustard Recovery Programme, SC orders
on underground powerlines, breeding centres in Jaisalmer &
Kutch




Shot Against Tumour

Source: The Indian Express Page No: 10 (Editorial)
GS Paper Tags: GS2 (Health), GS3 (Science & Tech, Biotechnology)

Context of the Article

e Russian scientists announced Enteromix, a cancer vaccine using
MRNA technology, which reportedly showed 100% efficacy in early
trials.

« It has shown promise in shrinking tumours, especially colorectal
cancer, and further vaccines are in the pipeline for skin and brain
cancers.

« However, experts caution against calling it a breakthrough since:

o The trials were small (fewer than 50 volunteers).
« Results are yet to be published in a peer-reviewed journal.

« The article highlights both the promise and limitations of mRNA-
based cancer research, while also noting that the Covid-19
pandemic accelerated global interest in mRNA vaccines.

MRNA Vaccines

Definition: mMRNA (messenger RNA) vaccines use a synthetic mRNA
sequence that instructs human cells to produce a protein (antigen)
which triggers an immune response.




How They Work:

1.mRNA is introduced into the body.

2.Cells produce the target protein (like spike protein in Covid
vaccines or tumour-related proteins).

3.Immune system recognises it as foreign » produces antibodies +
activates T-cells.

4.Provides protection if the real pathogen (or cancerous cells)
appear.

Advantages:

o Faster development compared to traditional vaccines.
o Can be personalised (tailored to individual immune responses).

e No risk of infection since no live virus is used.

Limitations:

e Requires stringent storage conditions (cold chain).
« Long-term safety and efficacy against cancers still uncertain.

« Expensive and complex manufacturing.







Mains Enrichment

Graft and gag: why social media ban triggered Nepal's GenZ
Source: The Indian Express Page No: 13

Context: Nepal’'s social media ban sparked GenZ-led protests against
corruption, censorship, and lack of accountability, highlighting

governance failures and youth assertion.

Usage:

« GS2: Freedom of speech, democratic accountability, governance
challenges.

« GS4: Ethical governance, corruption, youth role in ensuring
integrity.

o PSIR (Optional): Legitimacy crisis, civil society movements,
democratic backsliding in South Asia.

« Sociology (Optional): Youth movements, social media as an agent

of social change, protest culture, generational conflict.




