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Trump’s Gaza peace plan is comprehensive, provides viable
pathway to peace: PM

Source: The Hindu | Page 12
GS Paper: GS-2 (International Relations)

Context:

PM Narendra Modi welcomed U.S. President Donald Trump’s Gaza
peace plan.

The plan was announced after Trump’s meeting with Israeli PM
Benjamin Netanyahu.

Gaza Peace Plan: key points

Immediate Ceasefire: End of Gaza war and release of hostages by
Hamas within 72 hours.

No Annexation: Israel cannot occupy or annex Gaza.

Phased Withdrawal: Gradual withdrawal of Israeli forces.
Governance: Gaza under “temporary transitional governance,”
supervised by a Board of Peace headed by Trump and including
heads of states (to be announced).

Aim: Long-term peace, security, and development for Palestinians
and Israelis.



Swim to safety

Source: The Hindu | Page 8 | Editorial | Species in News
Context:

« Dugongs in India have declined sharply due to poaching, bycatch, habitat loss, and
pollution.

« The Dugong Conservation Reserve in Palk Bay (2022) under the Wildlife (Protection) Act is a
major step.

« IUCN has lauded it as a model of marine conservation, showcasing fisher engagement,
restoration, and innovative techniques.

Indian Dugong (Sea Cow)

o Type: Large marine herbivorous mammal (related to manatees).

Key Characteristics

Long-lived, slow breeder (1 calf every 3-7 years).
Fully aquatic, strictly marine mammal.

Can live up to 70 years.

Play a keystone role in seagrass ecosystem health.
Diet: Primarily seagrass » hence called “sea cow.”




Habitat in India:

e Gulf of Mannar

« Palk Bay

o Gulf of Kutch

« Andaman & Nicobar Islands

Conservation Status

e IUCN Red List: Vulnerable
o Wildlife Protection Act (WPA), 1972: Schedule | (highest protection)

e CITES: Appendix | (ban on international trade)
« CMS (Convention on Migratory Species): Appendix | & Il

Population

 In India: ~200 individuals, mostly in Tamil Nadu (Palk Bay & Gulf of
Mannar).






Swim to safety

Source: The Hindu | Page 15 | Economics
Context:

India’s external debt profile reflects
borrowings from abroad by government
and private sector. It is a key indicator of
external sector health and financial stability.

What is External Debt?

« Money owed by residents of India
(government, corporates, banks,
households) to non-residents, repayable
in foreign currency.

e Raised through loans, bonds, deposits,
trade credits from foreign governments,
institutions, banks, NRIs, investors.

External Debt of India - Key Points
1. Sources of External Debt

o External Commercial Borrowings (ECBSs)
— major share, taken by corporates.

« NRI Deposits - FCNR, NRE, NRO
accounts.



Trade Credits - for imports.

Multilateral & Bilateral Borrowings - World Bank, IMF, ADB, other
countries.

Sovereign Borrowings - limited foreign loans by Govt.

Masala Bonds - INR bonds issued abroad.

2. Borrower Profile

e Private sector: ~80%+ (corporates, banks » ECBs, trade credit, NRI
deposits).
« Government: ~18-20% (multilateral/bilateral loans).

3. Currency Composition

 US Dollar: >50% share.
e Others: Indian Rupee, SDR, Yen, Euro.







India got 8% more monsoon rainfall this year, says IMD Monsoon Depression:

Source: The Hindu | Page 12
GS Papers: GS1 (Geography - Monsoon system), GS3 (Disaster
Management, Agriculture, Environment)

A specific type of sub-cyclonic storm.

It is stronger than a “low” but weaker than a cyclone.

Wind speed: 31-49 km/h.

Common in the Bay of Bengal during monsoon; brings heavy,
widespread rain.

Context

e India received 8% more rainfall than normal in 2025 » 5th highest
since 2001, 38th highest since 1901.

 Northwest India: +27% above seasonal average (highest since
2001).

o Central India: +15% above average.

e South Peninsula: +10% above average.

o East & Northeast India: deficit (80% of usual rainfall, 2nd lowest

since 1901).
« There were 7 monsoon depressions/sub-cyclonic storms (from
Arabian Sea & Bay of Bengal), 1 intensified into a deep depression.

Relationship between Monsoon Depression and Sub-Cyclonic Storms

Sub-Cyclonic Storms:

o A broad category used by IMD for all weather systems that are
weaker than a cyclone.
e Includes Low, Depression, and Deep Depression.



The Transformation of Girls’ Education

Source: The Hindu | Page 12 / Page 9
Girls' Education & Empowerment

Context
Over the past decade, India has seen a major transformation in girls’

education, backed by targeted campaigns, policy reforms, and public
participation. This has improved literacy, health, survival, and

empowerment indicators for women.

Key observations
Historical note:

o Earlier (Gaekwad dynasty, 1721-1947), fathers were penalised for

not educating daughters.

Policy Interventions:
« Kanya Kelavani campaign (2003, Gujarat): Tackled female illiteracy,
dropouts, and lack of toilets.

o Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (2015): Nationwide push against female

foeticide & for education of girls.



Achievements in Gujarat & India:
 Female literacy rate in Gujarat: rose from 70% (lower than national

average of 64%) to higher levels in targeted districts.

School dropout rate: reduced by up to 90% in targeted districts.
Sex ratio at birth (India): improved from 919 (2015-16) » 929 (2019-
21).

Infant Mortality Rate (girls): dropped from 49 (2014) » 33 (2020).

20 out of 30 States/UTs performing better than national average

sex ratio of 930.

Health & Demography:
o Total Fertility Rate: reduced to 2.0, below replacement level.
« More educated women - higher institutional deliveries, prenatal

care, delayed marriages.

Economic & Social Impact:

« Educated women entering STEM, entrepreneurship, healthcare,
security forces.

o Creates multiplier effect » better health & education outcomes for
next generation.




NCRB-related articles (Page 14)
1. Farmer Suicides (2023)

o Total: 10,786 farmers & agricultural
workers.

o State-wise share: Maharashtra (38.5%),
Karnataka (22.5%), Andhra Pradesh
(8.6%), Madhya Pradesh (7.2%), Tamil
Nadu (5.9%).

2. Crimes Against Children (2023)

o Total cases: 1,77,335 (+ 9.2% from 2022).

e Crime rate: 39.9 per 1,00,000 child
population (* from 36.6 in 2022).

e Major heads:

« Kidnapping/abduction: 79,884 cases
(45%).
« POCSO Act: 67,694 cases (38.2%).

o State with highest cases: Madhya
Pradesh (22,393), followed by
Maharashtra (22,390) and Uttar Pradesh
(18,852).




3. Road Accidents (2023)

o Fatalities: 1.73 lakh killed (+ 1.6% from
2022).



* ¢ 29th SEPT, 2025

Q3. India’s external debt is mostly raised through:

Ql. As per Trump’s Gaza Peace Plan, which of the following is correct?
a) Sovereign Government Borrowings

b) Non-Resident Indian (NRI) Deposits
c) External Commercial Borrowings (ECBs) and private sector loans
d) Bilateral Aid Loans

1.Israel was allowed to annex Gaza.

2.The plan called for ceasefire and release of hostages within 72
hours.

3.A “Board of Peace” headed by Donald Trump was proposed.

Options: Q4. According to NCRB 2023 report:
a)land 2 1.10,786 farmers and agricultural workers died by suicide.
b) 2 and 3 only 2.Highest cases were from Maharashtra and Karnataka.
c) 1and 3 only 3.Crimes against children were highest in Madhya Pradesh.
d)1,2and 3 Options:
Q2. Which of the following about Dugong (Sea Cow) in India is a) 1only
correct? b) 1and 2 only
1.1t is @ marine mammal. c) 2 and 3 only
2.1t is listed as Vulnerable in the IUCN Red List. d)1,2and 3

3.In India, it is found in Gulf of Mannar, Palk Bay, and Andaman &
Nicobar Islands.

Options: b
a) 1only 2.d
b) 2 and 3 only 3.c
c) 1and 3 only 4.d

d)1,2and 3



