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Headline Source

India inks £350-mn deal with U.K. to buy missiles
Source: The Hindu | Page: 1 | GS Paper: 2 – India–UK
Relations

 Israel, Hamas agree to Trump-led ceasefire deal and hostage release
Source: The Hindu | Page: 1 & 18 | GS Paper: 2 – West
Asia / International Relations

Judicial officers with seven years’ experience in Bar can become District
Judges: SC

Source: The Hindu | Page: 14 | GS Paper: 2 – Polity
(Judiciary)
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Headline Source

Retrospective age limits under surrogacy law violate reproductive
autonomy: SC

Source: The Hindu | Page: 16 | GS Paper: 2 – Polity &
Governance (Judiciary + Health Rights)

 India to launch ‘Red List’ survey to assess extinction risks to plants and
animals

Source: The Hindu | Page: 16 | GS Paper: 3 –
Environment & Biodiversity

UN to cut 25% of its global peacekeeping force in response to U.S. funding
strains

Source: The Hindu | Page: 18 | GS Paper: 2 –
International Organizations / PSIR

Who Is IAS Ashwini Bhide, Hailed as a Role Model for Mumbai Metro
Transformation by Anand Mahindra?
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India inks £350-mn deal with U.K. to buy missiles 

Key Points

Source: The Hindu | Page: 1 | GS Paper: 2 – India-UK Relations 

1. India signed a £350-mn deal with the U.K. to buy Lightweight

Multirole Missiles (LMM) for the Army.

2.Marks start of a “broader complex weapons partnership.”

3.Both agreed on £250-mn collaboration for electric engines for

naval ships.

4.64 Indian firms to invest £1.3 bn (~₹15,430 cr) in the U.K.

5.Lancaster & Surrey Universities to open campuses in India.

6.PM Modi: ties are an “important pillar of global stability.”
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Israel, Hamas agree to Trump-led ceasefire
deal and hostage release 

Key Points

Source: The Hindu | Page: 1 & 18 | GS Paper: 2
– West Asia

Israel and Hamas agreed to a Gaza ceasefire
to free remaining living hostages – seen as
a step toward ending the ongoing war.

Agreement signed in Egypt, based on
Donald Trump’s 20-point peace plan for
Gaza.

Hamas to release 20 Israeli hostages, while
Israel to free around 2,000 Palestinian
prisoners.

1. Ceasefire Deal: 

2. Location & Mediation: 

3. Hostage Exchange:  
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Hamas disarmament and weapons
surrender to be addressed in the second
phase of the peace plan.

Many issues remain unsettled — including
Hamas’s disarmament and creation of an
interim “Board of Peace” to administer
Gaza.

4. Next Steps: 

5. Unresolved Issues: 
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Judicial officers with seven years’ experience in Bar can become
District Judges: SC 

Crisp Context:

Source: The Hindu | Page: 14 | GS Paper: 2 – Polity (Judiciary)

Provides that a person not already in judicial service with at least
seven years’ practice as an advocate is eligible for appointment as a
District Judge.

Only practising advocates with seven years at the Bar were eligible
for direct recruitment as District or Additional District Judges. In-
service judicial officers could not count prior Bar experience for
eligibility.

Judicial officers who had seven years’ Bar practice before joining
service are eligible to be appointed as District or Additional
District Judges.
Their combined experience (as advocate + judicial officer) will be
considered.
Minimum age: 35 years at the time of application.

1. Article 233(2): 

2. Earlier Condition: 

3. Supreme Court Judgment (CJI B.R. Gavai Bench):
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Retrospective age limits under surrogacy law violate reproductive
autonomy: SC 

Judgment

Act Conditions:

Source: The Hindu | Page: 16 | GS Paper: 2 – Polity &
Governance (Judiciary + Health Rights)

SC ruled: Age limits under Surrogacy (Regulation) Act, 2021 can’t
apply retrospectively.
Couples who froze embryos or began surrogacy before Jan 25,
2022 remain eligible.
Court upheld reproductive autonomy as a fundamental right.

Woman: 23-50 yrs
Man: 26-55 yrs
Applicable only to heterosexual married couples.
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India to launch ‘Red List’ survey to assess extinction risks to plants
and animals 

Why in News:

About the Initiative:

Purpose:

Key Facts:

Source: The Hindu | Page: 16 | GS Paper: 3 – Environment &
Biodiversity

India launched the National Red List Assessment of Indian Flora and
Fauna — a first-of-its-kind national survey to assess extinction risks
of species.

Will assess nearly 11,000 species of plants and animals.
Aim: Publish National Red Data Books on flora and fauna by 2030.
Aligned with IUCN Red List methodology and global standards.

To provide accurate threat assessment and guide conservation
planning.
Supports India’s commitments under Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD) and Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity
Framework (KM-GBF).

Duration: Till 2030
Around 300 trained assessors to conduct the study.
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UN to cut 25% of its global peacekeeping force in response to U.S.
funding strains 

Context

Source: The Hindu | Page: 18 | GS Paper: 2 – International
Organizations / PSIR

1.Decision: UN to cut 25% of its global peacekeeping force
due to U.S. funding cuts.

2.Scale: Over 50,000 peacekeepers currently deployed across
nine global missions to be reduced.

3. Impact: Around 13,000-14,000 troops and police personnel
to be withdrawn.

4.Reason: U.S., the largest UN donor, reduced contributions
under its "America First" policy.
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Dedication to Public Service 

1. Context: 

2. Leadership Role: 

3. Recognition: 

4. Impact: 

Launch of Mumbai Metro Line 3 marks a
major leap in the city’s urban mobility
transformation.

IAS Ashwini Bhide (senior IAS officer) led
the planning and execution of Metro Line 3,
earning wide public praise.

Anand Mahindra lauded her leadership,
calling the Metro experience “cinematic”
and Bhide a true role model for effective
governance.

Her work symbolizes efficient project
management, citizen-centric governance,
and ethical public leadership.


