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Ready for talks with Pak., but options open: Muttaqi 

GS Paper: 2 – International Relations (India’s Neighborhood –
Afghanistan-Pakistan Relations)

Current Issues on the Durand Line (Afghanistan-Pakistan Border)

Source: The Hindu; Page: 1 

Why in News:

1. Border Clashes: Frequent armed skirmishes occur as both sides
accuse each other of violating the Durand Line (2,640 km border
drawn in 1893 by British India).

Pakistan considers the Durand Line as the official international
boundary.
Afghanistan (Taliban government) has never formally
recognized it, claiming it unjustly divides Pashtun tribal areas.

Afghan Defence Forces conducted strikes across the Durand
Line, killing 58 Pakistani soldiers (as per Taliban claims).
Pakistan retaliated after alleging that IS fighters sheltered in
Afghanistan carried out attacks in Pakistan and beyond.

2. Legitimacy Dispute:

3. Recent Trigger:
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4. Impact: Closure of border crossings and capture of posts on both
sides have increased regional instability and disrupted trade and
people movement.

Embassy as Foreign Territory

Legal Principle: Under the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic
Relations (1961), an embassy is not sovereign foreign territory, but it is
inviolable.

Meaning: 

* The host country’s authorities cannot enter the embassy premises
without consent. 
* However, the land legally remains part of the host country, not the
sending country.
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Email accounts of 12 lakh Central govt.
employees now run on Zoho’s platform 

GS Paper: 3 – Science & Technology

What is “Open Source”

Source: The Hindu Page: 1

All 12 lakh email accounts of Union
government employees, including those in
the PMO, have migrated from the NIC-
based system to Zoho’s indigenous
platform. Aim: Strengthen data security and
promote self-reliance in technology under
the “Digital Sovereignty” and Swadeshi
Tech initiative.

Definition: Software whose source code
is publicly available and can be modified
or redistributed freely.
Examples: Thunderbird, Mozilla Firefox,
Linux OS
Risk in context: Open-source tools used
by govt. employees could compromise
data security, as external or unverified
modifications may expose sensitive files
to cyber threats.

Why in News
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Great Nicobar revives the issue of nature’s
legal rights 

GS Paper: 3 – Environment & Ecology/ GS 4

It raises concerns over:

Supreme Court Precedent – Niyamgiri Hills
Case (2013)

Source: The Hindu (Editorial) Page: 6 

The article is written in the context of the
Government’s multi-crore development
project on Great Nicobar Island – involving a
port, power plant, township, and airport –
which will divert 13,000 hectares of pristine
forest.

Violation of tribal forest rights under the
Forest Rights Act, 2006
Destruction of ecological balance
And the need to recognize “legal rights
of nature” (granting personhood to
natural entities).

Case: Orissa Mining Corporation vs MoEF
& Ors.

Why in News
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Essence: The Gram Sabha of Dongria Kondh tribe was given the
final say on mining in sacred forests.
Significance: Strengthened community and tribal rights to protect
forests and culture under the Forest Rights Act, 2006.

The Atrato River was granted legal personhood by Colombia’s
Constitutional Court.
Recognized “biocultural rights” of indigenous communities to
protect and manage natural resources.
Serves as a model for India to frame a guardianship system giving
legal identity and protection to nature (similar to India’s Ganga-
Yamuna personhood concept).

Global Practice – Colombia’s Atrato River Case (2016):



India sends Minister to Egypt for Gaza Summit 

GS Paper: 2 – International Relations

Why in News:

India-Egypt Strategic Partnership (2023):

IMEC (India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor):

Source: The Hindu, Page 10 

India’s MoS for External Affairs Kirtivardhan Singh will attend the
Gaza Peace Summit at Sharm el-Sheikh (Egypt), co-hosted by Egypt &
the U.S., to discuss Israel-Hamas ceasefire, hostage release, and Gaza
reconstruction.

Launched during Sisi’s India visit (Jan 2023).
Focus: Defence cooperation, trade, counter-terrorism, maritime
security, and multilateral coordination.
Strengthens South-South ties and multipolar global vision.

Announced at G20 Summit 2023 (New Delhi).
Links India → Gulf → Europe via ports, rail & digital routes.
Members: India, UAE, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Israel, EU.
Aims to counter China’s BRI and enhance secure trade links.
Egypt exploring alternate alignments via Sharm el-Sheikh due to
security issues at Israel’s Haifa port.
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Natural farming gains traction in Himachal 

GS Paper: 3 – Agriculture & Environment

Why in News:

Advantages of Natural Farming:

Source: The Hindu, Page 12 

Himachal farmers are increasingly adopting chemical-free farming
under the Prakritik Kheti Khushhal Kisan Yojana (PK3Y). The State
offers MSP for natural crops like maize, wheat, and

Improves soil health and fertility
Cuts input costs, boosts profitability
Reduces chemical pollution
Makes farming climate-resilient
Produces safe, nutritious food
Supported by MSP & government incentives
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South China Sea 

GS Paper: 2 – International Relations

Why in News:

2016 PCA Ruling (Philippines vs China):

Source: The Hindu, Page 14 

Fresh tensions between China and the Philippines in the South China
Sea (Spratly Islands area) after new maritime clashes. The issue
revives focus on the 2016 international tribunal ruling that rejected
China’s sweeping claims.

1.China’s “Nine-Dash Line” has no legal basis.
2.Spratly – no EEZ rights.
3.China violated Philippine sovereignty by blocking fishing and oil

exploration.
4.Environmental damage caused by Chinese land reclamation

condemned.

Court: Permanent Court of Arbitration (The Hague)
Under: UNCLOS (UN Convention on the Law of the Sea)
Verdict:

Status: Ruling is legally binding, but China refuses to accept it.



13th  OCT, 2025


