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Retail inflation eases to 8-year low of 1.54% 

The Hindu, Page 1

Why in News:

RBI's Inflation Target:

Who Measures Retail Inflation in India:

India's retail inflation (measured by CPI) fell to an eight-year low of 1.54% in September 2025,
mainly due to falling food and fuel prices.
This is below the RBI's lower comfort band of 2%, the lowest since June 2017 (1.46%).

Under the Monetary Policy Framework Agreement (2016),
The target is 4% ± 2%.
Hence, tolerance band = 2% (lower limit) to 6% (upper limit).
The current rate (1.54%) is below the lower limit - indicating deflationary pressure or
subdued demand.

Retail inflation is measured by the Consumer Price Index (CPI).
It is released by the Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation (MoSPI).
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Gaza declaration inked as Hamas sets hostages free 

International Relations

Source: The Hindu: Page: 1 

A "Gaza Declaration" was signed by U.S. President Donald Trump
and leaders of Egypt, Qatar, and Türkiye in Sharm el-Sheikh
(Egypt).
The declaration aims to cement a ceasefire in Gaza after Israel-
Hamas exchanged hostages and prisoners, marking a step toward
ending the two-year-long Gaza conflict.
Hamas released 20 surviving Israeli hostages, while Israel freed
1,968 mostly Palestinian prisoners.

Why in News
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Arctic seals, birds in new 'Red List' of endangered species: IUCN 

GS Paper: GS-III - Environment, Biodiversity

Species Update:

Source: The Hindu, Science Page 

IUCN's updated Red List (2025) shows rising threat to Arctic seals and birds due to climate
change and human activity. Global warming in the Arctic is 4x faster than elsewhere.

Hooded Seal -> Endangered (from Vulnerable)
Bearded Seal -> Near Threatened
Harp Seal -> Near Threatened
🐦 Arctic Birds -> Threatened by logging & agricultural expansion

Why in News
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Snow leopards are the world's least genetically diverse big cat 

GS Paper: GS-III - Environment, Biodiversity, Conservation

Why in News:

12 Snow Leopard Range Countries:

IUCN Status:

What "Least Genetically Diverse" Means:

Source: The Hindu, Science Page 

A Stanford University study (published in PNAS) found that snow
leopards have the lowest genetic diversity among all big cats -
even lower than cheetahs.
The study used whole-genome sequencing of 37 snow leopards
from across their range in 12 Asian countries (including India).

Snow Leopard (Panthera uncia) -> Vulnerable (since 2017; earlier
Endangered)
Estimated global population: 4,500 - 7,500 individuals
In India: ~477 in Ladakh, 124 in Uttarakhand, 51 in Himachal
Pradesh, 37 in Arunachal Pradesh, 8 in Sikkim, 12 in Jammu &
Kashmir.

Genetic diversity = variation in DNA among individuals of a
species.
Low genetic diversity -> fewer genetic differences -> reduced
ability to adapt to environmental changes or resist diseases.

India, Nepal, Bhutan, China, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Mongolia, Russia,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan.
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Mokyr, Aghion and Howitt win Nobel economics prize 

Why in News:

Reason for Award:

Source: The Hindu, Page 13

They were awarded "for having explained innovation-driven economic growth."

Joel Mokyr, Philippe Aghion, and Peter Howitt have been awarded the 2025 Nobel Prize in
Economic Sciences.

Joel Mokyr - used historical observations to identify how technological innovations drive
sustained growth.
Philippe Aghion & Peter Howitt - developed a mathematical model of "creative destruction,"
describing how new and better products replace old ones, fueling continuous economic
progress.
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Achieving Centre's rooftop solar targets to
remain a challenge: study 

Why in News:

PM Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana (PMSGY)

The Hindu, Page 12

Launch: February 2024 
Implemented by: Ministry of New and
Renewable Energy (MNRE) 

To promote rooftop solar installations in
residential homes.
Provide up to 300 units of free
electricity/month to households.
Encourage self-reliance in clean energy
and reduce power bills.

1 crore rooftop solar systems by FY 2027
30 GW total rooftop solar capacity
addition

Key Targets:

A recent study by the Institute for Energy
Economics and Financial Analysis (IEEFA)
and JMK Research found that only 13.1% of
the target under the PM Surya Ghar: Muft
Bijli Yojana (PMSGY) has been achieved till
July 2025. Out of ₹65,700 crore allocated for
subsidies, only 14.1% has been disbursed.
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Number of births declines; deaths rise slightly: report 

Mains Enrichment

Key Data Points:

Sex Ratio at Birth (SRB):

Deaths

The Hindu, Page 12

Highest: Arunachal Pradesh - 1,085 females per 1,000 males
Lowest: Jharkhand - 899 females per 1,000 males
Other low SRB states: Bihar (900), Telangana (906), Gujarat (910)

Total registered deaths in 2023: 86.6 lakh
Slight increase from 86.5 lakh in 2022

(Report compiled by the Registrar-General of India (RGI) under the
Civil Registration System 2023)
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