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SC questions if ED is overstepping in Tamil Nadu liquor-scam probe

Source: The Hindu, Page 1 

GS Paper 2 - Polity (Federalism)

Why in News:

2022 SC Verdict - Vijay Madanlal Choudhary Case:

ECIR (Enforcement Case Information Report):

SC questioned ED's role in the TN liquor scam, asking if it encroaches upon State police
powers.
CJI B.R. Gavai raised concern on federal structure and why local police can't probe.
Case linked to TASMAC and review of 2022 SC verdict (Vijay Madanlal Choudhary vs UOI).

Upheld validity of PMLA and ED's powers.
Held ECIR is not equal to FIR; copy need not be shared with accused.
ED's internal process valid, not bound by CrPC FIR rules.
Criticism: Expanded ED powers; limited transparency & accountability.

Internal document of ED (not an FIR).
Purpose: Start money laundering probe.
Disclosure: Not mandatory to accused (as per 2022 verdict).
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61 Maoists, including top leaders, lay down arms in Maharashtra

GS Paper 3 - Internal Security (Left-Wing Extremism)

Source: The Hindu, Page 1 

61 Maoists, including senior CPI (Maoist) central committee
member Mallojula Venugopal Rao (Bhupati), surrendered before
Maharashtra Police in Bhamragad, Gadchiroli district.
Marks a major setback to Maoist insurgency in Maharashtra and
adjoining Chhattisgarh.
Surrender included top-level leaders, state and divisional
committee members; 54 weapons (including AK-47s, SLRs, INSAS
rifles) were handed over.
Police described it as the end of the "core family of the Naxal
movement."

Objective: Eliminate Left-Wing Extremism (LWE) from India by
March 2026.
Approach: "Zero tolerance policy" with focus on security,
development, and rehabilitation.

Why in News

Home Ministry's Target
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Key Actions:

SAMADHAN doctrine - Smart leadership, Aggressive strategy, Motivation, Action,
Development, Harnessing technology, and No access to financing.
Strengthening of security infrastructure and intelligence coordination.
Focus on surrender and rehabilitation policy to weaken Maoist leadership.
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How does Gaganyaan's vital crew escape system work?

GS Paper 3 - Science & Technology | Space Missions

How the CES Works:

Source: The Hindu, Page 10 

ISRO has developed and tested a cost-effective, single-stage test vehicle powered by the Vikas engine to validate the Crew Escape System
(CES) for the Gaganyaan mission.
The first successful CES test occurred in October 2023, marking a key milestone for India's first human spaceflight programme.

A safety mechanism designed to save astronauts in case of any emergency during the initial phase of Gaganyaan's flight.
The CES rapidly separates the crew module from the launch vehicle if a malfunction occurs, moving it to a safe distance.
Ensures crew safety during ascent by minimizing risk from rocket failure or explosion.

It uses powerful rocket motors to pull the crew module away from the launch vehicle.
The system provides an acceleration up to 10 times that of gravity (10 g) to move the crew safely.
After separation, the module descends using a multi-stage parachute system and lands safely in the sea.
The system also includes Integrated Vehicle Health Management (IVHM) - a network of sensors and electronics that monitor health and
activate escape if needed.

Why in News:

What is the Crew Escape System (CES)?
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Types of Crew Escape Systems:
1. Puller Type (used in Gaganyaan)

2. Pusher Type (used in SpaceX's Falcon 9)

The CES pulls the crew module away from the launch vehicle using solid-fuel rockets.
Simpler and lighter; preferred for solid-rocket-based vehicles like ISRO's HLV M3.

The module is pushed away using high-thrust liquid-fuel engines.
More complex but reusable; suited for modern reusable spacecraft.
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India to train border security force of Mongolia, says Modi
Source: The Hindu, Page 12 

Why in News:

GS Paper 2 - International Relations (India-Mongolia Relations

India announced a new capacity-building programme to train Mongolia's border security forces.
During Mongolian President Khurelsukh Ukhnaa's visit to India, PM Narendra Modi also :

Announced that holy relics of Lord Buddha's two disciples (Sariputta and Maudgalyayana) will be sent to Mongolia in 2026.
Declared free e-visas for Mongolian citizens.
Mentioned that India and Mongolia signed 10 MoUs covering immigration, humanitarian aid, cooperation, geology, mineral resources, and
yoga.
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Madagascar Army seizes power after its President is impeached 

Source: The Hindu, Page 14 

Section: African Nations | International Relations / World Affairs

Madagascar witnessed a military takeover following the
impeachment of President Rajoelina, reflecting renewed political
instability in African nations, a recurring challenge for democratic

2023
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Mains Enrichment 
The Karnataka government’s period leave policy is a strong example
of compassionate, gender-sensitive, and ethical governance,
showing how public policy can uphold human dignity and inclusivity
in workplace ethics.


