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Ahead of Bengal poll, Centre names interlocutor to address political demands
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 U.S. trade body moves court over Trump's H-1B fee hike

210 Maoists lay down arms in Chhattisgarh; Maharashtra surrender too

Source: The Hindu | Page 1

Source: The Hindu | Page 1

What changed: Trump's new rule imposes a $100,000 supplemental fee on new H-1B visa petitions filed on or after September 21, 2025.
Exemptions include: renewal petitions (for existing H-1B holders) and petitions filed before the effective date.

Why in News: The U.S. Chamber of Commerce has sued, arguing the fee violates existing law. The high cost could cripple employers' ability to
hire skilled foreign workers.

What changed (Maharashtra): On October 14, 2025, Mallojula Venugopal Rao (Bhupati) - a senior Maoist leader - surrendered with 62 cadres in

Gadchiroli, handing over weapons and ending the region's last major Naxal stronghold.

Why in News: Alongside the mass surrender of 210 Maoists in Chhattisgarh, the Maharashtra surrender is seen as a symbolic and strategic blow
to the Maoist movement across central India.
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LAB agrees to talks after Centre orders judicial probe into Sept. 24 Leh violence

 Ahead of Bengal poll, Centre names interlocutor to address political demands of Gorkhas

Source: The Hindu | Page 1

Source: The Hindu | Page 2

Context: The Leh Apex Body (LAB) and Kargil Democratic Alliance (KDA) lead movements demanding Statehood and inclusion of Ladakh in the
Sixth Schedule. Tensions rose after September 24 violence in Leh during protests over these demands.

Why in News: The LAB agreed to resume talks with the Centre after the Union Home Ministry ordered a judicial probe, headed by Justice B.S.
Chauhan (former SC judge), into the Leh violence – a key demand of the regional bodies.

Context: The Gorkha community in Darjeeling has long demanded a separate State of Gorkhaland and greater political recognition – a core
issue since the 1980s.

Why in News: The Centre appointed Pankaj Kumar Singh, former Deputy NSA, as interlocutor to hold talks with Gorkha representatives and
address their political demands, including statehood and Scheduled Tribe status, ahead of the 2026 Bengal Assembly elections.



Rotavirus vaccine effective against gastroenteritis in children: study

Source: The Hindu | Page 12 | Category: Science & Technology |
Disease: Gastroenteritis 

Why in News: A Nature Medicine study found India's Rotavac vaccine
cut gastroenteritis cases by 54% in real-world use, confirming its
success under the Universal Immunisation Programme (UIP).

Cause: Rotavirus infection via fecal-oral route (contaminated
food/water).
Affects: Infants & children under 5.
Symptoms: Watery diarrhoea, vomiting, fever, dehydration.
Deaths: $\approx$ 1.28 lakh/year in India.
Treatment: ORS, fluids, zinc; no specific drug.
Best prevention: Vaccination.

Developed by: Bharat Biotech with DBT, NIH, CDC, PATH, & Gates
Foundation.
Launched: 2016 under UIP; oral doses at 6, 10, 14 weeks (free).
Significance: 1st indigenous oral Rotavirus vaccine.

Gastroenteritis (Rotavirus):

About Rotavac:
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RBI's gold pile tops $100 bn on surging prices

Source: The Indian Express | Page 21

Why in News: India's gold reserves crossed $100 billion for the first time, according to RBI's latest foreign exchange data. The milestone was
driven by a 65% surge in global gold prices in 2025, even as RBI's gold purchases slowed. Gold now accounts for 14.7% of India's total forex
reserves, the highest share since 1996-97.

Foreign Currency Assets (FCA): Around 82–83% – includes major currencies like USD, EUR, GBP, and foreign government bonds.
Gold Reserves: Around 14.7% – physical gold held by the RBI, valued in U.S. dollars.
Special Drawing Rights (SDRs): Around 1.8% – international reserve assets created by the IMF.
Reserve Tranche Position (RTP): Around 0.5% – India's contribution and withdrawal rights with the IMF.

Reserve diversification: To reduce reliance on the U.S. dollar and diversify risk across assets.
Safe-haven asset: Gold provides stability during geopolitical tensions and economic uncertainty.
Inflation hedge: Protects reserves when currencies weaken and inflation rises.
De-dollarisation: Global move to build non-dollar reserves due to sanctions and dollar volatility.
Intrinsic value: Gold carries no default risk, retains long-term value, and is highly liquid in crises.

Key Components of India's Foreign Exchange Reserves:

Why RBI and Global Central Banks Are Buying More Gold:
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