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New H-1B visa fee won't apply for change of
status: U.S. govt. 

The Hindu | Page: 1 | GS Paper 2 - India-U.S.
Relations

Why in News U.S. govt. relaxed rules on the
new $100,000 H-1B visa fee, clarifying it
won't apply to:

Trump's 19 Sept Announcement On Sept 19,
2025, President Donald Trump announced a
$100,000 one-time fee on new H-1B
applications (to protect U.S. jobs), later
clarified it applies only to new petitions, not
to current holders or extensions.

Key Data

7.3 lakh H-1B holders in U.S. (Jan 2025) –
70% Indians.
TCS got 5,505 visas in 2025 (2nd after
Amazon – 10,044).

Change of status,
Extension of stay, or
Amendment of existing valid H-1B visas.
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Net FDI fell 159% in August:

Core Sector Update

RBI dataThe Hindu | Page 1 | Economy (Prelims & GS-3)

Eight Core Industries:Coal | Crude Oil | Natural Gas | Refinery Products | Fertilizers | Steel |
Cement | Electricity

Measured by: Office of Economic Adviser, DPIIT, Ministry of Commerce & Industry.

Net FDI into India fell 159% (Aug 2025) – outflows > inflows (2nd time this FY).
Yet, Apr-Aug 2025 FDI was 121% higher YoY.
Gross inflows: $6.05 bn 
Data: RBI

Eight core industries' growth slowed to 3% (3-month low, Sept 2025) on contraction in coal,
crude, gas, refinery, & slowdown in fertilizers.

Why in news:



22th  OCT, 2025

RBI sold $7.7 billion in August to check rupee volatilitySource: 

Why RBI Sells Dollars

The Hindu | Page: 13

RBI sold $7.7 billion (Aug 2025) to check rupee's fall and control
exchange rate volatility; no dollar purchase in July-Aug 2025.

Whom RBI Sells Dollars~To Indian commercial banks (authorized
dealers) in the interbank forex market.

To stabilize rupee value and prevent sharp depreciation.
To control inflation by curbing import cost rise.
To reduce forex market volatility and maintain confidence.

Why in news:
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India faces specialty fertilizer price jump The Hindu | Page: 13 | Category:

Specialty Fertilizers – Meaning

Examples Mentioned in the Article

Economy & Agriculture (GS Paper 3)

China suspended exports of urea and specialty fertilizers from October 15, 2025, leading to
fears of price rise in India ahead of the rabi crop season.
China's export window (May 15-Oct 15) has been closed until further notice, impacting global
and Indian fertilizer markets.
India imports     95% of its specialty fertilizers from China.

High-efficiency, customized fertilizers that supply nutrients in controlled amounts to improve
crop yield and reduce losses (used in modern precision farming).

1.TMAP – Technical Monoammonium Phosphate (phosphate-based fertilizer)
2.Urea-solution products – e.g., AdBlue (used for emission control and nitrogen

supplementation)

Why in news:

~



'CPI's fears not misplaced on PM-SHRI'

The Hindu | Page: 5 | Category:

Education | Governance

PM Schools for Rising India (PM-SHRI)

The CPI and CPI(M) differ over Kerala government's move to seek
PM-SHRI funds for its cash-strapped education sector.

Why in News

Objective:

Launch: 7th September 2022 (announced by PM Narendra Modi on
Teachers' Day, 5 Sept 2022)

Implementing Ministry:Ministry of Education (MoE) – through its
Department of School Education & Literacy.

Time Period:Five years (FY 2022-23 to 2026-27)

Coverage:

To develop over 14,500 schools across India as model schools
under the NEP 2020.
Showcase best practices in inclusive, joyful, holistic, and tech-
enabled learning.

Schools managed by Central, State, UT, or local bodies.
Each PM-SHRI school to act as a "lighthouse school" for
surrounding institutions.
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Chaman border crossing partially reopens
after Pak.-Afghan ceasefireSource: 

The Hindu | Page: 14

Locations in News (Border Crossings)

Why in NewsThe Chaman border between
Pakistan and Afghanistan was partially
reopened after a ceasefire ended violent
clashes that had shut the crossing,
stranding goods and Afghan families.

Chaman – in Balochistan province,
Pakistan
Spin Boldak – in Kandahar province,
Afghanistan
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FATF may discuss state sponsorship of terrorism; Pakistan entities in
focusThe Hindu | Page: 12

International Affairs / Security

Why in News

Financial Action Task Force

The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) meetings in Paris are
discussing state sponsorship of terrorism – focusing on Pakistan-
based entities accused of financing banned outfits like LeT and
JeM.
In June 2025, FATF condemned the Pahalgam terror attack,
linking it to terror financing networks.
FATF's latest report for the first time recognised state sponsorship
as a long-standing global terror-financing.

Established: 1989 (by the G7 Summit in Paris)
Headquarters: Paris, France
Members: 39 members (37 countries + 2 regional organizations:
European Commission & Gulf Cooperation Council)
Objective: To set global standards and promote effective
measures to combat money laundering, terror financing, and
proliferation financing.


