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Modi, Trump speak; U.S., India call accounts differ
Source: The Hindu | Page: 1 | Category: International Relations

Why in News:

ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations):

East Asia Summit (EAS)

PM Narendra Modi and U.S. President Donald Trump held a phone
conversation ahead of ASEAN and East Asia Summits in Malaysia.
Discussions covered trade issues, Russian oil imports, terrorism,
and regional peace.
U.S. claimed Modi promised to stop Russian oil imports and
discussed Pakistan; India denied discussing Pakistan.

Founded: 1967 (Bangkok Declaration)
Members: 10 (Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia,
Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam)
Headquarters: Jakarta, Indonesia
Objective: Promote political, economic, and security cooperation
in Southeast Asia; ensure regional stability and economic growth.
India's Association: India is not a member but a dialogue partner
since 1992; part of ASEAN-led forums like EAS, ARF, and ADMM+.

Established: 2005
Members: 18 (10 ASEAN + India, China, Japan, South Korea,
Australia, New Zealand, U.S., Russia)
Purpose: Platform for strategic dialogue on political, security, and
economic issues in the Indo-Pacific region.

Significance for India:
Promotes Act East Policy and Indo-Pacific engagement.
Forum for discussing terrorism, trade, maritime security,
and regional connectivity.
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Ladakh talks: MHA offers key provisions under Article 371

 Source: The Hindu | Page: 1 | Category: Polity & Governance / Internal Security

Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) held talks with Leh Apex Body (LAB) and Kargil Democratic
Alliance (KDA) on Ladakh's demand for statehood and constitutional safeguards.
MHA indicated that special provisions under Article 371 could be considered for Ladakh.
However, local groups continued to demand inclusion under the Sixth Schedule for greater
autonomy and tribal self-governance.

Applies to: Specific individual states (e.g., Nagaland, Mizoram, Sikkim, etc.)

Objective: Protect local customs, culture, and economic interests.

Nature: State-specific constitutional safeguards – administrative, political, or developmental.

Authority: Governor/State Govt given special powers.
Example: Nagaland – local laws and land ownership protected; Mizoram – safeguard for
religious/social practices.

Why in news:

Article 371 (Special Provisions for States)
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Applies to: Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Tripura.
Objective: Grant autonomy and self-governance to tribal areas.
Nature: Establishes Autonomous District Councils (ADCs) with legislative, judicial, and
financial powers.

Authority: Elected local councils make laws on land, forest, and culture.
Example: Khasi Hills ADC (Meghalaya).

Sixth Schedule (Tribal Areas – NE States)
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Come November 1, Kerala will officially be
first State 'free of extreme poverty'

Source: The Hindu | Page: 1 | GS Paper 2 –
Governance & Welfare Schemes | GS Paper 3
– Poverty Alleviation

Kerala will officially declare itself free
from extreme poverty on November 1,
2025.
The achievement comes under the
Extreme Poverty Eradication Project
(2021)
Based on NITI Aayog's 2021 study, Kerala
already had the lowest poverty rate in
India (0.7%).
Around 64,006 families were identified
as extremely poor (based on food, health,
livelihood, and shelter) and supported
with housing, land, livelihood, and
financial aid.

Why in News:



Definition of Extreme Poverty

Global Definition (World Bank):

People living on less than $3 per day (PPP).
Focuses on minimum income needed for survival – food, shelter,
clothing, basic health, and education.

No fixed "extreme poverty" definition, but national poverty lines
are based on Tendulkar (2009) or Rangarajan (2014) Committees.

Tendulkar line (2009):

₹33/day (urban), ₹27/day (rural) – basic food, clothing, housing,
fuel, education, health.

NITI Aayog's Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI):

Considers deprivation in health, education, and living standards
(aligned with UNDP's global MPI).

Indian Context:
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Govt proposes mandatory labelling of AI
content

Source: The Hindu | Page: 1 | Category:
Science & Tech / Governance

Why in News:

"Mandatory Labelling"

Key Changes:

IT Ministry plans to amend IT Rules 2021
to make AI-generated (synthetic)
content disclosure mandatory on social
media.
Move aims to curb deepfakes and
misinformation using AI-created images,
videos, or audio.

All AI-made synthetic content must carry
a clear tag saying it's AI-generated.
Label must cover at least 10% of content
area (for visuals).

1.Self-declaration: Users must disclose AI
use.

2.Platform duty: Detect & label undeclared
AI posts.

3.Applies to: Text, photo, video, audio.
4.Goal: Counter fake content, protect

privacy, build trust.
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Officers issuing content notices to be made more accountable under
amended IT Rules

Source: The Hindu | Page: 14 | Subject: Science & Technology /
Governance

The IT Ministry will amend the Information Technology (Intermediary
Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021 to make
officers issuing content notices more transparent, accountable, and
senior-level authorized. The step follows misuse of notice powers
under Rule 3(1)(d) and a Karnataka High Court directive for stronger
safeguards.

"Safe Harbour" gives legal immunity to social media intermediaries
(like X, YouTube, Meta) from user-posted content – meaning they are
not liable for what users upload, as long as they follow due diligence
under the IT Rules.

However, under Rule 3(1)(d), if the government flags content as illegal
and the platform fails to act, the platform loses this protection, and
can be legally prosecuted as if it published the content itself.

Earlier: Under Rule 3(1)(d), even junior officers could issue content
notices without explanation. Such notices were treated as takedown
orders, not warnings. Platforms automatically lost Safe Harbour, even
if the notice lacked justification. There was no rule for written
reasoning or officer accountability. This led to arbitrary and opaque
enforcement.

Why in News:

What is "Safe Harbour" under Rule 3(1)(d)
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Now (Post Amendment): Only Joint Secretary (Centre) or DIG (State)
and above can issue notices. Each notice must clearly say it's a
"warning," not an order. Officers must give a written, reasoned
justification explaining why Safe Harbour doesn't apply. A "reasoned
intimation" must accompany every notice for transparency. Officials
will be personally accountable for all actions. Effective from
November 15, 2025.
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OpenAI unveils AI-powered search browser 'Atlas' in a challenge to
Google

Source: The Hindu | Page: 15 | Category: Science & Technology

OpenAI, maker of ChatGPT, announced the launch of an AI-
powered web browser named "Atlas."
The browser integrates ChatGPT's AI to perform autonomous web
searches on behalf of users, making it a direct competitor to
Google Chrome.

Why in News:
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When a parasitic wasp saved South India's tapioca crops

Source: The Hindu | Page: 7 | GS Paper 3 – Agriculture & Environment

Scientists from ICAR-NBAIR controlled the devastating cassava mealybug attack in South
India's tapioca fields by introducing a parasitic wasp ( Anagyrus lopezi**)**, eliminating the
need for chemical pesticides.

Native to South America (Brazil-Paraguay region); introduced to India centuries ago.
Grown on 1.73 lakh ha, mainly in Tamil Nadu and Kerala (90% output).
India's yield (~35 t/ha) far exceeds the global average (10.76 t/ha).

Why in News:

Cassava/tapioca in India:
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$100-bn investment target under trade deal to be met well before 15-year goal'
Source: The Hindu | Page: 15 | Category: Economics / Geoeconomics

Founded: 1960 (via Stockholm Convention)
Members: Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, Switzerland.
Purpose: Promote free trade and economic integration among members and with other
global partners.
Nature: A parallel grouping to the European Union, focusing on trade, not political union.

Full Name: India-EFTA Trade and Economic Partnership Agreement
Signed: March 2024 | Effective: October 1, 2025
Aim: Strengthen trade, investment, and regulatory cooperation between India and EFTA
nations.
Investment Goal: $100 billion in India and 1 million direct jobs over 15 years.
Focus Sectors: Clean energy, green tech, fisheries, medical equipment, and efficiency-based
industries.
Mechanism: Establishes an EFTA Desk in India to coordinate investment, resolve trade
issues, and deepen ties.

European Free Trade Association:

Trade and Economic Partnership Agreement:


