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U.S. sanctions Russian oil majors; Indian refiners to reduce imports
Source: The Hindu, Page 1

Why in News:

Key Details:

Russia's Share in India's Oil Imports:

The U.S. has imposed sanctions on Russia's top oil companies Rosneft
and Lukoil for funding the Kremlin's war in Ukraine, leading to a 3%
rise in global oil prices.

Sanction Target: Rosneft and Lukoil – together account for over

5% of global oil output.

U.S. Aim: To curb Moscow's war revenue and pressurize its allies,

including India and China, to reduce Russian oil imports.

2022 – 13.12%
2024 – 35.47%
Till Aug 2025 – 31.88%
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Day Ahead of Rajya Sabha Bypolls in J&K, Congress and PDP Back
Ruling NC

Why in News :

Rajya Sabha Election Procedure:

Source: The Hindu, Page No. 2 | Polity

Congress and PDP have officially supported the National Conference
(NC) ahead of by-elections to four Rajya Sabha seats in Jammu &
Kashmir, where the NC is likely to win three seats and the BJP one.

1. Indirect Election: Members of the Rajya Sabha are not directly
elected by the public, but by the elected MLAs of each State/UT
Legislative Assembly. 
2. Voting System: Conducted through Proportional Representation by
means of the Single Transferable Vote (STV) and open ballot.
3. Tenure: Each member serves a 6-year term, and one-third retire
every two years.
4. Conducted By:Election Commission of India under the
Representation of the People Act, 1951.
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The UN Matters, as a Symbol of Possibility

Why in News :

2. UN @80: Changing Global Order:

3. Decline of Liberal Multilateralism:

Source: The Hindu, Page No. 10 | EditorialCategory: International
Relations – United Nations @80

The UN marks 80 years of existence, standing at a crossroads – still
relevant but in need of urgent reform to reflect 21st-century
geopolitical realities.

Summary:1. Idea & Purpose: Formed after WWII to prevent conflicts,
uphold human dignity, and promote collective peace – a monument
to cooperation, not power.

Shift from bipolar (US–USSR) to multipolar world.
Old alliances fading, new powers (India, Brazil, Germany, South
Africa) demanding greater representation.
UN structure reflects 1945 power dynamics, not today's realities.

Rise of authoritarian nationalism even within democracies.
Security Council frozen in time, legitimacy eroding.
Sovereign equality and collective security—UN's core principles—
are increasingly contested.



4. Continuing Relevance: 7. Essence: UN is not a relic but a symbol of global possibility – its
revival through reform is key to a fair, cooperative world order.

5. Key Challenges:

6. The Way Forward – Reform & Renewal:

UN remains crucial through its humanitarian & peacekeeping arms
– UNICEF, WFP, UNHCR.
Normative influence: treaties, gender equality, SDGs, and peace
dialogues.
Still provides a global platform for negotiation, legitimacy, and
deliberation.

Value Addition Box (For UPSC Mains Notes):

1) Quote:"The UN was not born as a monument to power, but as a
mechanism for peace." – Shashi Tharoor

2) Mains Keywords:Multilateralism, Collective Security, UN Reforms,
Global Governance, Legitimacy Crisis, Strategic Autonomy, Equity in
Representation.Strategic rivalries (US–China, Russia–West) weaken neutrality.

Funding crises and politicization limit UN's efficiency.
Reflects power inequality and selective interventions $\to$ trust
deficit.

Reform UN, not replace it.
Expand Security Council to reflect current global power realities.
Make it inclusive, accountable, transparent, and responsive.
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Union Govt. asks CJI to recommend a successor

Why in News :

Source: The Hindu, Page No. 40 | Polity – Appointment of Chief Justice of India

The Union Government has written to Chief Justice of India (CJI) B.R. Gavai seeking his
recommendation for his successor, as he is scheduled to retire on November 24, and Justice
Surya Kant is next in line to become the 53rd CJI as per seniority.

Procedure for Appointment of the Chief Justice of India

Article 124(2) of the Constitution: The President of India appoints the CJI.

The senior-most judge of the Supreme Court is traditionally appointed as the CJI.
This convention ensures judicial independence and continuity.

The Law Ministry seeks the recommendation of the outgoing CJI for the next appointment.
The outgoing CJI recommends the senior-most judge deemed fit to be appointed as the
next CJI.

The Prime Minister advises the President after receiving the recommendation.
The President formally appoints the recommended judge as the new CJI.

1. Constitutional Basis:

2. Convention of Seniority:

3. Memorandum of Procedure (MoP):

4. Presidential Appointment:
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The new CJI is administered the oath of office by the President of India.

5. Oath of Office:
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Modi to participate in ASEAN meet virtually, drops Malaysia
travel plan

Why in News :

Key points:

Source: The Hindu, Page No. 14 | International Relations – ASEAN

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will attend the 47th ASEAN Summit
virtually on October 26, 2025, instead of travelling to Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia, where the summit (October 26–28) will gather leaders
including U.S. President Donald Trump.

The ASEAN Summit is a meeting of the 10-nation grouping to
strengthen regional cooperation and dialogue.
Modi conveyed his best wishes to Malaysian PM Anwar Ibrahim
for hosting the summit and cited Deepavali celebrations as the
reason for not attending in person.
External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar will lead the Indian
delegation in Malaysia.
The summit was expected to provide an India–U.S. engagement
platform, amid strained ties over U.S. sanctions on India's Russian
oil imports.
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Why Cloud Seeding is Not a Solution to
Delhi's Air Pollution Crisis

Source: The Hindu, Page No. 13 |
Environment – Pollution

Summary:1. Why Delhi's Air Worsens in
Winter:

Delhi's government is exploring cloud
seeding to counter severe winter pollution,
but experts highlight that it is scientifically
unreliable, short-lived, and distracts from
long-term emission control measures
necessary to address the root causes.

After the monsoon withdrawal, dry
continental air from the northwest
dominates.
Weak winds and high-pressure systems
trap pollutants close to the ground.
Cooler air holds less moisture,
suppressing cloud formation and
preventing natural rain that could clear
the air.

Why in News:
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2. What is Cloud Seeding & How It Works:

3. Why Cloud Seeding Fails for Delhi:

4. The Real Causes of Delhi's Pollution:

5. What Can Actually Fix the Air:

It's a weather modification method that
injects silver iodide or sodium chloride
into existing clouds.
These act like ice crystals, making water
droplets freeze and fall as rain or snow.
It cannot create clouds, only enhances
rainfall if clouds already exist.

Major emitters: Vehicles, industries, power
plants, construction dust, waste burning,
and agricultural residue fires.
Worsened by unfavourable winter
meteorology – stagnant air and temperature
inversion.
Reflects weak pollution governance and lack
of effective enforcement on emission
sources.

Promote clean transport, renewable energy,
waste management, and urban design that
reduces emissions.
Implement sustainable, evidence-based
policies rather than temporary fixes.
Strengthen governance, enforcement, and
accountability in pollution control.
Long-term reform is essential for structural,
not symbolic, improvement in air quality.

Lack of clouds in Delhi's post-monsoon
dry season makes the process
ineffective.
Scientific evidence shows no consistent
success in improving rainfall.
Even when it rains, pollution drops
temporarily but returns within a day or
two.
Risk of chemical accumulation in soil
and water from repeated use.
Potential flooding hazards if rainfall
coincides with poor urban drainage.



Source: The Hindu, Page No. 6 | Environment & Agriculture

About Pokkali Paddy:

Pokkali rice is a Geographical Indication (GI)-tagged, saltwater-
tolerant rice variety grown mainly in the waterlogged coastal
regions of Kerala, especially in Ernakulam, Alappuzha, and
Thrissur districts.
It is one of the oldest known saline-resistant rice varieties in India
– cultivated for over 3,000 years.

GI-tagged Pokkali Paddy
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