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Gyan Bharatam Mission to ink pact with institutes
Source: The Hindu | Page: 12 | Category: Art & Culture

Why in News:

About the Mission

The Union Culture Ministry will sign MoUs with 20 institutes
nationwide under the Gyan Bharatam Mission for the conservation,
upkeep, and digitisation of manuscripts.

Launched by: Ministry of Culture, GoI
Announced in: Union Budget 2025-26
Type: Flagship initiative on India’s manuscript heritage

Key Objectives
Identify, digitise, preserve, and promote India’s manuscript
wealth.
Create National Digital Repository (NDR) — a digital platform to
share heritage globally.
Classify institutes as:

Cluster Centres – manage own & partner manuscript
activities.
 Independent Centres – manage individual collections.
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RBI may limit banks’ market exposure

Why in News :
Source: The Hindu | Page: 13 | Category: Economy

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has proposed limits on banks’ exposure to capital markets and
acquisition financing, capping it at 20% of their Tier-1 capital to ensure financial stability and
prevent excessive market risks.

Key Details

Aggregate capital market exposure (direct + indirect) not to exceed 40% of Tier-1 capital.
Exposure towards acquisition finance alone not to exceed 10% of Tier-1 capital.

Banks may finance up to 70% of a deal’s value, while the acquiring company must fund at
least 30%.

Aim: Ensure banks maintain prudent exposure to risky assets while supporting mergers and
acquisitions.

Tier-1 capital = Core capital of banks (equity, retained earnings, etc.) that absorbs losses.

Banks’ total direct exposure to capital markets and acquisition finance capped at 20% of
Tier-1 capital.
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Japan’s new PM commits to higher defence spend, ties with India,
Quad

Why in News :

QUAD (Quadrilateral Security Dialogue)

Objectives:

Source: The Hindu | Page: 14 | Category: India–Japan Relations

Japan’s new Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi announced that Japan
will increase defence spending to 2% of GDP by March 2026, two
years ahead of schedule.
 She also pledged stronger cooperation with India and other Quad
members to promote a Free and Open Indo-Pacific.

Members: India, Japan, United States, Australia
Established: Originally in 2007; revived in 2017
Nature: Informal strategic forum focused on maintaining a Free,
Open, and Inclusive Indo-Pacific

Ensure maritime security and freedom of navigation
Promote rule-based international order
Strengthen technological, economic, and climate cooperation
Counter China’s assertiveness in the Indo-Pacific region

Mechanism: Regular summits, joint naval exercises (e.g., Malabar
Exercise), and working groups on tech, climate, and health.

25th  OCT, 2025



Consequences of rising public debt for govt, taxpayers

Key Points

Reasons for Rising Public Debt

Consequences

Source: The Indian Express | Page: 13 | Category: Explained - Economics

Source: IMF's latest Fiscal Monitor Report
Projection: Global public debt to exceed 100% of GDP by 2029, reaching its highest level
since 1948.
Definition: Public debt = Total borrowing by government (central + state) to cover fiscal
deficit (spending > revenue).

Higher spending on defence
Climate change adaptation
AI and disruptive technologies
Welfare & social safety nets

Increased interest payments → burden on taxpayers.
Reduced fiscal space → less money for welfare and investment.
Higher borrowing costs due to rising global interest rates.
Greater vulnerability to economic shocks.
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Persistence of political parivars

Why in News :

Source: The Indian Express | Page: 13 | Category: Polity

A recent investigation by The Indian Express revealed that over 22%
of India's nearly 5,300 legislators (in Parliament, State Assemblies,
and Councils) belong to political families, showing the deep
entrenchment of dynastic politics in India.

Families with multiple legislators:

149 families have more than one member in Parliament or State
legislatures.
81 dynasts are sons or daughters of current or former legislators.

Key Data
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