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India-ASEAN ties making steady progress, says PM

Newest Member of ASEAN:

Source: The Hindu | Page Number: 1

Why in News:

PM Modi addressed the 22nd ASEAN–India Summit virtually from
New Delhi, held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
He said the India–ASEAN Comprehensive Strategic Partnership
continues to strengthen despite global uncertainties.
Announced plans to deepen cooperation in maritime security by
2026.
Described ASEAN as a “cultural partner” of India and stressed on
shared values and historical ties.

Timor-Leste (East Timor) – welcomed as the newest member (11th)
of ASEAN.
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A.P. braces for cyclone as IMD issues high alert for 23 districts

Why in News :
Source: The Hindu  Page Number: 1 Subject: Geography – Tropical Cyclones

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) issued red and orange alerts for 23 districts of

Andhra Pradesh.

The deep depression over southeast Bay of Bengal is expected to intensify into Cyclone

‘Montha’ by Monday morning.

It may further strengthen into a severe cyclonic storm by Tuesday.

Cyclone likely to cross the Andhra Pradesh coast between Machilipatnam and

Kalingapatnam, around Kakinada, by evening or night.
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Why has IUCN red-flagged the Western Ghats?

Why in News:

Summary:

Source: The Hindu Page Number: 8
Subject: Environment – Biodiversity
Conservation / Climate Change

The IUCN’s World Heritage Outlook 4
report (2024) has categorized the
Western Ghats and two national parks in
India — Assam’s Manas and West
Bengal’s Sundarbans — as sites of
“significant concern.”
Report highlights major threats to
habitats and species in South Asia due to
climate change, tourism, invasive
species, and hydropower projects.

The International Union for Conservation
of Nature (IUCN) periodically assesses
the condition of World Heritage natural
sites through its World Heritage Outlook
reports.
 The 2024 report lists Western Ghats,
Manas National Park, and Sundarbans
National Park under “significant
concern” due to degrading ecological
health.
 Out of 32 Asian sites evaluated, only four
Indian sites — Great Himalayan National
Park, Kaziranga, Keoladeo, and Nanda
Devi — were rated as “good with some
concerns.”
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Key Threats Identified (Western Ghats):

1.Climate change – altering rainfall, temperature, and habitat range
of species.

2.Tourism pressure – garbage pollution, habitat disturbance, and
wildlife conflict.

3. Invasive alien species – such as acacia and eucalyptus (introduced
in colonial times).

4.Hydropower projects and dams – e.g., River Sillanala and River
Kundah projects impacting tiger and elephant habitats.

Sundarbans mangroves are also under stress from salinity,

pollution, and over-extraction of resources, along with sea-level

rise and frequent storms.

 Despite concerns, IUCN notes some positive conservation

outcomes, with around 60% of sites showing improvement since

2014, but the Western Ghats continue to face ecological

fragmentation and biodiversity loss.

Globally, natural World Heritage sites make up less than 1% of

Earth’s surface but harbor over 20% of mapped global species

richness.
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What is the problem faced by paddy farmers of Tamil Nadu?

Why in News:

Way Forward:

About MSP & Procurement:

The Hindu; Page Number: 8
 Subject: Economy – Agriculture / Minimum Support Price (MSP)

Cauvery delta farmers in Tamil Nadu face distress due to wet

paddy harvest and procurement hurdles.

The DMK government (Oct 19) requested the Centre to relax the

moisture limit for paddy procurement from 17% to 22%.

The Union Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public

Distribution formed three central teams to review the situation.

Strengthen storage and drying facilities across delta districts.

Open temporary DPCs and ensure smooth movement of paddy

with help from Railways.

Improve coordination among farmers, procurement agencies, and

cooperatives to speed up collection and drying.

Under the decentralised procurement scheme, State governments
procure paddy and wheat on behalf of the Centre.
Farmers are paid the Minimum Support Price (MSP) fixed by the
Central Government.
The allowed moisture content is 17%, measured at DPCs, godowns,
and rice mills.
Centre can grant temporary relaxation during abnormal weather
(as requested now by Tamil Nadu).
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U.S. seeks stronger ties with Pakistan, but not at India’s expense,
says Rubio

Why in News:

Source: The Hindu | Page Number: 10

Subject: International Relations – India–U.S. Relations

U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio said Washington aims to

expand strategic ties with Pakistan, but not at the cost of its deep

and historic relationship with India.

Statement came ahead of his meeting with External Affairs

Minister S. Jaishankar in Kuala Lumpur during the ASEAN Summit.

Rubio emphasized that India and the U.S. share a mature,

pragmatic, and strategic partnership, and relations with Pakistan

will not affect that.
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Satellite for armed forces to be launched next week

Subject: Science & Technology – Space (ISRO)
Source: The Hindu | Page Number: 12

Why in News:

ISRO will launch the military communication satellite CMS–03 (GSAT–7R) on November 2

from Sriharikota.

 The satellite will be launched using the Launch Vehicle Mark–3 (LVM3) – its first launch in

over two years (last used for Chandrayaan–3 in July 2023).

CMS–03 is a multi-band heavy communication satellite (≈ 4,400 kg) meant for armed forces

communication across a wide oceanic and Indian landmass region.

 It will be the heaviest communication satellite launched to a Geosynchronous Transfer

Orbit (GTO) from Indian soil.
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Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (GTO)

A Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit is an elliptical orbit used as an intermediate path to place a
satellite into a final geosynchronous or geostationary orbit.

The satellite is first placed in this elliptical orbit and later uses its own propulsion to
circularize the orbit at the desired altitude (~36,000 km).
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Japan seeks Indian workers but people-to-people ties lag

Subject: International Relations – India–Japan Relations
Source: The Hindu | Page Number: 12

Why in News:

India–Japan Action Plan:

Japan, facing labour shortages with one-third of its population
above 65, is seeking skilled Indian workers.
 India, with 65% population under 35, aims to create global job
opportunities for its youth.
Despite strong strategic and business ties, educational and
cultural exchanges remain weak – Japan ranks 34th for Indian
students.

Plan to facilitate 5 lakh workforce exchanges in five years.
Includes movement of 50,000 skilled Indian professionals to
Japan.
Focus on training, language learning, technology cooperation,
and ease of migration.
Seeks to deepen economic and skill linkages while bridging the
people-to-people gap.
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