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SIR 2.0 to begin in 12 States, UTs, cover 51 crore voters

 Special Intensive Revision (SIR): 

 Source: The Hindu; Page No.: 1 

GS Paper: GS Paper 2 – Polity (Election Commission, Electoral
Reforms, Governance)

 Why in News 

The Election Commission (EC) has launched the second phase of
Special Intensive Revision (SIR 2.0) of voter lists across 12 States and
Union Territories, including poll-bound Tamil Nadu, West Bengal,
Kerala, and Puducherry, covering 51 crore voters. However, Assam is
excluded from this round due to its upcoming Assembly elections
and ongoing citizenship verification processes.

Special Intensive Revision is a large-scale, detailed process
undertaken by the Election Commission of India to update and verify
electoral rolls beyond the usual annual summary revision

All eligible citizens are enrolled. 
Duplicate or ineligible entries (death, migration, etc.) are
removed.
Electoral rolls remain accurate and up to date

 It ensures that: 
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W.B. workers’ unions, parties welcome
apex court order on resumption of
MGNREGS

Source: The Hindu; Page No : 3

Scheme Focus: Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme
(MGNREGS)

 Why in News 
The Supreme Court dismissed a petition
filed by the Central Government
challenging a Calcutta High Court order
that directed the implementation of
MGNREGS in West Bengal from August 1,
2025.
The Central Government had halted the
scheme in West Bengal since 2022,
citing financial irregularities.
The Supreme Court’s order is seen as a
victory for rural workers and a strong
reaffirmation that the Right to Work
cannot be denied or delayed.
The Supreme Court dismissal now
makes implementation mandatory,
reinforcing the constitutional and legal
guarantee of work under MGNREGS



The Race for Global Leadership in Science

GS Paper: GS2 / GS3 – Governance | Science & Tech | IR

Why in News :

Summary

source: The Hindu | Page No : 7

The article compares U.S. decline and China’s rise in global
scientific leadership due to contrasting approaches in funding,
policy, and R&D investment.

Over 1,000 research grants terminated (Jan 2020-Mar 2025).
Cuts: NIH -21%, NSF -65%, NCI -31%.
4,000 projects cancelled, EPA budget reduced.
Brain drain rising; 1.5 lakh fewer foreign students, $7 bn loss.

Continuous STI push via Project 211, 985 & C9 League.
China’s scientific output quadrupled since 2004.
8 of world’s top 10 universities (Nature Index, 2024) are Chinese.
27.2% of world’s top-cited papers vs U.S. 24.9% (2020-23).

1. U.S. Setback in S&T:

2. China’s Steady Rise:
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U.S.: $823.4 billion
China: $780.7 billion
Growth rate: China 8.7%, U.S. 1.7%.
China’s basic research share $\rightarrow$ 7%, projected to reach
20% (U.S. level) soon.

3. R&D Expenditure (2023):
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Is the Dogri Language Losing Resonance in India?

GS Paper: GS1 – Indian Society | Art & Culture

Why in News:

Reasons for Decline

 The Hindu | Page No : 8

Concern over the decline of Dogri language in the Jammu region,

despite its official recognition under J&K Official Languages Bill,

2020.

Surveys show sharp fall in usage and literacy, especially among

youth and urban populations.

1.Globalisation & Migration – Shift to Hindi and English for jobs and
mobility.

2.Policy Neglect – Late recognition (2003), weak institutional and
educational support.

3.Generational Gap – Young speakers show zero proficiency in
reading/writing Dogri.

4.Urban-Rural Divide – Rural: 56% speak; Urban: only 45%, 4% can
write.

5.Lack of Active Promotion – Minimal government and community
efforts for revival.
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CIC Appointments in ‘Two or Three Weeks,’ Centre Tells Top Court 

Why in News:

Source: The Hindu | Page No : 12

Topic: Central Information Commission (CIC) GS2 – Governance | Transparency & Accountability

Centre informed Supreme Court that vacancies in the Central Information Commission,
including the Chief Information Commissioner, will be filled in 2-3 weeks.
CIC currently has only 2 members out of 10 sanctioned posts.
Petitioners alleged opacity in appointments and 30,000 pending RTI cases due to delays.

Prime Minister (Chair)
Leader of Opposition (Lok Sabha)
Union Cabinet Minister (nominated by PM). 

CIC & ICs- Basics Established under: Right to Information Act, 2005 (Statutory Body).
Composition: 1 Chief + up to 10 Information Commissioners. Appointing Authority: President of
India. Selection Committee:

Tenure: 3 years or up to 65 years (whichever earlier). Reappointment: Not allowed. Salary: Same
as Election Commissioners. Function: Hears RTI appeals, ensures transparency, imposes
penalties on defaulting officials.
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Civilians Trapped in Sudan's El-Fasher as RSF 'Takes' City

Why in News:

Key Points

Source: The Hindu; Page No : 12 Places in News

Paramilitary Rapid Support Forces (RSF) claimed control of El-
Fasher, the Sudanese Army's last stronghold in western Darfur,
trapping thousands of civilians.
The UN and local groups warned of a humanitarian crisis and
media blackout as the RSF consolidates power.

Conflict: RSF vs Sudanese Army – ongoing civil war for over two
years (since April 2023).
Strategic importance: El-Fasher is the last Army-held city in
Darfur; its fall marks a turning point in the war.
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