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Cyclone Montha makes landfall; rain batters
several parts of A.P

Source: The Hindu, Page 1

Why in News:

Severe Cyclonic Storm Montha made
landfall near Kakinada in Andhra Pradesh
around 7 p.m. on Tuesday.

IMD Alerts and Parameters: The India
Meteorological Department (IMD) issues
four types of color-coded alerts depending
on the intensity and likely impact of
weather events:

These alerts are based on parameters such
as rainfall intensity (mm/day), wind speed
(km/h), storm surge levels, and expected
impact on life, property, and agriculture.

1.Green Alert: No warning; situation
normal.

2.Yellow Alert: Be updated; weather may
change.

3.Orange Alert: Be prepared; adverse
weather expected.

4.Red Alert: Take action; extremely severe
weather conditions imminent.
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IIP growth drops to 3-month low of 4% in Sept

Source: The Hindu, Page 1 Subject: Economics (Prelims)

Why in News:

What is IIP:

India's industrial growth slowed to 4% in September 2025, the lowest in three months, as per
MoSPI data, showing weak industrial activity in the first half of FY 2025-26.

Full form: Index of Industrial Production
Released by: Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI)
Base year: 2011-12
Sectors: Manufacturing, Mining, Electricity
Purpose: Measures monthly industrial growth and output trends.



Centre approves terms of 8th Central Pay Commission

Composition of the 8th Pay Commission:

Source: The Hindu, Page 10

Subject: Polity & Governance

The Commission will submit its recommendations within 18 months
from its constitution.

Why in News: The Union Cabinet has approved the Terms of
Reference (ToR) for the 8th Central Pay Commission (CPC), which will
review and recommend changes in the salaries, allowances, and
retirement benefits of around 50 lakh Central government
employees and pensioners.

Chairperson: Justice Ranjana Prakash Desai (Retd.)
Part-time Member: Prof. Pulak Ghosh (IIM Bangalore)
Member-Secretary: Pankaj Jain, Petroleum Secretary
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HAL signs pact with Russian firm for civil aircraft production

About SJ-100:

Source: The Hindu, Page 10

Subject: Economy / Science & Tech

Why in News:
 Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd. (HAL) signed an MoU with Russia's United Aircraft Corporation
(UAC) to jointly manufacture the SJ-100 civil commuter aircraft in India. The deal aims to boost
domestic aircraft production and regional connectivity under the UDAN scheme.

Type: Twin-engine, narrow-body civil aircraft.
Use: Short-haul regional flights.
Status: Over 200 already in operation by 16 global airlines.
Significance: First complete passenger aircraft to be produced in India since HAL'S AVRO
HS-748 (1961-1988).
Impact: Supports Make in India, strengthens aviation manufacturing, and creates jobs in the
sector.
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UN report finds countries' emission reductions short of goal set in Paris

Source: The Hindu, Page 12

Subject: Climate Change / Environment

Why in News: 
Ahead of COP-30 in Belem, Brazil, the United Nations released a
Synthesis Report showing that countries are on track to reduce
emissions by only 17% of 2019 levels by 2035, which is insufficient to
limit global warming to 1.5°C or even 2°C by the end of the century —
the core goal of the Paris Agreement.
The report is based on countries' updated Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs) and notes that total greenhouse gas emissions
in 2035 are projected to be 13 billion tonnes of CO₂ equivalent, about
6% below previous pledges, indicating slow progress in global
climate action.



29th  OCT, 2025

Oil Minister allays fears over Russian crude oil supplies

Source: The Hindu, Page 13

Subject: Economy / Energy

Why in News: 
After U.S. sanctions on two Russian oil firms, Petroleum Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri assured that India's crude supply remains secure
due to a diversified import base and ample global supply.

India's refining capacity will rise from 258 MT to 310 MT by 2030, with
plans to exceed 400 MT. India now imports oil from 40 countries and
exports refined products to 50 nations, strengthening its role in the
global energy market.
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China and ASEAN, hit by U.S. tariffs, sign
upgraded free trade agreement

Source: The Hindu, Page 14

Subject: International Relations / China-
ASEAN / RCEP

Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership:

Launched: Signed in November 2020,
came into force in January 2022.
Members: 15 countries – 10 ASEAN
nations + China, Japan, South Korea,
Australia, and New Zealand.
World's Largest Trading Bloc: Covers
one-third of global GDP and population.

Why in News: 
China and the ASEAN bloc signed an
upgraded version of their Free Trade
Agreement (FTA 3.0) in Kuala Lumpur. The
new deal expands cooperation in areas such
as the digital economy, green economy, and
pharmaceuticals, and aims to improve
market access and strengthen trade
liberalization between the two sides. This
comes as both China and ASEAN face U.S.
tariffs, and the agreement is seen as a step
to boost regional trade and supply chain
resilience.
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Objective: Promote free trade, investment, and regional economic
integration by reducing tariffs and non-tariff barriers.
India's Position: India withdrew from negotiations in 2019, citing
concerns over trade imbalance and protection for domestic
industries.


