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Industrial output growth slows to 4% in August 

Context: 

Index of Industrial Production (IIP)

8 Core Industries

Source: The Hindu | Page 1

Industrial growth slowed to 4% in Aug 2025 (from 4.3% in July).
Dragged by consumer durables, non-durables, manufacturing,
capital goods, infrastructure.
Mining, primary goods, electricity showed improvement.
Experts: slowdown not linked to GST reforms and tariffs.

What: Measures industrial output in mining, manufacturing,
electricity.
Released by: National Statistical Office (NSO), MoSPI.
Frequency: Monthly (6 weeks lag).
Current base year: 2011-12.
New proposed base year: 2022-23 (data from 2026-27).

Share in IIP: 40.27%.
Coal, Crude Oil, Natural Gas, Refinery Products, Fertilizers, Steel,
Cement, Electricity.
Subset of IIP, represent key backbone industries.
Released by OEA, DPIIT, Ministry of Commerce & Industry.
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Base Year Updates (Important)

IIP: 2011-12 -> 2022-23 (from 2026-27).
GDP: 2011-12 -> 2022-23 (from 2026).
CPI: 2012 -> 2024 (from 2026, based on HCES 2023-24).
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Two railway links to offer easy connectivity to Bhutan 

Context

India-Bhutan Relationship

Source: The Hindu | Page No : 12 
Topic: International Relations

India and Bhutan signed MoUs for two new railway links:

Kokrajhar-Gelephu (Assam to Bhutan)

Banarhat-Samtse (West Bengal to Bhutan)

Combined length: 89 km, cost: ₹4,033 crore.

Projects aim to improve trade, tourism, and people-to-people ties.

India is Bhutan's largest trading partner; most Bhutanese EXIM

trade passes through Indian ports.

Friendship Treaty, 1949 -> updated in 2007 to give Bhutan more
sovereignty.
Bhutan is vital for India's Himalayan security and neighborhood
first policy.

1. Historical & Strategic Ties
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India is Bhutan's largest trading partner.
₹10,000 crore pledged by India under Bhutan's 13th Five-Year Plan
(2024-29).
Hydropower cooperation: Chukha, Tala, Kurichhu, Mangdechhu,
Punatsangchhu-II.
Connectivity projects: railways, waterways (Jogighopa terminal),
highways.

Shared Buddhist heritage.
Open border -> free movement of people.

Bhutan acts as a buffer between India and China.
Cooperation ensures regional stability and counters China's
influence.

2. Economic & Development Cooperation

3. People-to-People & Cultural Linkages

4. Strategic Importance
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Suriname pledges to protect 90% of forests 

Context

Context

Source: The Hindu | Science Page

Suriname's government pledged to
permanently protect 90% of its tropical
forests.
Announcement made at Climate Week,
New York City.
This is considered one of the strongest
climate and biodiversity commitments
by an Amazonian country.

93% of Suriname is already forested.
Suriname is one of only three countries
that absorb more CO2 than they emit.
The pledge exceeds the UN's "30x30"
global target (protecting 30% of land and
oceans by 2030).
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UN "30x30 Global Target"

Part of the Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework (2022, CBD
COP15).
Goal: Protect 30% of world's land and
ocean areas by 2030.
Aim: Prevent biodiversity loss, restore
ecosystems, ensure sustainable use.
Currently, only ~17% of land and ~8% of
oceans are under protection.
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An anti-terror role that defies logic 

GS Paper 2: International Relations

Context

Summary

Source: The Hindu | Page No.: 6 | Section: Editorial 

Recently, Pakistan assumed the presidency of the UN Security
Council (UNSC) for July and became Vice-Chair of the Counter-
Terrorism Committee (CTC) of the 15-nation UN body.
This comes despite Pakistan's track record of harbouring and
sponsoring terrorist groups such as Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM), responsible for major attacks in India
(Mumbai 2008, Pulwama 2019).
The development raises questions on the UN's credibility and the
global fight against terrorism.

Evidence of Pakistan hosting terror groups and ISI providing
logistical and material support is well-established.
Yet, Pakistan has been given leadership roles in global counter-
terrorism frameworks.

1. Pakistan's Terror Links:
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Appointment reflects geopolitical compromises by major powers
for securing economic or strategic support from Pakistan.
Shows the UN's inability to act impartially and exposes its double
standards on terrorism.

Pakistan has repeatedly escaped blacklisting by FATF despite
global concerns.

India faces direct security threats from terror modules operating
out of Pakistan.
UN's move undermines India's long-standing efforts to highlight
Pakistan's role in fostering terrorism.
Limits India's ability to push for stricter accountability and global
sanctions.

2. Global Politics & UN Weakness:

Should continue exposing Pakistan's duplicity at global forums.
Deepen ties with like-minded countries to counter terrorism.
Push for reforms in global institutions to strengthen transparency
and accountability.

5. Way Forward for India:

3. Financial & Strategic Angle:

4. Implications for India:
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Mains Enrichment 
NCRB Report 2023 - Crimes Against STs & SCs

Total cases (2023): 12,960
Total cases (2022): 10,064
Increase: 28.8%
Worst-affected state: Manipur - 3,399 cases
Crimes against SCs (2023): 57,789 (vs 57,582 in 2022) -> 0.4% rise
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(a) It is a subsidiary body of the UN General Assembly.
(b) It was established in response to the 9/11 attacks. 
(c) India has never chaired the committee. 
(d) It works under the Financial Action Task Force (FATF).

(a) Chhattisgarh 
(b) Jharkhand 
(c) Odisha 
(d) Manipur

1.(b)
2.(a)
3.(a)
4.(b)
5.(d)

Q4. Pakistan's UNSC Anti-Terror Role Which of the following is true
about the UN Counter-Terrorism Committee (CTC)?

Q5. 29% Rise in Crimes Against STs According to NCRB 2023 data,
which state reported the highest number of crimes against
Scheduled Tribes?

(a) RBI 
(b) NSO, MoSPI 
(c) NITI Aayog 
(d) DPIIT

(a) Assam and West Bengal 
(b) Sikkim and Assam 
(c) Bihar and West Bengal 
(d) Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim

(a) Protect 30% of land and oceans by 2030 
(b) Reduce 30% of CO₂ emissions by 2030 
(c) Restore 30% of degraded wetlands by 2030 
(d) Increase renewable energy share to 30% by 2030

Q1. Industrial Output Growth Slows to 4% Which organisation releases
the Index of Industrial Production (IIP) in India?  

Q2. India-Bhutan: New Railway Links The recently signed India-
Bhutan railway projects connect Bhutan with which two Indian
states?

Q3. Suriname to Protect 90% Forests The "30x30 Global Target"
adopted under the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework
aims to:




