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U.S. doing a trade deal with India: Trump

Source: The Hindu Page: 1
Subject: India–U.S. Relations

Why in News:

U.S. President Donald Trump announced that Washington is “doing a trade deal” with India.
Trump emphasized his “great relationship” with Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
He reiterated his claim that he used trade diplomacy to help defuse tensions between India
and Pakistan in May.
Remarks made at the APEC CEO Summit in Gyeongju, South Korea.
Comes amid ongoing India–U.S. trade negotiations and recent strains due to U.S. tariffs on
Indian imports.
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500 Indians taking shelter in Thailand to be repatriated

Source: The Hindu Page: 1
Subject: India and its Neighbourhood

Why in News:

Around 500 Indians fled from Myanmar to Thailand after a Myanmar military crackdown on
a cybercrime hub in Myawaddy township (southeastern Myanmar).
 The cyber hub, KK Park, is notorious for cyber scams targeting victims across countries.
The Thai Prime Minister announced their repatriation after nationality verification and legal
formalities.
MEA (Randhir Jaiswal) confirmed India’s coordination with Thai authorities for safe return.
India’s External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar earlier raised concerns about Indians trapped
in scam centres in Southeast Asia.
Highlights growing cross-border cybercrime and human trafficking in the Myanmar-
Thailand region.
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Study reveals rare defence traits in Indian frogs

Source: The Hindu Page: 3

Subject: Environment – Species & Biodiversity

• Two frog species exhibiting rare defensive traits:

Scientists from the University of Delhi have documented unique
anti-predator behaviours in two Indian frog species for the first
time.
The discovery reveals rare and contrasting defence strategies
among Indian amphibians.

Why in News

1.Apatani Horned Toad (Xenophrys apatani) – a nocturnal species

from Arunachal Pradesh that shrieks loudly and bites attackers

when threatened.

2.Bicoloured Frog (Clinotarsus curtipes) – a diurnal species from the

Western Ghats (Kerala) that raises its body vertically to appear

larger and intimidate predators.

Key Findings

These are the first recorded instances of such behaviours among
India’s 419 known frog species.
Globally, around 650 out of 7,876 frog species show similar traits,
but such observations are rarely documented in Indian species.

Highlights the diversity and behavioural adaptations within
India’s amphibian fauna.

Significance
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Indian maritime sector has seen historic progress: Modi

Source: The Hindu Page: 4

Subject: GS Paper 3 – Infrastructure (Ports, Shipping & Shipbuilding)

Why in News

Located near Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, Vizhinjam is India’s first
deep-water international transhipment hub, developed by Adani
Ports under a PPP model.
 With a natural 20 m draft, it can handle ultra-large container vessels
and lies close to key global shipping lanes. The port will reduce
dependence on foreign transhipment hubs like Colombo, boost trade
efficiency, and align with Sagarmala and Maritime India Vision 2030.

Vizhinjam Deep Water Transhipment Port

PM Narendra Modi said India’s maritime sector has achieved
historic growth, with major port capacity doubling and inland
cargo movement rising by 700%.
At the Maritime Leaders’ Conclave (India Maritime Week,
Mumbai), he launched ₹2.2 lakh crore initiatives for shipping and
shipbuilding, including acquisition of 437 vessels.
Several MoUs signed for port-led industrialisation, sustainability,
and shipbuilding.
India now ranks among the best in the developing world for port
performance.
PM highlighted India’s autonomy and inclusive growth amid
global uncertainties.
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SEBI favours ‘simpler’ mutual fund rules

Source: The Hindu Page: 12

Why in News

Key Points:

SEBI proposed major reforms to simplify mutual fund rules and cut
investor costs.

Earlier, Asset Management Companies (AMCs) could charge an
extra 0.05% expense on schemes with an exit load (fee charged
when investors withdraw early).
SEBI has proposed to remove this extra cost, making mutual fund
schemes cheaper for investors.

To balance the removal of that extra expense, SEBI proposed to
increase the first two slabs of the expense ratio of open-ended
active schemes by 5 basis points (0.05%).
This maintains operational flexibility for AMCs while keeping
costs under control.

SEBI also proposed to cut brokerage fees to make investing more
affordable:
From 0.12% to 0.02% in the cash market, and
From 0.05% to 0.01% in the derivatives market.

 1. Removal of Additional Expense (0.05%) on Exit Load

 3. Reduction in Brokerage Charges

 2. Revision in Expense Ratio Slabs
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India mulls $12-bn plan to bail out debt-laden State power discoms

Source: The Hindu Page: 12

Subject: GS Paper 3 – Economy / Infrastructure (Energy Sector, Power Distribution Reforms)

Why in News

Two options proposed:

The Government of India is considering a $12-billion (₹1-trillion) bailout package for state-run
power distribution companies (discoms) facing heavy debt.
Aim: To reform chronically inefficient state power discoms, considered the weakest link in
India’s energy chain.
States must privatise or partially divest stakes in their power utilities to access federal loans
and funds.

States must also allow at least 20% of power supply by private firms and take responsibility
for part of retailer debt.
As of March 2024, state discoms’ losses = ₹7.08 trillion and debt = ₹7.42 trillion.
Private firms like Adani Power, Reliance Power, Tata Power, and Torrent Power likely to gain
stakes in restructured state companies.

1.Create new distribution firms and divest 51% equity for access to interest-free and low-
interest federal loans (for 5 years).

2.Privatise up to 26% of existing discoms for access to low-interest federal loans.
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Developing nations need 12 times more funds to fight climate crisis

Source: The Hindu Page: 6

Subject: Climate Change (GS Paper 3 – Environment)

Why in News

A UN report says developing countries will need $310–365 billion

annually by 2035 to adapt to climate change.

This is 12 times higher than current funds flowing from developed

to developing nations.

Adaptation finance to developing nations fell to $26 billion in

2023 (from $28 billion in 2022).

The COP26 (Glasgow) goal to double adaptation finance to $40

billion by 2025 is likely to be missed.

At COP29 (Baku, 2024), developing nations demanded $1.3 trillion

annually, while developed countries agreed only to $300 billion,

under the New Collective Quantified Goal (NCQG) on climate

finance.

The report warns that current finance is inadequate, with a large

share coming as debt, not grants
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According to a survey of 25 countries, Indians are least aware of AI

Source: The Hindu Page: 8

Key Data

Survey: Pew Research Center, 2025 — 25 countries, 28,333 adults.

AI Awareness (India): Only 46% heard/read about AI — lowest

among all.

Youth (18-34): Only 19% aware — second-lowest globally.

Concern Level: 19% feel more concerned than excited — among

lowest.

Trust in Regulation: 89% of Indians trust the government to

regulate AI — highest among all nations.

High awareness countries: Germany, U.S., U.K.

Low awareness: India, Kenya, Turkey.


