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23 dead after rain triggers landslides in West Bengal
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GS Paper: GS-3 (Disaster Management), GS-2 (Governance:
Regional Autonomy)

Context

« Torrential rains in Darjeeling and Mirik triggered massive
landslides.

e 23 deaths, thousands stranded; Dudiya Iron Bridge over Balasan
River collapsed.

« Road connectivity between Siliguri-Mirik-Darjeeling severely
disrupted.

Strategic Relevance: Link to the Siliguri Corridor

 Siliguri Corridor (also called Chicken's Neck) - a 22 km-wide
stretch of land connecting mainland India with its Northeastern
states.

o It lies just south of Darjeeling and Mirik, making the region
strategically critical for:



o Military logistics, trade routes, and supply chains to the
Northeast.
e Connectivity to Nepal, Bhutan, and Ba

Gorkhaland Territorial Administration (GTA)
Nature:

The GTA is a semi-autonomous administrative body created to

govern the Darjeeling and Kalimpong hill areas of West Bengal.

It replaced the earlier Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council (DGHC) in
2012.

Legal Basis:

Formed under the Gorkhaland Territorial Administration Act,
2011, passed by the West Bengal Legislative Assembly.

Powers & Structure:

« Headed by a Chief Executive and a GTA Sabha (like a local
legislative body).

« Has administrative control on subjects such as education,
health, agriculture, forests, and tourism - but not law and
order or land revenue (these remain with the state
government).









Telangana tops States in UPI transaction intensity: RBI paper

Source: The Hindu | Page: 7
Section: Data Point / UPI data analysis

Context

« The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Bulletin - September 2025
published a study titled "Impact of UPI on Cash Demand".

It analysed UPI (Unified Payments Interface) data using PhonePe
transactions as a proxy.

 Telangana recorded the highest UPI intensity (per capita volume),
followed by Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Delhi, and Maharashtra.

 The study shows how digital payments are replacing cash usage
in daily transactions.

Chart 1 - Cash Withdrawals (% of GDP):

« Shows a steady decline in cash withdrawals as a share of GDP.
« Indicates a shift from cash to digital payments, driven by rising
UPI usage for daily low-value transactions.

Chart 2 - UPI Transactions & Ticket Size:

« P2P and P2M transactions have increased sharply year after year.
 The average ticket size (value per transaction) has fallen, showing
UPI's growing role in small, everyday payments.




Why is ADR crucial for India’s courts?
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GS Paper: 2 - Polity & Governance (Judicial
Reforms, ADR)

Context:

India faces a massive judicial backlog - over
4.57 crore pending cases.To ensure speedy,
accessible, and affordable justice, the
government is focusing on Alternative
Dispute Resolution (ADR) - arbitration,
mediation, conciliation, and Lok Adalats.

Alternative Dispute ResolutionMechanism
for settling disputes outside traditional
courts, through mutual consent,
negotiation, and mediation.

Forms:

1.Arbitration - neutral third-party decision
binding on both sides.

2.Mediation - facilitated negotiation to
reach mutual settlement.

3.Conciliation - informal process to bridge
communication.

4.Lok Adalats - community-based justice
system with binding awards.



Legal Framework:

o Section 89, CPC 1908 - legalises ADR.

« Arbitration & Conciliation Act 1996
(Amended 2021) - max 180 days for
resolution.

o Legal Services Authorities Act 1987 -
governs Lok Adalats (decisions final, no

appeal).

Why ADR Matters:

e Cuts pendency and court burden.

« Ensures quick, low-cost justice.

« Promotes social harmony - aligns with
Panch Parmeshwar ethos.

« Former CJI Chandrachud: Mediation is a
tool for social change.

« Essential amid vacancies and uneven
state performance.




Drug makers must comply with revised norms: govt.
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Category: Chemicals in News / Health Regulation

Context

« The Union Health Ministry has ordered strict compliance with
revised Schedule M norms for drug manufacturing.

« Non-compliant pharmaceutical units will have their licenses
cancelled.

« The move follows deaths of children in Rajasthan and Madhya
Pradesh linked to a toxic cough syrup (Coldrif) contaminated
with Diethylene Glycol (DEG).

Diethylene Glycol (DEG):

« A toxic industrial solvent sometimes mistakenly or illegally used
in place of glycerin or propylene glycol in syrups.
« Highly poisonous, especially to children.
Toxic effects:
« Kidney failure, liver damage, neurological symptoms, and
metabolic acidosis.



Russian drones, missiles and guided bombs
strike Ukraine, killing five
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Context

Russia launched a large-scale nighttime
assault using drones, missiles, and guided
bombs on nine regions of Ukraine, killing
five civilians and severely damaging
infrastructure in Lviv and Zaporizhzhia.

Important Locations:

1. Lviv:

1.A historic western Ukrainian city, near
the Polish border.

2.Known for its cultural heritage and had
been relatively safe earlier in the war.

3.Acts as a logistics and humanitarian hub
for Western aid entering Ukraine.



2. Zaporizhzhia:

1.Located in southern Ukraine, on the Dnieper River.

2.Site of Europe’s largest nuclear power plant (Zaporizhzhia NPP)-
under Russian control.

3.A frequent target due to its strategic industrial and energy signi










