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Trade deal is a launchpad for growth, says British PM

GS-2: International Relations GS-3: Economy - Foreign Trade
Agreement

Context: 

Source: The Hindu, Page 1 

Why in News:

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer is on a two-day visit to India,

his first since assuming office.

The visit focuses on advancing implementation of the India-U.K.

Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA), which

was signed on 24 July 2025.

Both leaders will review progress under "Vision 2035", a

structured roadmap for strengthening the India-U.K.

Comprehensive Strategic Partnership across multiple sectors.
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India-U.K. Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA)

Vision 2035

Signed: 24 July 2025 
Objective: Boost bilateral trade, investment & tech cooperation by
reducing tariffs and easing market access.

Coverage: Goods, services, investment, digital trade, IPR, and
sustainable development. Significance: Largest U.K. trade deal post-
Brexit; major boost to India's global trade network.

10-year roadmap for the India-U.K. Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership.
Aim: Align long-term economic and strategic goals through
structured, sustained cooperation.
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India to boost solar pumps scheme in Africa, island nations

International Relations & Renewable Energy

Source: The Hindu, Page 12 

India plans to showcase the PM-KUSUM and PM Surya Ghar
schemes to African and island nations through the International
Solar Alliance (ISA) platform.
The move aims to help countries with energy and connectivity
challenges and project India as a leader in renewable energy.

Why in News

PM-KUSUM (Pradhan Mantri Kisan Urja Suraksha evam Utthaan
Mahabhiyan)

Launched: Mar 2019 | Budget: ₹34,422 cr
Implementing Ministry: Ministry of New and Renewable Energy
(MNRE)
Objective: Promote solar energy in agriculture, reduce diesel use,
and raise farmer income.
Components:

Target: 348 GW by Mar 2026

A. Decentralised solar plants 
B. Standalone pumps 
C. Solarisation of existing pumps



Status (Sept 2025): 70% standalone pumps, 6% decentralised
plants, 16-25% grid-connected pumps installed.
Significance: Strengthens clean-energy infrastructure in
agriculture; supports India's net-zero pathway.

Launched: 29 Feb 2024 | Budget: ₹75,021 cr
Implementing Ministry: Ministry of New and Renewable Energy
(MNRE)
Objective: Promote rooftop solar for energy self-reliance and
lower household bills.
Target: 300 units of free power/month for 1 crore homes.
Implementation: MNRE with up to 40% subsidy for rooftop
systems (≤ 3 KW).
Significance: Expands decentralised renewable capacity;
advances India's net-zero commitment.

PM Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana
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Draft labour policy unites social security schemes

GS Paper: GS-3 - Economy (Labour Reforms, Inclusive Growth) 

Special Provisions:

Source: The Hindu, Page 12 

Why in News

The Labour Ministry released the Draft National Labour &
Employment Policy - Shram Shakti Niti, 2025 for consultation to
unify social security schemes and modernise India's labour
ecosystem.

(2025-27) Setup & integration
(2027-30) Universal rollout & facilitation cells
(Post-2030) Paperless, analytics-based governance

1. Universal Social Security: Portable accounts for all workers by
2030, integrating EPFO, ESIC, PM-JAY, e-SHRAM, and State boards.

2. Women's Participation: Raise female LFPR to 35% by 2030 via
gender-sensitive, flexible work norms.s.

3. Digital MSME Compliance: Single-window system, self-
certification, simplified returns.

4. Phased Plan:

5. Green & Tech Jobs: Promote green employment, AI-enabled
safety, and just transition.

6. Accountability: Real-time dashboards, Labour Policy Index, and
annual national report.

11th  OCT, 2025



Scientists win Chemistry Nobel Prize for bridging metals and organics

Science & Technology

Why in News:

Metal-Organic Frameworks (MOFs):

Utility / Applications:

Source: The Hindu | Page: 14 

The 2025 Nobel Prize in Chemistry was awarded to Richard Robson (Australia), Susumu
Kitagawa (Japan), and Omar Yaghi (Jordanian-American) for discovering and creating Metal-
Organic Frameworks (MOFs) - a new class of materials that connect metals with organic
molecules.

Definition: Tiny, sponge-like materials made by linking metal ions with organic molecules,
forming porous crystal structures.
Properties: Extremely light, porous, and flexible, capable of trapping and releasing gases or
liquids.

1.Water purification - removes PFAS and pharmaceutical residues.

2.Carbon capture - absorbs CO₂ from air and industries.

3.Water harvesting - draws water vapour from dry air.

4.Gas storage - stores hydrogen or methane for clean energy.

5.Catalysis & sensors - used in chemical reactions and environmental monitoring.
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Cong. targets Centre over U.S.-Pakistan military deal

About the Missile & Deal:

Why in News:

Source: The Hindu, Page 12

The U.S. approved a global arms contract involving Raytheon-made air-to-air missiles, with
Pakistan among 30+ recipient countries.

Missile: AIM-120 AMRAAM (Advanced Medium-Range Air-to-Air Missile) - made by Raytheon,

used on F-16, F-15, and similar aircraft.

Contract value: Around US $2.5 billion (latest $41.6 million modification).

Countries included (major): UK, Germany, Australia, Japan, Saudi Arabia, Israel, Korea, Italy,

Norway, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, and Pakistan (among 30).

Delivery deadline: May 2030.
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