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India, U.S. sign pact to boost defence ties 

The Hindu, Page 1
Subject: India-U.S. Relations — GS Paper 2 (International Relations)

Why in News:

Key Aspects of the 10-year Roadmap:

India and the U.S. unveiled a 10-year defence framework during the
12th ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting-Plus (ADMM-Plus) in Kuala
Lumpur, marking a new phase in strategic cooperation to advance
peace, security, and stability in the Indo-Pacific.

Strategic Defence Collaboration: Institutionalises long-term
cooperation rather than short-term deals.
Defence Trade & Co-production: Expands joint manufacturing,
technology transfer, and industrial collaboration under “Make in
India”.
Joint Exercises & Interoperability: Deepens operational
coordination across land, air, sea, space, and cyber domains.
Technology & Innovation: Focus on AI, unmanned systems,
autonomous platforms, and space technologies.
Regulatory Alignment: Review of export control laws and move
towards a Reciprocal Defence Procurement (RDP) agreement for
smoother equipment exchange.
Indo-Pacific Stability: Strengthens a rules-based, free, and open
Indo-Pacific — central to both nations’ strategic goals.
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Investigating agencies cannot force lawyers
to reveal client info, says SC

The Hindu, Page 1
Subject: Judiciary — GS Paper 2

Why in News:

Key Points:

The Supreme Court held that investigating
agencies cannot compel lawyers to disclose
any confidential communication with
clients, terming it a violation of
constitutional rights and professional
ethics.

Section 132, Bharatiya Sakshya
Adhiniyam (2023): Protects lawyer-client
privilege — advocates cannot be forced
to reveal information shared in
confidence by their clients. Exceptions:

Article 19(1)(g): Protects lawyers’ freedom to
practise profession independently. Article
20(3): Guards against self-incrimination of
the accused through coerced disclosures.

1.When the client consents to disclosure.
2.When the communication is made in

furtherance of an illegal purpose.
3.When the advocate becomes aware of a

crime or fraud committed as a result of
such communication.



Sikh pilgrims get visa to travel to Pakistan as Centre revokes ban

The Hindu, Page 1 & 8
Subject: Art & Culture | India-Pakistan Relations — GS2

Why in News:

Kartarpur Corridor:

India allowed 2,100 Sikh pilgrims to visit shrines in Pakistan,
including Nankana Sahib, for Guru Nanak’s birth anniversary, after
revoking a temporary ban. The Kartarpur Sahib Corridor remains
closed due to security concerns.

Located in Punjab, Pakistan; birthplace of Guru Nanak Dev Ji.
Home to Gurdwara Janam Asthan, a major Sikh pilgrimage site.
Central to Guru Nanak Jayanti celebrations and cultural exchange.

Connects Dera Baba Nanak (India) to Gurdwara Darbar Sahib
(Pakistan).
Opened in 2019 for visa-free pilgrimage.
Currently suspended by MHA citing security reasons in Pakistan.
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Indian Railways to patronise ‘Aabhar’ online store in a bid to
encourage local artisans

The Hindu, Page 8

Why in News:

Key points:

Indian Railways will promote the ‘Aabhar’ online store to
encourage local artisans, tribal craftspersons, and handloom
weavers by purchasing official gifts and hampers from the
platform.

Platform: ‘Aabhar’ is hosted on the Government e-Marketplace
(GeM).
Purpose: To promote ‘Vocal for Local’ and support indigenous, GI-
tagged, and ODOP (One District One Product) items.
Sources: Products will be procured from CCIE (Central Cottage
Industries Emporium), KVIC, and State Handicraft & Handloom
Emporiums.
Goal: To ensure social inclusion, promote India’s rich heritage, and
provide market access to rural artisans and women-led
enterprises.
Linked Initiative: Complements the ‘One Station One Product
(OSOP)’ scheme of Railways that showcases local crafts at railway
stations.
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Navy monitors every Chinese ship entering Indian Ocean Region’ 

The Hindu, Page 10

Why in News:

 The Indian Navy is maintaining round-the-clock surveillance on all Chinese vessels, including
naval and research ships like the tracking vessel Yuan Wang-5, entering the Indian Ocean
Region (IOR).

Vice-Admiral Sanjay Vatsayan stated that the Navy is fully alert and operationally prepared,
closely tracking when such vessels enter, operate, and exit Indian waters. At any time, 40-50
foreign ships, many of them Chinese, operate in the IOR.
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New IIP unit to play a vital role, says Goyal

The Hindu, Page 10

Why in News:

 The Indian Institute of Packaging (IIP), an autonomous body under the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry (MoCI), inaugurated its new Bengaluru centre to boost innovation in packaging
education, research, testing, and certification.

The facility will integrate AI-enabled testing, data analytics, and smart packaging
demonstrations, promoting skill development and industry collaboration in next-generation
packaging.

A dedicated food packaging line has been set up to provide hands-on training, live
demonstrations, and skill development, making the centre a key hub for technology transfer
and industrial testing.



‘H1 fiscal deficit stands at 36.5% of full-year goal’

The Hindu, Page 11

Subject: Economy — Prelims (Fiscal Policy)

Why in News
As per CGA data, India’s fiscal deficit reached 36.5% of the FY26 target by end-September,
amounting to ₹5.73 lakh crore. The government aims to keep the deficit at 4.4% of GDP for
FY26. A 40% rise in capital expenditure led to higher spending, widening the deficit from ₹4.7
lakh crore last year to ₹5.7 lakh crore this year.
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After 3-month outflows, FPIs net buy
₹14,610-cr equities

The Hindu, Page 11

Subject: Economy — Prelims (External Sector)

Why in News

What is FPI:

After three months of selling, Foreign
Portfolio Investors (FPIs) made a net equity
purchase of ₹14,610 crore in October 2025,
the strongest inflow since July. FPIs also
invested ₹3,507 crore in debt securities,
reflecting improved market sentiment.

Investment by foreign entities in Indian
financial assets like stocks, bonds, and
mutual funds without management control.

Short-term, volatile capital flow.
Regulated by SEBI.
Unlike FDI, it doesn't involve ownership
or control of companies.
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Opposition says poll protests in Tanzania left ‘hundreds dead’

The Hindu, Page 12

Subject: Places in News — International Affairs

Why in News

Towns in News:

Around 700 people were reportedly killed during post-election
protests in Tanzania, following violent clashes between protesters
and security forces amid an Internet blackout.

1.Dar es Salaam — Tanzania’s largest city and main commercial
hub, where about 350 deaths were reported.

2.Mwanza — Another major city, where over 200 deaths occurred
during the unrest.
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Xi takes centre stage at APEC meet, promises
to defend global free trade

Subject: International Organizations in news

The Hindu, Page 12

Why in News

APEC (Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation):

At the APEC Summit in Gyeongju, South
Korea, Chinese President Xi Jinping vowed
that China would defend global free trade,
maintain supply chain stability, and remain
open for investment, as the U.S. President
skipped the event, allowing China to take a
prominent leadership role in regional
economic affairs.

Established: 1989
Headquarters: Singapore
Members: 21 Pacific Rim economies —
including China, U.S., Japan, South Korea,
Australia, Russia, Indonesia, etc.
India: Not a member of APEC (observer
status)
Objective: To promote free and open
trade and investment, regional economic
integration, and sustainable
development in the Asia-Pacific region.
Significance: Represents around 40% of
the world’s population and accounts for
over half of global trade.


