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Indian women script history, clinch maiden
World Cup title

The Hindu;Page No.: 1 Sports

The India women's cricket team won their
first-ever Women's ODI World Cup (13th
edition-4th in India) by defeating South
Africa women's cricket team by 52 runs in
the final.

Women of the Match in the Final: Shafali
Verma (India)
Women of the Tournament: Deepti
Sharma (India)

Why in News:

Key Points
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ISRO launches GSAT-7R, India's heaviest
communication satellite

The Hindu; Page No.: 1

ISRO successfully launched GSAT-7R
(CMS-03) — India's heaviest
communication satellite (     $4,400 kg) —
from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre,
Sriharikota.
The satellite is specifically designed for
the Indian Navy, marking a
major advancement in defence
communication capability.

1. Launch Vehicle & Mission: Launched
aboard LVM3-M5, ISRO's most powerful
operational rocket.
2. Orbit Details: Successfully inserted into a
Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (GTO); will
later shift to geostationary orbit using
onboard propulsion.

≈

Category: Science & Technology

Why in News

Key Points of the Mission 
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3. Indigenous Design: Fully designed and developed in India with advanced indigenous components and payloads.
4. Payload & Capability: Equipped with multi-band transponders supporting voice, data, and video links for secure, high-speed communication.
5. Coverage: Provides seamless connectivity between Navy's ships, submarines, aircraft, and Maritime Operations Centres across the IOR.
6. Strategic Role: Enhances India's network-centric warfare, space- based communication resilience, and maritime situational awareness.
7. Successor Role: Serves as an upgraded replacement for earlier naval communication satellites (like GSAT-7 “Rukmini”).
8. Symbol of Self-Reliance: Highlights India's growing indigenous space capabilities and self-reliance in defence-space assets.
.
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Engage the Taliban, Don't Recognise Them

Author: Stanly Johny Theme: India-Afghanistan Relations
 Source: The Hindu; Page No.: 6

Summary

India's Three Objectives

Regional Context

The article argues that India should engage with the Taliban regime
in Afghanistan but refrain from formally recognising it. The Taliban's
return has reshaped regional politics, particularly deepening rifts
between Pakistan and Afghanistan, as both accuse each other of
cross-border terrorism.

1.The Taliban appears more united than in the 1990s, while no major
regional power (India, China, Russia, or Iran) wants to support
anti-Taliban resistance groups.

To meet these aims, New Delhi has adopted a policy of conditional
and gradual engagement, including reopening its embassy in Kabul
and diplomatic talks with Taliban officials.

1.Protect its investments in Afghanistan and preserve the goodwill
earned during previous governments.

2.Prevent Afghan soil from being used by anti-India terrorist groups
such as Lashkar-e-Taiba and Jaish-e-Mohammed.

3.Ensure the Taliban does not become an instrument of Pakistan's
military establishment.
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2. China and Russia are engaing with the Taliban regime, while
Pakistan's ties with Kabul have soured due to border clashes and TTP
attacks.
3. This situation presents India a limited but crucial diplomatic
opening to engage the Taliban cautiously.

Recognising the Taliban now could:

The Taliban's social order suppresses women's rights and freedoms,
and its economy remains fragile, heavily reliant on humanitarian aid.

1. Imply acceptance of an ideologically rigid, non-inclusive regime.
2. . Create long-term strategic dependence that undermines India's

moral and democratic credibility.

1.Maintain measured engagement — humanitarian, economic, and
diplomatic — without granting formal legitimacy.

   2. Use regional and multilateral channels to encourage moderation
and ensure that Afghan soil is not used for terrorism 
   3. Exploit the Taliban's need for economic assistance as leverage to
protect Indian interests. 
4. Continue coordination with Iran, Russia, and Central Asian states
to contain instability and promote regional balance.

Risks of Recognition

Recommended Strategy for India



Tri-services exercise Trishul begins today, to strengthen joint combat
preparedness

The Hindu: Page No.: 12 Defence News

Why in News:

The tri-services exercise 'Trishul' (2025) has commenced, led by the
Indian Navy in coordination with the Indian Army and Indian Air
Force, to strengthen joint combat preparedness and interoperability.

The 12-day large-scale exercise is being held across the creek and
desert sectors of Rajasthan and Gujarat, extending into the northern
Arabian Sea.
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ICMR seeks partners to develop antibody against Nipah virus

Source: The Hindu Page No.: 12 Science & Technology

Why in News

Role of Monoclonal Antibodies

Nipah Virus (NiV)

ICMR has invited partners to co-develop monoclonal antibodies (mAbs) against the Nipah virus
(NiV) to build indigenous biomedical countermeasures and ensure ready stock for outbreak
response in India

Only feasible treatment option as no licensed vaccine exists.
Reduce viral load, limit disease progression, and prevent fatalities when given early.

Zoonotic virus from fruit bats (Pteropus).
Transmitted from animals or humans via fluids.
Detected in India since 2001; high fatality (40–75%).
Causes fever, respiratory distress, and encephalitis.
Poses major public health threat due to lack of cure or vaccine.
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Experts join hands for Ramsar site tag
for wetlands in Assam sanctuary

Source: The Hindu: Page No.: 12 Environment

Why in News

Role of Monoclonal Antibodies

Nipah Virus (NiV)

ICMR has invited partners to co-develop
monoclonal antibodies (mAbs) against the
Nipah virus (NiV) to build indigenous
biomedical countermeasures and ensure
ready stock for outbreak response in India.

Only feasible treatment option as no
licensed vaccine exists.
Reduce viral load, limit disease
progression, and prevent fatalities when
given early.

Zoonotic virus from fruit bats (Pteropus).
Transmitted from animals or humans via
fluids.
Detected in India since 2001; high fatality
(40–75%).
Causes fever, respiratory distress, and
encephalitis.
Poses major public health threat due to
lack of cure or vaccine.
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Trump warns Nigeria of aid cut and military action over 'persecution' of Christians

The Hindu; Page No.: 14 Category: Countries / Places in News

Why in News

Nigeria

The U.S. President Donald Trump warned that the U.S. may cut aid or take military action
against Nigeria if the country fails to stop what he called the persecution and killings of
Christians by Islamist groups.

Most populous country in Africa (~220 million people).
Largest economy in Africa (diversified–oil, agriculture, telecom, and services).
Plays a leading role in the African Union (AU), ECOWAS (Economic Community of West
African States), and regional peacekeeping.

Top crude oil producer in Africa, member of OPEC.
Supplies about 5-8% of India's total crude oil imports (especially light, sweet crude).
India is one of Nigeria's largest trading partners; bilateral trade exceeds $12 billion annually.

1. Geopolitical Significance

2. Energy Importance
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Russia's 'Doomsday' Submarine Unveiled

Canada-Philippines Defence Pact

Russia launched nuclear submarine Khabarovsk armed with Poseidon
nuclear drone — a "doomsday missile" capable of wiping out coastal
nations.
Marks major boost in Russia's underwater nuclear deterrence and
strategic modernization.

Canada and the Philippines signed a defence pact to boost joint
combat drills and expand security cooperation.
Aimed at deterring China's assertiveness in the South China Sea and
strengthening Indo-Pacific security ties.


