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Key Constitutional Provisions:

Contempt of Courts Act, 1971 – Key Provisions:

Initiation of Contempt Proceedings:

Major Supreme Court Judgments Mentioned:

Article 19(2): Freedom of speech and expression may be restricted on grounds including contempt of court.
Article 129: The Supreme Court of India is a "Court of Record", with power to punish for contempt.
Article 215: Each High Court of a State is a "Court of Record", with similar powers of contempt.

Can be initiated suo motu by the Supreme Court or High Court.
May also be initiated by a third party with prior consent of the Attorney General (AG) or Advocate General (for High Court cases).

1. Ashwini Kumar Ghosh vs. Arabinda Bose (1952): Held that contempt jurisdiction should be exercised with caution and only in cases of
clear violation.

2. Anil Ratan Sarkar vs. Hirak Ghosh (2002): Reiterated that contempt powers must be used sparingly.

3. M.V. Jayarajan vs. High Court of Kerala (2015): Using abusive language against a High Court amounted to criminal contempt for
undermining judicial authority and disrupting administration of justice.

1.Section 2(b) – Civil Contempt: Wilful disobedience to any judgment, decree, direction, order, writ, or other
process of a court, or breach of an undertaking given to a court.

2.Section 2(c) – Criminal Contempt: Publication (written/oral/visible) that – (i) Scandalises or lowers the
authority of any court, or (ii) Prejudices or interferes (or tends to interfere) with the due course of any judicial
proceeding, or (iii) Interferes with or obstructs the administration of justice in any manner.
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4. Shanmugam @ Lakshminarayanan vs. High Court of Madras (2025): Reaffirmed that the purpose of contempt is to ensure
administration of justice, not to stifle criticism.

Fair criticism of the judiciary is permissible.
Contempt arises only when such criticism obstructs justice or undermines judicial authority.
Balance between freedom of speech (Article 19) and judicial independence is crucial for constitutional morality.

Takeaway:
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Source: The Hindu, Page 1 Category: Personalities in News

Source: The Hindu, Page 1 Category: Personalities in News

Zorhan Mamdani made history by becoming New York City's first Muslim and South Asian-
origin Mayor-elect, and its youngest since 1917.

New York gets its first Mayor-elect of South Asian origin

Why in News:



Centre’s governance guidelines for AI call for trust and safety

Why in News:

Key Facts:

Source: The Hindu, Page 1 Category: Science & Technology / Governance (GS Paper 2 & 3)

The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) released the India AI
Governance Guidelines, outlining a hands-off approach to regulating Artificial Intelligence
while ensuring trust and safety.

Drafted by a panel formed in July, headed by Balaraman Ravindran, IIT-Madras.
The guidelines aim to make India a global role model for AI governance.
Emphasises seven guiding principles for AI:

1.Trust

2.People-centricity

3.Responsible innovation

4.Equity

5.Accountability

6.Understandability of LLMs (Large Language Models)

7.Safety, resilience, and sustainability.
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Key Economic Concepts Explained

Price-to-Earnings (P/E) Ratio:

Corporate Earnings Growth:

Foreign investors have sold ₹1.5 lakh crore worth of Indian stocks as
of November 4, 2025, marking the largest FPI sell-off in nearly 20
years. Experts attribute this to tepid corporate earnings, high
valuations, and slowing economic momentum, reducing investor
confidence in India’s equity markets.

It measures how much investors are willing to pay per rupee of a
company’s earnings.
Formula: P/E Ratio = Market Price per Share ÷ Earnings per Share
(EPS)
In this article: Indian stocks are trading 22 times their earnings,
showing they're relatively expensive, which discourages new
foreign investments.

Refers to the rate at which companies' profits are increasing.
India’s corporate profits have been flat over the last few quarters.
Experts say for renewed Foreign Portfolio Investment (FPI) inflow,
either:

Corporate earnings must grow 15-20% annually, or Market
valuations must fall.
Current profit growth forecast: only 10-11% over the next two
years, which is not attractive to foreign investors.
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Why in News:

Key Points:

In the QS Asia University Rankings 2026, China has overtaken India as the most represented
country, marking a decline in India’s relative standing in higher education.

China: 394 universities (added 259)
India: 294 universities (added 132)
Total ranked: 1,526; new entries: 557
Top Indian institute: IIT Delhi – Rank 59 (down from 44 in 2025)
Other Indian institutes in top 100: IISc, IIT Madras, IIT Bombay, IIT Kharagpur, IIT Kanpur,
Delhi University
Top 10 dominated by: Hong Kong, Singapore, and China


