
The Hindu & The Indian express

Headline Source

Centre says right to vote not same as freedom of voting
The Hindu, Page 1 – Polity / Constitution (Right to Vote &
Freedom of Expression)

Two Census mobile applications, test portal for self-enumeration
launched

The Hindu, Page 1 – Governance / Digital Census / Data
Collection

India to question citizens who worked in Myanmar's cyberscam
compounds

The Hindu, Page 1 – International Relations / Internal
Security

Kolkata's Jadavpur University introduces month-long course on country's
plurality

The Hindu, Page 4 – Education / Society 
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Headline Source

Allahabad HC orders Dalit women to return ₹4.5-lakh compensation for
retracting complaint

The Hindu, Page 6 – Judiciary / SC-ST Act / Social Justice

Redraw welfare architecture, place a UBI in the centre
The Hindu, Editorial Page – Economy / Welfare Policy /
Inequality

Large bank shareholders' voting cap said to remain
The Hindu, Page 17 – Economy / Banking Regulation / RBI
Policy

Trump's nuclear test threat risks upending global test ban regime
The Hindu, Page 18 – International Relations / Security /
Treaties (PTBT, CTBT)

Lack of skilled support adding to rising maternal deaths in Afghanistan
The Hindu, Science Page – Health / Women & Child Welfare
/ Human Rights
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Petition

Government's Reply

Challenged Section 53(2), RPA 1951 and
Rule 11 with Forms 21 & 21B, Conduct of
Election Rules 1961.
Claimed that when only one candidate is
declared elected without polling, voters
lose their right to express dissent
through NOTA.
Said this violates Article 19(1)(a) —
freedom of speech and expression.

Right to vote $\rightarrow$ Statutory
right under Section 62, RPA 1951.
Freedom of voting $\rightarrow$ Part of
freedom of expression under Article 19(1)
(a).

If no poll (uncontested election),
freedom of voting doesn't apply.

Right to vote $\rightarrow$ not
fundamental.
Casting a vote $\rightarrow$ exercise of
freedom of expression.

1. Right to Vote $\neq$ Freedom of Voting 

2. Freedom of voting arises only when a poll
is held.

3. Quoted PUCL vs Union of India (2003):
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Mains Enrchiment
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What is UBI

Why Needed

Arguments for UBI in India

Funding & Way Forward

Universal Basic Income (UBI) — a periodic, unconditional cash
transfer to every citizen — ensures basic income security and aims to
replace inefficient welfare schemes.

India's welfare system is fragmented, slow, and exclusionary. UBI
offers a direct, transparent income floor, cutting bureaucratic
leakages and ensuring universal coverage.

1. Inequality: India's top 1% hold 40% of wealth. UBI can reduce
disparity and provide economic stability neglected by current
welfare delivery.

2.AI Impact: With AI and automation threatening jobs, UBI can
cushion income loss and support retraining and transition.

3.Philosophical Basis: UBI upholds dignity, autonomy, and equal
citizenship, shifting welfare from political favour to rights-based
empowerment.

Cost: 5 % of GDP (₹7620 a person a year- BPL).
Source: Rationalise subsidies, merge overlapping schemes.
Approach (phase wise) : Start with vulnerable groups — women,
elderly, disabled, informal workers.
UBI to complement, not replace, PDS and MGNREGA.
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Summary:

The Government of India will retain the cap on voting rights for

large shareholders in domestic banks.

Under current RBI rules, a single shareholder cannot exercise over

26% voting rights in a private bank, even if ownership is higher.

For public sector banks, the voting cap remains 10%.

Though the foreign investment limit in state-owned banks was

raised to 49%, the voting rights cap will not be eased.

The decision, taken after consultations between the Finance

Ministry and RBI, aims to avoid excessive control by major

investors and ensure balanced decision-making.



Summary:

PTBT (1963):

Donald Trump hinted the U.S. may resume nuclear tests, ending
its 1992 moratorium.
Move follows Russia's recent missile tests and could trigger a
global arms race, with China, India, and Pakistan likely to follow.
CTBT (1996) bans all nuclear tests but never came into force as the
U.S. and China haven't ratified it.

Signed by U.S., U.K., USSR.
Banned nuclear tests in the atmosphere, outer space, and
underwater.
Aimed to reduce radioactive fallout and environmental harm.
Allowed underground tests, leading to continued testing till 1990s.
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