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1. Only 10% of poll candidates since 2023 were women
Source: The Hindu | Page: 4
GS-II: Polity & Governance → Women’s Political Representation / Electoral Reforms

2. Telegram challenge puts spotlight on Section 69A of IT Act
Source: The Hindu | Page: 14
GS-II: Governance → Digital Governance, Freedom of Speech & Intermediary Liability

3. RBI removes interest rate ceiling on NRE & FCNR(B) deposits
Source: The Indian Express (Explained) | Date: 18 June
GS-III: Economy → External Sector, Banking & Balance of Payments (BoP)

4. Exercise KHAAN QUEST 2026
Source: PIB | Date: 18 June
GS-III: Security → Defence Exercises & UN Peacekeeping

5. Advancing Electrolyte Engineering for Durable & Affordable Aqueous Batteries
Source: PIB | Date: 18 June
GS-III: Science & Technology → Energy Storage, Batteries & Fuel Cells







1. Context: An analysis by the Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR) found that women’s participation 
in electoral politics remains significantly low despite the enactment of the Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam, 
2023, highlighting the gap between constitutional commitment and actual political representation.

2. Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam, 2023 (106th Constitutional Amendment Act)
* Provides 33% reservation for women in:
    * Lok Sabha
    * State Legislative Assemblies
    * Delhi Legislative Assembly
* Includes reservation for SC/ST women within existing SC/ST reserved seats.
* Article 330A (Reservation of seats for women in Lok Sabha).
* Article 332A (Reservation of seats for women in State Legislative Assemblies).
* Article 334A (Implementation, rotation and duration of reservation).
* Will be implemented after the first Census conducted after the Act and the subsequent delimitation 
exercise.
* Reservation will operate for 15 years (extendable by Parliament).
* Not applicable to Rajya Sabha and Legislative Councils.



3. Mains Value Addition
* ADR Data: Women constituted only 10.2% of candidates (3,273 of 31,429) in elections held after the 
enactment of the Act.
* In the 2024 Lok Sabha election, women constituted only 9.6% of total candidates.
* 152 Lok Sabha constituencies (≈28%) had no woman candidate.
* Major parties remained far below the 33% benchmark:
    * INC: ~14% women candidates
    * BJP: ~13% women candidates
* 18th Lok Sabha: 74 women MPs (13.6%) — highest-ever in absolute numbers.
* Women constitute nearly 50% of India’s population, but parliamentary representation remains below 15%.
* Global Gender Gap Report 2025:
    * Overall Rank: 129/146
    * Political Empowerment Rank: 48/146
* Women’s reservation already exists at the grassroots level:
    * Article 243D (Panchayats)
    * Article 243T (Urban Local Bodies)
    * Constitutional minimum: 33% reservation; many States provide 50% reservation.
    * More than 14 lakh elected women representatives serve in Panchayati Raj Institutions.





1. Context: The Centre’s action against Telegram over the NEET paper leak and misinformation 
has revived the debate on balancing NATIONAL SECURITY & PUBLIC ORDER with DIGITAL 
RIGHTS & FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION.

2. Legal Framework
Section 69A, IT Act, 2000 → Central Government can block online content on grounds of:
Sovereignty & Integrity | Defence | Security of State | Friendly Relations | Public Order | 
Incitement to cognizable offence

Rights Involved: Article 19(1)(a) (Free Speech) | Article 19(1)(g) (Trade/Business)

3. Section 79 & SC Safeguards
Section 79 (Safe Harbour) → Protects intermediaries if they follow due diligence (grievance 
officer | compliance with legal orders | cooperation with law enforcement).
Shreya Singhal (2015) → Upheld Section 69A; struck down Section 66A.
Anuradha Bhasin (2020) → Restrictions must be necessary, proportionate and least restrictive.





(NRE)



1. Context: RBI has relaxed interest rate regulations on select NRI deposits to attract higher foreign currency 
inflows, strengthen forex reserves and improve external sector stability.

2. NRI Deposit Accounts
(i) Non-Resident External (NRE) Account
* Foreign currency deposited by an NRI is converted into Indian Rupees.
* Fully repatriable.
* Exchange rate risk borne by depositor.

(ii) Foreign Currency Non-Resident (Bank) [FCNR(B)] Account
* Deposit maintained in foreign currency itself (USD, Euro, GBP, Yen, etc.).
* Fully repatriable.
* No exchange rate risk.

(iii) Non-Resident Ordinary (NRO) Account
* Used for income earned in India (rent, pension, dividend, etc.).
* Maintained in Indian Rupees.
* Repatriation subject to prescribed conditions.
Prelims Fact: FCNR(A) was discontinued in 1993; only FCNR(B) is operational.

 



3. RBI Relaxation & BoP Linkage
Earlier
* NRE deposit rates were linked to comparable domestic term deposit rates.
* FCNR(B) deposit rates were capped with reference to international 
benchmark rates (SOFR and related benchmarks) plus a prescribed spread.
Now (till 30 Sept 2026)
* Interest rate ceiling removed on NRE deposits (3 years & above).
* Interest rate ceiling removed on FCNR(B) deposits (3–5 years).
Significance
* Higher NRI deposit mobilisation.
* Greater foreign exchange inflows.
* Stronger forex reserves.
* Improved external sector stability.
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1. Context: Indian Army contingent will participate in Exercise KHAAN 
QUEST 2026 from 20 June–3 July 2026 at Five Hills Training Area, 
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia.

2. KHAAN QUEST
* Host: Mongolia (Five Hills Training Area, Ulaanbaatar)
* Started in 2003 as a USA–Mongolia bilateral exercise.
* Became a multilateral exercise in 2006.
* 2026 edition: 23rd Edition.
* Conducted under UN Peace Support Operations (Chapter VII, UN 
Charter).
* India: 40 Army personnel, primarily from the JAT Regiment.











1. Context: Scientists at Institute of Nano Science and Technology (INST), Mohali have developed a 
new electrolyte additive (BDIM) that enhances the performance of Aqueous Zinc-Ion Batteries 
(AZIBs), making them safer, cheaper and more durable for large-scale energy storage.

2. Battery Basics
Battery = Anode + Cathode + Electrolyte
* Anode (-): Releases electrons; commonly Graphite in Li-ion batteries.
* Cathode (+): Receives electrons; commonly contains Lithium, Cobalt and Nickel compounds.
* Electrolyte: Medium through which ions move between electrodes.

Aqueous Zinc-Ion Battery (AZIB) → Zinc Anode + Water-based Electrolyte; safer and cheaper than 
conventional lithium-ion batteries.

3. Innovation & Significance
Challenge: Zinc dendrites, corrosion and hydrogen evolution reduce battery life.
Innovation: BDIM additive forms a protective layer on zinc, suppressing these side reactions.
Significance: Longer Life | Improved Safety | Lower Cost | Renewable Energy Storage | Grid-Scale 
Storage



4. PYQ Linkages
Fuel Cell vs Battery
Battery: Stores chemical energy internally; requires recharging/
replacement after depletion.
Fuel Cell: Does not store energy; continuously generates electricity as 
long as fuel (e.g., Hydrogen) is supplied.
Hydrogen Fuel Cell Output: Electricity + Water + Heat
Distributed Energy Resources (DERs):
* Decentralised energy generation/storage systems located near 
consumers, reducing dependence on large centralised power plants.
* Examples: Rooftop Solar PV | Battery Energy Storage Systems | Fuel 
Cells | Small Wind Turbines | Biomass Generators


