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1. Context: President Droupadi Murmu reviewed the progress of the National Sickle Cell Anaemia Elimination 
Mission (NSCAEM) and reiterated India’s commitment to eliminate Sickle Cell Disease (SCD) as a public health 
challenge by 2047.

2. Sickle Cell ANEMIA
Definition: A hereditary blood disorder caused by abnormal Haemoglobin-S (HbS), which makes Red Blood 
Cells (RBCs) rigid and sickle-shaped.
Pathology: Abnormal HbS → Sickling of RBCs → Rapid RBC destruction + Blood vessel blockage.
Consequences: Chronic haemolytic anaemia • Reduced oxygen supply to tissues • Recurrent pain crises • 
Multi-organ damage (brain, lungs, kidneys, spleen).
Management: Early screening • Genetic counselling • Hydroxyurea therapy • Folic acid supplementation • 
Vaccination & infection control • Blood transfusion (severe cases) • Bone Marrow Transplant (potential cure).

3. National Sickle Cell Anaemia Elimination Mission (NSCAEM)
Launched: 1 July 2023 (announced in Union Budget 2023–24)
Target: Eliminate SCD as a public health problem by 2047.
Coverage: Screening of 7 crore individuals (0–40 years), particularly in tribal-dominated areas.
Approach: Screen → Identify → Counsel → Treat → Prevent transmission.
Progress: 7 crore screened • ~2.5 lakh patients identified • 20 lakh+ carriers identified.







1. Context: Prime Minister Narendra Modi released ₹2,400 crore under the Pradhan Mantri Viksit Bharat 
Rozgar Yojana (PM-VBRY), aimed at promoting formal employment, expanding social security coverage and 
creating quality jobs for India’s youth.

2. Pradhan Mantri Viksit Bharat Rozgar Yojana (PM-VBRY)
Type: Central Sector Scheme | Ministry: Ministry of Labour & Employment | Launch: 1 August 2025 | 
Implementation: Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) | Outlay: ₹99,446 crore.

Objective: Formal employment generation • First-time workforce participation • Employer-led job creation • 
Expansion of social security coverage.
Target: 3.5 crore+ jobs in 2 years, including 1.92 crore first-time employees.

Key Features
* Employee Incentive: First-time EPFO-registered employees (salary up to ₹1 lakh/month) receive incentive 
up to ₹15,000.
* Employer Incentive: Up to ₹3,000/month per additional employee for 2 years; manufacturing sector receives 
extended support.

3. Progress: ₹2,400 crore disbursed | 70 lakh+ first-time employees formalised | ~30% women beneficiaries | 
15 lakh+ beneficiaries supported
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1. Context
The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) approved:
* Reintroduction of open-market share buybacks.
* Reforms to deepen the Municipal Bond (M-Bond) market.
* Faster transmission of securities to legal heirs.

2. Municipal Bonds (M-Bonds) & Share Buybacks
Municipal Bonds (M-Bonds)
* Debt instruments issued by Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) to raise funds for urban infrastructure.
* Used for roads, water supply, sewage, metro and smart-city projects.
* Urban Local Body → Raises Funds from Investors → Pays Interest + Principal
Share Buyback
* A company purchases its own shares from existing shareholders.
* Reduces shares available in the market.
* Improves Earnings Per Share (EPS) and often signals confidence in future growth.
Open-Market Buyback: Shares are repurchased through stock exchanges during normal trading hours.

3. Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)
* Established: 1988
* Statutory Status: Securities and Exchange Board of India Act, 1992
* Ministry: Ministry of Finance
Core Functions
* Protect investor interests.
* Regulate securities and capital markets.
* Prevent insider trading and unfair trade practices.





1. Context: Enacted on 18 June 1951, the First Constitutional Amendment Act was Parliament’s response to 
early Supreme Court judgments on free speech, reservations and land reforms. Upendra Baxi described it as 
India’s “Second Constitution” due to its transformative impact.

2. Key Triggers & Constitutional Response
(i) Freedom of Speech [Article 19(1)(a)]
* Cases: Romesh Thappar v. State of Madras (1950); Brij Bhushan v. State of Delhi (1950)
* Response: Amendment of Article 19(2)
* Added Grounds: Public Order • Friendly Relations with Foreign States • Incitement to an Offence

(ii) Reservations & Equality [Article 15]
* Case: State of Madras v. Champakam Dorairajan (1951)
* Response: Insertion of Article 15(4)
* Outcome: Constitutional basis for reservations for Socially & Educationally Backward Classes (SEBCs), 
Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs).

(iii) Land Reforms & Right to Property [Article 31]
* Issue: Zamindari abolition and agrarian reforms challenged before courts.
* Response: Insertion of Articles 31A & 31B and creation of the Ninth Schedule.
* Outcome: Protection of land reform laws from judicial challenge.



3. Why is the First Constitutional Amendment Still Debated After 75 Years?
Supporters’ Argument
* Protected land reforms and abolition of zamindari.
* Enabled affirmative action through Article 15(4).
* Strengthened the welfare-state vision and socio-economic transformation.
* Ensured that judicial interpretation did not obstruct democratic reforms.

Critics’ Argument
* Expanded State power over civil liberties through changes to Article 19(2).
* Introduced the Ninth Schedule, reducing judicial scrutiny.
* Set a precedent for using constitutional amendments to overcome adverse court rulings.
* Raised concerns regarding constitutional checks and balances.

4. Constitutional Voices (GS-II & PSIR Value Addition)
Jawaharlal Nehru
The Constitution must serve as an instrument of social transformation and not become an obstacle to reform.
Syama Prasad Mookerjee
Excessive concentration of State power may undermine democratic freedoms and individual liberty.
Upendra Baxi
Described the First Constitutional Amendment as India’s “Second Constitution” because it fundamentally altered the constitutional 
balance.
A.G. Noorani
Criticised the Ninth Schedule for insulating laws from constitutional scrutiny and weakening judicial review.


