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1. Context: India’s Eight Core Industries growth slowed to 0.5% in May 2026 (second-lowest in 21 months). Five 
of the eight sectors contracted, led by Coal (-9.3%) and Refinery Products (-8.7%), reflecting weakness in 
energy-related sectors.

2. Basics
A. Index of Industrial Production (IIP)
• Measures overall industrial output in Mining, Manufacturing and Electricity sectors.
• Released by National Statistics Office (NSO), MoSPI.
• Base Year: 2022–23.
• Eight Core Industries together account for 40.27% of IIP.

B. Index of Eight Core Industries (ICI)
• Measures output of 8 core sectors; released by Office of Economic Adviser (DPIIT), Ministry of Commerce & 
Industry.
• Base Year: 2011-12

Weights (Highest → Lowest): Refinery (28.04%) > Electricity (19.85%) > Steel (17.92%) > Coal (10.33%) > Crude 
Oil (8.98%) > Natural Gas (6.88%) > Cement (5.37%) > Fertilisers (2.63%)









1. Context: ASI has transferred human skeletal remains excavated from Rakhigarhi (Haryana) to Anthropological Survey of India (AnSI) 
for advanced studies including ancient DNA (aDNA), isotope and palaeopathological analysis. The findings may provide fresh insights 
into the Harappan Civilisation and population history.

2. Indus Valley Civilisation: Important Sites
Pakistan: Harappa (Granary, Cemetery R-37) | Mohenjo-daro (Great Bath, Bronze Dancing Girl) | Chanhudaro (Bead-making centre) | Kot 
Diji (Pre-Harappan site) | Sutkagendor (Westernmost port)
India: Gujarat: Dholavira (Water management system, UNESCO WHS) | Lothal (Dockyard) | Surkotada (Horse bones) | Rangpur (Rice 
cultivation)
Haryana: Rakhigarhi (Largest Harappan site) | Bhirrana (Earliest Harappan evidence) | Banawali (Radial town planning)
Rajasthan: Kalibangan (Ploughed field, Fire altars)
Punjab: Ropar (Harappan–later cultural sequence)
J&K: Manda (Northernmost site)
Uttar Pradesh: Alamgirpur (Easternmost site)

3. Rakhigarhi: Why Important?
• Hisar, Haryana; spread over ~550 hectares.
• Widely regarded as the largest known Harappan settlement.
• Evidence of continuous habitation from Early to Mature Harappan phase.
• 56 skeletons recovered from Mound-7 burial site.
• Famous ~4,600-year-old female skeleton discovered here.
• Earlier aDNA study found no Steppe pastoralist ancestry in the sampled individual, making it significant in debates on population 
history.







1. Context: Prime Minister Narendra Modi commissioned three indigenously built naval platforms—INS Dunagiri, 
INS Sanshodhak and INS Agray—highlighting maritime capability as a key pillar of Aatmanirbhar Bharat, 
economic growth and national security.

2. Basics
A. INS Dunagiri (Advanced Stealth Frigate)
Part of Project 17A; designed for surface, air and anti-submarine warfare.
Other Stealth Frigates: Nilgiri, Udaygiri, Himgiri, Taragiri, Mahendragiri, Dunagiri | Shivalik, Satpura, Sahyadri

B. INS Sanshodhak (Survey Vessel Large)
Used for hydrographic surveys, seabed mapping and nautical charting.
Other Survey Vessels: Sandhayak, Nirdeshak, Ikshak, Sanshodhak

C. INS Agray (ASW Shallow Water Craft)
Designed to detect and neutralise enemy submarines in coastal waters.
Other ASW-SWC: Arnala, Agray (more under construction)

3. Value Addition
Stealth Frigate → Fight | Survey Vessel → Map | ASW Craft → Hunt Submarines



Persian Gulf Strait Authority (PGSA)
A maritime authority designated by Iran to regulate and approve vessel transit 
through the Strait of Hormuz.

Who Constituted It?
Government of Iran / Iranian maritime authorities.

Why Was It Constituted?
• To act as the single-window authority for transit clearances.
• To strengthen monitoring of ship movements amid rising West Asia tensions.
• To enhance maritime security and surveillance in and around the Strait of 
Hormuz.
• To ensure vessels follow designated routes and reporting procedures.


